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(8/10U,/48). 29th January, 1948, 


Dear Frontier Forte, 
This is to confirm thet your TOPSEC Signal 
GO 202 was despatched to Damascus in Code on 24th 


Jamary, 19%8. 


Yours ever, 
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Survey of Palestine Jaffa, March 1940 (P4iAG) 
Roads revised to 1941 
Administrative Boundaries revised to December 1945 






















Te 


1S 
X 
Ze 





p 
L_ 
—- 


a 






nf ‘ 





ang 


a 
; 
Merhnalin 
ey 
< 


=e 









. e 
io J 
oy fe 






5 ie. 
f- QO alee 
Yen 
cs 








110 











-392 
(MWL. 1935) 





if 
Pen 
aed 
; 


DEAD 


) 
ead eet 


| 
& 











fo \ 
be ; 
oo ocemecep camer IN 
s Ee we way 
Ne \ he Me Wh 
© Rares Zaweire — — S 








———— 
Tell ot Mith 





ee Ses Sa e 
) ea ek, 180 190 210 
Copyright strictly reserved vide Ordinance No. 16 of 1924 





Te-< BRITISH LEGATION, 
ABLAN, 
2th Jemury, 1948, 
0.5 of 
request 
referred 
taking with 
lieved to 
the cost 
or 
notify 


lrw.s 

* Code 
308 

was despe’ 

co Paget 
who had 

» and who 
15 Seana 

'» would you 


i ay | 
Vi i Hh 


(8/1014/48.) - 
Dear Department, 





ae ~ San, 


| Cumen.  (§) | 
*.. = Reec, 
(J av h-Han Haan G 
A Leann Bet fear a Labivhing Quag 
Wm, fe ig Ane, efx Reena oF tere + 
autre sorneg fireed,, ma her Stress 
terelLa Aare acee he “ Keey har, Boa. 
I talc, in Wh tthe Kanes, 


yp rate ke Gp he ~~ KK Sime 
dee » Kha diane Gata Sor Ke 
Gruen fo Han Siege Aang $a 
Rtunne echnw' Kare “ah, Kae, Kee, 


ee ae ee ae ee Casa 
ogi 6 Gg pay TE 
Bet Lay Ke ca 6 trav Kan 
herr hand, “mre G ee Ae, 

to Kay Ku tng Kens feeasp 
Khe Wag a Kany Kenady 7 te 
Wr ter wren KE Kec le 7 ne the 
td y fh eines cn har sag 

A Cerne Ras, oe kan CK, thay Kabah 
Khe faite g Ke Cu fn © mre 
Wek tame + & Ka Me Gucan, 
) Ke Maparay, Cex Sa acs wiv Ce Car on 
ewe Fie aJClaen, Kan ~0/ yep 
rhe Praca, 6 ee mR OY Ket ek 
Canpecinjit, tad “he Arava an, 
Sars Kay Ke JRun Re feeaok * 
furmarn wie Certkhe Kan Ke 

F ect ask Case — Kecautee Kee, Gee Ly 
Pas, Mat a Boxe woritkys, anLaup KK 
diet KLeapuge LeanK uw “ace 
rahytakest Acunhny DQ Wa 1 Kw 
ote, Kh, F Gphotg &}_oker inner 


tage 
Pigs 2 tee 
A week's Ra“ (XI “en «& Ahan, 


ee eee 


eee eee ee ee ee ee 
oe Lar arr “tn tthny, Lan < 
nad Ceyrn fanrvannen Kav Ky Pera. 
tushbsy wetkery Kas, whan 264, 
alaeicaessh — aaa — ap = tft Grtiny Y 
Do 977 tanks - OLern Cautes fr tw aoe 
piash gence atee Wy See 

. pen, 

oun Kuenrk, ~ Fre seer 
nile Kenalae..  ¢ cepa haKar we 
hoe Se RN Ne KK, eae’ 
Re Weuy, 1 thn Grabky bo CNN Aide, 
can tetinkans A & Sure vr Cake See uy 
lny Kh Gg Preny ro wget hee a 
foomne~ b thhing Ron hye Wr ne aeak, 
Lr Kuar,v We keacthans wrutaAd, 


ee L Kan “K“dhreexr wa “Ke Cuea 
qc ar; oe 
a ‘a a . “f° 45a GS “aco Ka_o¢ 


wMweauK timyv +r & Kar KG Ff mma 
7 Ke Mapanra, Ba Mahe wir deo, 
wm 4a, Ke a llaen, Kan Aa’ xen 
Ke fran, 1 ee AM taal ee: Taek | 
Cangeaec, hus Ke Bruyn an, %& 
Yar Kar Ke fourn Ke eset 
furmar wie vik, Ka 

Piet Phd tmei oy SS reece . Whee, Sins 2p 
wer Ses he engr “werk me far ay 6 
Pas faa anc Aro “wouKe, infcae KG 
duet Kayne tenrK a xa cg 
whylakenat Aunhny FD “a ' Hum, 
+ ate, Ke Poa ae aces <nau_e 


cave ‘ | ; . 
| Se ee ee Prom ‘ 
A week/'y Kat (IxI~d Mite, @,° Anhig, 








vy af~hAcn - 
ie fron wee Kan 
Kase bo he ackue, 





pressanha, 7 Aabey 
wKnsvren PTS Ke Kwon ers 
amet Son Rt ren 2n K K 
gue vy S Kar wKArerl 4 ay ve tema | 
4 avken kan thar Pryt Kamcye 
netahns in “he “fi 00 the, | 
hit “WPédca  ap  P—  e  eie, 
oe Se “ 
Sauavsv Cat Ke wave mm Kapiuy 
as te — ie — te gl SefP M4 Aon | 
ha/ Ke VUuf~iv 5 7 fous ke 
Pe Reg Sane eee 
a Carex Pe Pry numer WOES Ceeen hay, 
6 tery Mr2eQ cyauik’ Ke hay | 
ag ee eee an frome Ay 
Gee ae een ee (Tare, chee 
Kb Ke Vue #€x hun Bas K 
ae ee wt, tuf Carmtey Kar 
f trente n0 fOryncfany “tus, 
Fane fb e's Rntuharae Goo te, 
Ke Ucen th ~frnen “9 *€lrnw Ky, 





Cenmanratern i <Q Meur vee. even | 
Gee Ramet ha fee @  te-tees 
fet Kode wae KR, Kackre ae 
Hn Aart 9 Me A«zS Le_ayug 
Yar, Ko Vm fKi 4 aay ane 6 
rhe ta pay 2 Knp Checten, » fee 
Ray Ke ncney Stae 2 Cann tr pout ¥ 
che Brat Kagenr. 

he prens, He theed Sart, “we 
[PACA ar HK fKbamnakry aug 
Gar 6 £e aechinf 2 oti fy np s& 
Sachi, Maxtinste the atm hexx~#, ‘s 
teen haet + Cctikiny ato zuK GauK 6 
Prrvete, Hh, Kui cack 7 Zea, 
a Lnratiarp 7° 2 Ken fPupees ” 
vhoohaiy a Kan Leluey, 4e vasn Kar 
le 3 tw eam thang We Ane ep 
ae a ae Me Ge fT Eth Y dello 
tea ee PR hal Sou 
the, eraales. vf feet “Ke Acen £& 
Ae vo f~orrre a Fug. 
whe Rafe es WRa/ Sa2 a 
bac hile, + Sabon daz Avi he | 
four Ttane (A han he cance Kay : ae 
Kearcan Bel Yr Aastanyr ae Kerete, 


frome ha er areeG,, » Wwe 
fa Lk, heft vt ten An Pont 7 ae Cdesn Kas, v 


) pce foot A Benn th, Ker _t ; be 
: etal~ — 
2%. Ota aes aX haftenr 
OA 4A aA no met wrKo Aav —. Q. 
an K sks auf’, ae €6 ee 2 
ke 79 Attn s VAL ay v 
CO arth au en eK, se nie a 
DiBiok po ee y Coa Kecguercsz 
mec 3 y Ala, ta, Mtg Khas, otto 
ey a eee ee aoe 
yaa ei na ae 





a 


wethy %70 My ici a 
26 tt x ty uA fr, rn L Rene Ae K 
Aether ayer Rian fRem tus Joa ino 


“ete - oak + tke, farrhier “ne 
“ef atectin L, “Ke Zerv 6 “ap 
WO Cemomce te Av Ke Ken, Age 
Are, Che totie Here Se ae | 
, ane) £ Kenge, «COR Ree | 
veneers © “ Se, Ruse | 
4 ef) © Ae Vm tek j | 
Ker. Le ig area a 
Pore . Mo th ehh py) -- eae Mee A 
«a Ke Ke g 2 Antes ey  & 

Sg ge «gras ~~ Auf “O wm Ae, 

Peay, ww Ke Bete g Saerhe 
in Oe a Si ate ne Oe 
i ee ea 





Y AO a> LeKee r tne g5-hten a* eo 
mi fPn~Sre ment 7 Ke an in frig 
an Sane Vike Bag Fuck Make, 
Pree ¥ Con Moe on Ce Aen aerthaw pi 
heey wr can mn Ke Ya Yasw. 
AL Kus 
an dese kein ake Adee areLE a ee ieee 
4 Ake nak ys. FO Ate Ke aus pany | 
San My oven SL, —he «rue ip ss a | 
Wan “) rergrl c Cor Le ference | 
a) Fee eS RD ee | 
AAn Khan cn Kola Ke cK ALeu5 pp 
2 ef Ett ‘on WS Cun to KL 


Gaumy Ary (sd 024, 
vn 


= 








: aj : I : 
i] oR it 
! ti i 7 
| aaa ft . 
U ii i | F 
ti ; 
’, i t. ; 
¢ 4 Hl i i; 3 
oa | th i 


LT ) 
we comrsig t 
: 20th Jemuery, 1948. 

I wes to-dng visited ty a lending Areb from a Palestine Areb tom. 
Be is e very olf frieni of mine, «ni wihosoned freely, en’ his various 
reveletians will be interesting to you. 

Beelier in the month he hed visited liej agin, Although o sheik, 
he is a troditiam] fos of the Muftd, but clrowstances mile it politic 
for hin to at least for the samnt not camiletely alienste the Mufti, 

The sheik hopes thet King Abdulleh will ememe flestine, but the future 
is too nebulous for him to cross the Ruideom now. 

The cotensible reasan he ge the mufti for his visit wes that he 
needed erms to help fight the Jew, The Mufti said that he appreciated 
the Shedk"s sentinents, but that the tom he represented was not in the 
front line, oni thet ozs could not be apared for him, Since may quite 
severe] actions have taken place near the Ghedk*s town, he concluded that 
the Muftd 414 not want to amm men of a perty not wholly and evowedly his. 
The Maftd made the exouse thet he was heaving Gifficulty in getting the 
money for corms that he needed from the Arab League, who were handing it and 
in G@riblets, The Mufti said good-tye to him with “a enile im his face ani 
blackness in his heert", and the Shedk says thet the Mufti would order his 
g@mmen to assesinate hin ani my others, hed he not been persuaded thet his 
previous ruthless mthods hed, inter alia, coused mich of his present 
felling of populerity. Other causes for this the Sheik geve were his reowd 
of @ailure over twenty-five yecrs, his campletely uncompromising charscter 
and reputation which would never encourage the British, the Jews, ar other 
Avcbe to consider conciliation or « give ond take settlement, his habit 
of giving no confidence or power to others then his immediate henchmen, ani 
his treschercus reputation, ‘The Shedk Ind noticed in the last wek « lot 
of grumbling to the effect thet the call to arms hed been badly timed by the 
waft’, so that thay were already feeling the strain without having at all 
undermine’ the will of the Jews to resist. living conditions were becaming 
wery/ ooo? 
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Nil annie un tacit ts tall tee ii 
end to train the eqiivelent of the lagen, thelr secrificies seemed in vein, The 
villagers hed not felt the strain, sni 414 not hold such language, tut the 
tomamen €14, He said thet he foun the people in Amen more werlike than the 
Palestiniens - becnuse they were’nt in it. He even wont so far as to say thet in 
two nonthea, wmiless the Areb League sent in really substantial mmbers of men end 
orme ond many, the Palestine Arsbe wuld slep. 

I told him thet Powsi Keocokjy hed 1000 men in Neblus and asked him if tint 
would rally them, He replied that they would need far more than thet, and wuld 
have to be active, beceuse the peasantry of Neblus are newly interested in 
Sinproving theirs husbandry ani will soon get bored with the guests if their 
interest in*nt sustained, I asked him wet Found Kacokjy's relations with the 
Muft’, ware like, ani he said that Fows’ would never forgive the mufti's telling 
the Germens thet he was on Inglish ag. 

The She&k reosived the isyression thet the vufti is not going to spend 
himself egeinst the Jow, end a large pert of his arms end eseumition is being 
stored against the day when he will want to impose his will on ot/er Arabs, 
Meny clese to the Muftd told him that the Mufti does not hope for Falestine only, 
but considers thet if events are propiticus, he even ms a chance of becoming Caliph. 

True to his tradition poliqy, he recently refused to allow his comender 
in the Jerusalem area, Abdul Kadir Hussein, to put himelf under the tactical 
commend of the Arab league comenior, In muita other words, the Sheikh eald, 
the Mufti is very alive to the designs of King Abdullah, enf feel that he mut 
hove 6 counterjert of the Areb legion. 

The press, the Sheik seid, ere proveing an inflammatory course, even to the 
extent of vwillefying the British, becouse the ol4 terror is remenbered and editars 
Go not want to provelm, hy their leck of seal, 2 emshing up of their presses or 
the shooting of thamelves. Ho said that he is convinced thet their love doses 
not spresent norm public opinion anil thet under a stable Areb Governumt thay 
would not feel the need to be so provocstive. 

He reported that Gasay Beersheba anf lebron ere anxious to join Trensjorden 
because thay have heard thet its leaders are chosm widely, oni are fairly 
represtative of the country end thet good mm gmerelly tenf to hold high office, 
but thet with the Muftd no inlepentont - minded men or no one who hes not had the 
opportunity to ingratiate himself with the Mufti, will have e chance of office, 
They also envy the creature canforts of Trensjorden, ani many, although not too 

Clamarcus/see5 
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Glemorous about it, envy her British connection and consequent security and 
solidity, Thay also want to feel that there are strong and disciplined (and 
that he said was very importent) troops secure order without themselves 
becoming tyrants, The Arab Legion's reputation for correct behaviour wes 
becoming increasingly important in moulding public opinion he thought. 
Jaffa, he thought, hed probably now came over to King Abdulleh, and Nablus 
he thought would, He said that two months ago any talk of King Abdulich's 
entry would have met bitter opposition from many quarters, but now would be 
accepted with seoret relief by the majority in the not distant future he 
thinks that deputations from all Arab towns will visit King Abdullah, and 
invite him to enter to provide security, The Sheik reminded me that the 
outlook of the Arabs is different to that of 1956 - 359. Then the fighters 
were well-paid and their families were not attacked by the Jews and were not 
economically disturbed, Now many children were exposed to danger ani more 
to hunger and this was discouraging to the men, This is not to deny a 
strong wish to deny the Jews their National Home. It only means that that, 
in the Sheik's view, there is not an all-out, do or die, feeling in the Arabs 
of Palestine as their leaders would have us believe, ani he feels that if the 
economic situation continues to deteriorate and no visible and enheartening 
improvement of the armed potential occurs, then the majority will be relieved 
if either a settlement is mde with the Jews, or some stable Arab Government 
takes over and imposes order even although it does not carry on the war against 
the Jews, 

The Sheik may have underestimted the will to resist of the Arabs. I 

neverhteless pass you his views, because he is a mn of weight and consequence 
in Palestine, end that such a mn should hold such views is importent in its 


om right. 


SECRET REF.NO. 11/8/3935 a. 
Date 2/2/1948 


Your Excellency, 


I hav e the honour to state that the Govt. of the T.J. Ccemthe 
Kingdom has learned that the Govt. of Palestine has withdrawn the 
Police guard from the Railway bridges situated at the following 
kilometric points in Palestine :=- 


619/94 - Between the stations of Samakh & al-Hammeh, to a distance of 
110 metres. 

200/96 = between the stations of al-Haumeh and Wadi Khalid, to a 
distance of 110 metres. 


Each of the above bridges used to be guarded over by six 
Palestine Policemen with rifles and guns, 


In view of the vital importance of the bridges to the Transjorian 
interests, their connection with the Islamic Wagf, and in order that 
the bridges shall not be exposed to aggression suxuggpessiom by the 
Jewish criminals similar to the earlier attack which resulted in the 
demolition of al-Hammeh bridge, therefore the Govt, of the T.J .Hashemite 
Kingdom requests that the honourable British Legation may take the necessary 
arrengements for guarding the bridges in question. 


Please accept etc. 


SGD. — 
U/S of S for Foreign Affairs 


His Excellency, 
Sir Alec Kirkbride, 
British Min Pl.& Envoy Ext, 
Amman, 


Se 


Ace) A296) DA) 


eee Bt b-l53 


tA5, 





Sala dhrontel, 


t—eiclelill dale Gh cuale WF desl aes VII! ty Gy! Cole el Gil 

Cpa Ff tO, tee! oh GF sly) Getto Gp! Elec! 

* ed Geje 10! 

gle V1 yl aett cla pew (410/711) 

gbel 11s Jy he soly, — al = = (41/T°%) 

Sp Lig pds lin, Gedaje ebm)! Sly Ge Ee be ep Oo! re, 
Come bad dy VE SAI syle GF Rye Real on Crp! Ceiigd W padl, 

GL sce syed! Croll ollsceY Lye Ge dty ZL ViiJl ae LIke 

SLs Jy prdligleg I deyiedl jis cab LG all peri we ps I 

aged Led) Ce perdl ddr ae UI Je LyI! 


4 ____->, oJ |. 55 whe 
a4 


— 


an ff 03! 
_ BAEA/T/E ei 


Sane SS etd pend 55 Led am bee 5pm 
pred cob 55 ey tilly pay! gle! 55)! 


— gle — 


LQ fait 
nita/t/t 


staal bb 


tee Ley Gh cake Fes h a, VIM igim Gh Gol lel i, ol 

CF ty tee Zeb SF Ce Sb Cp tested Gye all L~ bell 

bt gape hI 

gogbsl 10s ye, att the howe (80/711) 

gbel 11 Gy, Ue ssh, — atl = 2 (4T/T*°) 

Seb biy pslin Cetae gee till yt by ue be teWS aye OS yl se, 
cme bad bly WE SM syle F Rye deal Geel Grid Wb padly 

LNT Sy cell pela VE sey bop ce ety DL Vil ae LL 

SLs Up Mpaligla! qogdl ci hb eee ee I 

> Mage Leal ppl debe 2! YL, 


gtd UCI TE Jp ToL Lebel bai, 


Cicnnersina nanny nee ; . 
ree BLIL, — igll nty dolid Joly So ken JI dew 


aA * isdt iam I 


$$$ YS cd ped Bs Leh ele tom 
sows esl! 555 yp tinlly syict! ghastly! 
— gle — 


Vele THis28 
seoretury of State / 
comton. 7 
} 
/; he. 
,e a/ : 
Ro. S77 & / fe: f 
} 
ACh, 


am 


~ 
‘a 
df. 
bPBe 


Metetd af 1D 


; 

(gt 
NA 

err 


; 


“te 5 
\ \ 


O11 


12 


a3 i ui 


‘6 


if 


35 


a8 


Be 
Jenin=e: ite 


in otter incidents casualties werei- 


Te 


4 wounded inoluding two <reb consteblee. 
4 wounded. 


rabe 
dens 


Woe be 


(Ree Yom trengwmys) 


(6 





GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
SECRET. JERUSALEM 


lst February 1948, 
‘ - * 
dear Kerk bride 


His Majesty asked me about the Sheikh Hussein 
bridge. 


The position is this. On the outbreak of cholera 
in Syria,at the request of the Health Authorities, we 
passed Cholera prevention regulations which forbad entry 
from Transjordan into Palestine except by Allenby bridge. 
These regulations are still in force and therefore entry 
into Palestine by other bridges is illegal. 


It is true that owing to shortage of police no 
posts were placed on the other bridges at first, but we 
accepted the risk as there was then no traffic from Syria. 


I am afraid therefore that I cannot repeal the 
Cholera Regulations until the Health authorities give Syria 
a clear bill. I will however promise His Majesty that as 
soon as the Cholera restrictions end, I will not keep the 
Sheikh Hussein bridge closed for security reasons only, 
unless of course the situation changes materially. 


Regarding the cther two matters which came up the 
population map I promised is being sent to you by the 
Survey office, and Dr. Manson I understand is making 
arrangements to see His Majesty on February 1th. 





Sir Alec Kirkbride, CMG.OBE.MC. - hunporead 
British Minister, rerseye b ty. Vacs 


British Legation 
AMMAN. . ; \ 





ARAB 0. INION 


Distributed Ncekly by the arab Office 
Jerusalem 
ioe 5 Jonuary 30, 1948. 


mm me re me ee oe me eee ee ees 


v28h sources st.te that the nuwbor of Jows xilled 

av to Jeuory 26 was 406 only whilo figures coupilod by 
the a2zail Office indicate that the number of Jows known to 
hive beon kiiled up to January 20 has reachid 511 at tho 
least and that most of those were members of Jowish armed 
organizations. 

Jowish sources again statc that the number of ar.bs 
killed up to January 26 has reached 721 while the Arab 
Office figures which hve been painstakingly tabuloted and 
compiled indicate that up to January 20 only 424 arabs 
were killed. 

Wo have in mind two cxamplces of distortions riggod 
up by the Jewish sources in order, perhaps, not to disturb 
Jowish morale, When at Sukreir the Jews lost olevon Hagangsters 
no mention was made of this loss until the Hagangsters 
finally managed to announce: that the sevontecd houses 
at ..bu Gweirch wore blown up in revenge of clevon Hagangsters, 
Then again in the middle of the month a Hagangster column 
was destroyed near Surif, in the Hebron hills, Jowish 
sources admitted only the loss of the 35 whose bodics 
were found on the highway. But actually the Arab authoritics 
have proof that the Jews killed in that operation nwubored 51, 

The Jewish propaganda machine, in an cffort to keep 
Jowish morale high, his thought up tho story that the 


prices of commodities in the .rab areas are too high to 


— 


— 


afin 


be ondured. But the fact is that vesctables, cges, sugar, 
rice, meat and other foodstuffs have not been for many 
years as plontiful and as chenp as they are now in the 
irab areas, 


Ter, aVIV'S POLICE 


oe — 


The Commanding Officer of the Tel Aviv all-Jowish 
nolico force was about to be kidnapped on Wodnesday morn- 
inf. ir. Rosonstein had appercntly had the bad taste of 
coudsrmiag the Sternists for carrying out a day Light 
rodbery on Barolays Bank in Tol Aviv recently. “ho Liaganah, 
for so tut us call it now, has so wuch to do in Tel Aviv 
if this is’ tho state of affairs thorc. 

GehiiN TROPEMTY IN PaLAsring 

Quick work =- and, considcring the conduct of the 
Custodian of imemy Property, apparcntly highly scerct as 
far as the Arabs are co:ucerned -- is being donc about the 
important German propertics in Palestine. Though the 
Juthoritics have not officislly statcd that the property 
is up for sale, the Custodian of Encomy Property is boing 
repeatedly reported to be carrying out rathor shady 
discussions with the Jews on the mutter, 

The German property in Jcoruscleum -- the Syrian Or- 
phanage and the Germen Colony, for instance -- 1s of vast . 
importance to the Arabs who want an opportunity -- clear 
and open -- to bo given to them to bid. Tho rural holdings 
are of similar importance to the Avabs and it will bo 
plain mischicf if they cre kept fiom bidding for them, 

The Authorities are reported to have unwiscly engaged 
a Jewish lawycr to arrange for the sole of that property 


as though to say in so wany words that they wout this property ° 


~~ 


to £0 to the Jews only. 

hir. Shabatai Levy, the Jewish kayor of Haifa, is reported 

to havo offered by telegraph (for so fast goes on the work) 
he Custodian of Enomy Property on behalf of the Jowish 
interests which Mr. Levy presumes to represent LP 1,234,000 
for the German property in Haifa, Tho Jews arc to pay such 

a sum out of the Anglo-Palestino Bank on tho installmont 
plan. German property in Haifa comprises 200 dunams on which 
bul! “ings have been erected and some 650 dunams suitablo 

for >vilding besides other lends the total value of which 

fav exeocds a million and a half pounds, 

In Haifa Miss Menia Shuhat had a notion to go and visit 
her brother on the other side of Haifc. town at about 10:30 
Deile last Tucsday. The car she was travolling in broko down 
and she had to get out and walk, She was stopped by the 
{rab Guard who took her to headquarters for exanination,. 
When her identity bocaue known -- for Miss Shuhat caac 
from an old and well-known Jewish family --and her purpose 
was understood, she was given coffee and refreshucnts and 
she and her captors got to discussing ways and means of 
ectting her safely back homc,. The police was called but 
did not come. She wos escortcd to the main rocd and there 
was hondcd over to the first police patrol that canc, 

On Thursday a military truck was travelling frou 
Jorusaluu to Haifa with a load of firowood. Botwecn Raale 
ang Lydéa the truck for some reason or other turned over. 
The soidicrs in the truck, thinking they wore fouled, 
fired a few shots in the air. Their shots were promptly 
answored and that wont on until the soldicrs ran out of 
ammunition in spite of tho fact that an Egyptian cmboyoo ' 
who was with the soldicrs kept calling on the Arabs to stop. 


— 


ote 


then the 4rabs finally came near and found ont ‘mas had 


reolly happened, they apologized, helped to upturn the fallen 


3 


truck and to reload it. The soldiurs were given sone amuni- 


HOr3 


ticn (just in case) and were biddon to go in posse, 


™Q CUT ONE'S NOSE TO SPITZ ONE'S F.C 


Ny. von Woiselts Rovisionis sts cre causing no cnd of 
’ 


tyou>le to the Jewish Agency in the hope of iimcing the 


eke Mmpear so unequal to the task it has asswuod of winning 
C.. ending for the Jews a state in Falostine that the 


“ovieh public would in duspair hand ovor cll 


is 


roicaus to ite Rovisionists who would then procccd to solve 

the wrosont dirficultics of the Yishuv by sending an 

axpedition to Yomon, For so it really scems! Tho Revision- 

tsts\tell the Jewish izency that it has faticl tho Jews 

by winning for thom only such a puny aud indefensible 

state when really common scnse would have mude the igency 
ke all Palestine and, in order to kcop it, press on 

to Transjordan and then, to safcguard that, to overrun 

He jaz which, in turn, can only be naintained by securing 

o strong left in Syria end Iraq, a strong rear in Lebanon 


1nd. <¢ strong right In Yenon. Whon all this is‘all settled, 


Zeypl would be a pienie ana the Jewish state would be 


Ani in order to spite the Jowish ageney, Revinionisb 
Chaoni wakss some surious rovelations ta Eiewishisy’ -~ on 


cnrucry 23, for instance. This is tho suvstance cf Shaanits 


The idea of partition as a means cf preventing clasitos 


betwoon Arabs and Jewg in Palestine is quits ovidonti 


BS 
3 
» p 


> 


failure since partition cannot bo achicvcd cxcont by 


-5- 


micans and these are absont today. Furthermore, partition 

os devised by UNO is quite impossible, The crazy-cuilt of 
eris-cross fonticrs between the Arad and the Towish projected 
stotcs would not enable the Jows to administcr thcir share 
without continuous war with the Arabs. 

Let us imagine, says Shaani, thas on hay 16, 1948, 
hs ccasod to care for anything that happens outside its 
evacnotioa points and that the fully amacd and uniferecd 
Tagarah is ready with an unending stream of tanks, planes 
and ticLi guns to go out and exccute the orders of the Jewish 
peovisicnal. covernment. ind let us imagine the Jowish Arny 
mais up of, Jct us suy 100,000 strong. Tho Jewish stato 
woule. havs te string these mon over hiudredcs o kilonucters 
of frontiers to repel attack ‘and, at the sare tino, be 
p2tparcd to safeguard the state ageinst haf a million arabs 
within it. Supposing, anyway, the Jowish oiny was able to 
protect the Jewish state from within and without. 

It is vory difficult to imagine that the Arabs are to 
romain silent. But suppose they are silenced «md would not 
attempt any attack, How is a state going to mauintain itself 
econouically if its 700,000 citizen must provide for and 
miuirtain from anongst themselves an army of 100,000? 

Ehiani thinks it quite imyossible to defcai that state 
which sould casily be subjected to serious diffieultics 
by 2 uere force of 5,000 Arabs at ony point urd cb uny tino, 
irgo, ths hevisionists scom to say. tuc Jowl.oh agency should 
sock to inelude tho whole of Palestine in the Jcowicn stato 
so that thoroe will be no fronticrs botwocn Ar.bs onl Jowse 


Only, of course, there would be the trifling diztficulty for 


1 } “- 
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100,000 Jews to maintain themselves ag-inst 40 million Arabs 
wighout and a million and o half arabs within Palostinc. 
But why do people have international forces, anyway? 
NOW Tis MORLD FORCE 
it Least Senator Francesco cane out witn it - you really 
mist have an international foree for Palestine. Mr, Shortok 
las already launched the second phase of the Jewish "gimno" 
¢.1paign and he has started prompting those who are strutting 
Vhe stage at Lake Success, For now we are told that the 
. éewish request is not morely for an international foree but 
also for free arms to be presented to the Jews my nenbors 
of UNO and for free financial help from these samc moubers 
for the Pad! lg up and the maintaining o% -vixt the Jews 
yet hope. vo edie «s 

Vinpt Lowas "Give me that fellow's country". Then it 
WES “a2 y0 BO some of your poople to rill uy country", Now 
i+ «3 "Give ue a force to defend my scountry", "Sive mo arns 
for uy country" and, to make it completoly Jewish, "You 

. gotsa pay for all that", 

We have reccived many valuable coments and criticisms 
on the daily and weckly bullcotins of the Arab Office, We 
ceeply appreciate this gesture and we promise to take good 
heed of what is told us. We promise to do our best in the 
fixture to avoid the many mistakes wo have corusittec4, 
Guat Lux GHER | 

ara you pctter? That's good. oka 


Te HAntatnAtaAcns. 
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Sir Alen's Kerkbride, C.M.G., 0O.B.E., 
The British Embassy, 


Amman- . 
Transjordan. 





. From; High Commissioner for Palestine. I.Te 220 b 


Se : Secretary of State. 5 
Date: 1.2.45 at 1300 hours. 


e — , 
Nos 252. TOP SECRET.  IniEDIATE. yf 


Repeated to:- (iWashington Noe 54 (Please pass to UKDEL) 
wemin Cairo. 





Ambassador, Cairo (Please pass to PICwh)e , ¥ 
TOP SECRET. (Saghdad. sg Pt Qe 
ee Beirut. c. ee (+ =e 
VIWG. Jeddah. Ay 


aAlnnene A e 
walta (Please pags to C-in-C med). 
(Damascus. 






/ 
iy teiegram i. 17h. Jeckly Intelligence Appreciation. 


The gang whieh entered Samaria via Transjordan «and 
temporarily concentrseted at Tubue hes now split into smaller groups 
distributed in various villages of the Nablus and Jenin area 
The Arabs say that this dispersal is designed to strengthen the 
defences of Areb villages frontim the Jewish colonics of the 
mek; but since these villages aie not likely to be attacked 
unless they tuemseives start trouble this explanation is hardly 
convincing. wore probably the intention is by mcrging the gang 
in the gen-rel srab background to obviate the possibility of a 
round-up by the army. It seems probeble that no imnediate 
operations are intended, perhaps in consequence of the under- 
taking given to King Abduilah or perheps to avoid a clash with 
our security forces which might cost the guerillas dear. The 
present deployment mey indicete thet the initial Arab stragety 
will be to meke a pinccr movementfrom Galilee and f&emaria on the 
belt of Jewish settlements from Huife to Beisan, thus severing 
Jewish centres in maritime plain from those in Jordan valley, 
rather thun to intercept Jewish ccmecunicctions between Tel Aviv 
and Heaife by pressure on the scttlements between axa'anena and 
Haderae fhe Northern gueriil: group hos been inactive during the 
weeke 


2e It is now cstcblished thet Fawzi Qewukji did not cccompany 
his follovers vhen they entered Palestine on 20/21 Janucry. The 
officer in commend is SAFA ISMAIL, seid to be a wajor in the 
Iraci Army. According to unconfirmed report his second in 
command is :OHD UL ASHMAR, 2 figure fomilicr in the 1936 distur- 
bences when he wes Mufti to Fawzi Qewukji. The latter is 
popularly expected to assume his field command shortly, but 
according to the press he has moved to Egypt to complain of the 
leck of support f.om the Arcb states. This may betoken a change 
of immediste intention. 


3 The arrival of the Qawukji contingent hes produced a 
complicated situation in central Pciestine. It now seems probable 
thet the incursion of the Tubes gang hed been prearranged be tween 
Ismail Safwat and Fewzi Qawukji on one hand and the Defence Party 
leeders of Nablus on the oth=r, and thet it was Abdul Qadir Husseini's 
visit to the area (with the evident intention of bringing it under 
his commend) which drove the Defence Party to ally themselves with 
an element which, elthough also opposed to the wufti, is definitely . 
not on the side of King. abdullah. This tendency, in a vital 
strategic arca of Palestine, will, unless corrected, seriously 

olter the balence of power in “geographical Syria" as between 


Syria/ee. . 


ae. 
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annexc tion. The situction is however unstcble and may shortly 

modified. Fow2i Qewukji is now said to be designated for the 
conmund of the guerillce forces in Northern Palestine, with centrcl 
end Southern Palestine under s«bdul {sadis Husseini cond Hassan 
Solemeh, te whom elements of the Liberation Army in their creas 
would be subordinste. Should this situr:tion develop it may well 
be thst the Defence Party, unrepresented in the division of commends 
ond with a Husseini opcrating in their preserves, would ogain turn 
to King ..odullch cm work for the cntry of the arch Legion into 
centrel Palestine. even so, the chenecs of King .bdullsh bring 
abl. to cxtend his cuthority ovicr °1l of urcb Pricstine hrve not 
bocn improved: cond then thure is + possibility tht (cssuming thet 
ugypt mekes no mov.) Northern Priestince will come under Syricn 
eccuprtion, with King .bdull:h's cuthority rceotricted to the 
c.ntre snd South. 


eG: end Trensjorden, and night defeat King .bdullch's intentions 
6 


4e In the Husseini cemp too internei difficultics sre developing. 
abdul yedir Husscini's high-h:i nécd treatment of the Nationcl 
Commitvecs, combined with his r.i:tive lseck of success in actions 
against the Jcwe, ond possibly clsa with pressure excreice. by this 


Government towards ais removei, hre lca cert:in members of the ...H.C. 
tc feovour his withdravel, end therc mre reports tht he has clready 
left the country. Pyeiction S.cic *jso to be Adevceloping between 

the foreign ond th. Pelentinica clemcnts of the Yubss group; the 
weHe Ce is trying to dutceh th Uitesr from voawzi Qgawukji's commend 


in order to streagthca +h forsci of th. locsl leaders who look to 


the «tufti. 

be The minor ».rcb cucesss fine 34410 Surpik vhen ten members of a 
Hegench colum were tilldea rer « trifling ircb loss, supports 
belicf thet in fiphting in the hill country the Jews are unlikely 
to hold their own outside thir acfence p-rimctcis. This 
engeceement epprrently Geveloped fron « Jewish opcration to prevent 
the mining of the Jel aviv - Jerusalem convoy: it seems thet the 
arebs intend to make extcnsive use of lond mines, which will 
grcatly sdd to our difficultics cml to thoce of the Jews in main- 
taining cssenticl communications. 


6. There hrs been + recrudescence of train robberies, which the 
army is combatting by the increcscd use of escorts. 


7s The situction in the three lerge towns remcins more or less 
static. In Heaife there is en .rab move for ao truce; «areb losses 
cre Scid to be near the £2,000,000 mark; «nd the srabs ere coming 
to renlise taat with their present rcsources they ecnnot equal 

the Jews in urben fighting. The Mufti is reported to hve 
vetoed c truce, but to heve egrecd that the arabs shall stand on 
the defcnsiv. until the British forces hive left. In Jerusclem 
too the arcbs would probcbly now be gind of © moduc_vivendi which 
would secure them eqadnet further Jewish reprisels, bu cre ere 
considerable diffieultics in the wey of reaching an ugrcement,. 
There hes been e-flare-up on the Jaffa-Tel ..viv boundary £01] cretus 
the lifting of the curfcw. 


8. In .rab rurrl eress tare is a steady ond inevitebdle 
diminution in thc cuthority of Government, cnd vhat remains of 
respect for life «nd wroperty derives fro. self-imposed restraint 
rather then from the cuthority of Government snd the security 
forces. Unauthorized arob ro.¢ blocks continue to give trouble, 
end there heve bech regrettable ceres in which the army has 
suffered ccsualties when misiukcn for Jewish terrorists. The 


problei/e. eee 


Sheet 4% 


oblem presented by these improviced rosd blocks, whose purpose 
genuinely to scfeguird urcb localities from surprise cttacks 
y Jews, is « difficult one, since the crmy is neturally reluctzat 
to show its credenticls to un-uthoriz<d civilicns, while the srabs, 
mede suspicious by the frequent dec.ptions of Jcvish terrorists 
dresced cs britich troops and police will undoubtcdly continue to 
fire on vehicles which do not stop ana iccntify themsclves. 


9% The Yishuv is intcnsifyin: its mobilization drive. The 
first stec. involving the rccistr:tion «wf persons in the age groups 
17-25 is now reported’ es comrictc. 16,000 names heve been 
recordcd, representing 72% of the tots) of thesc groups. The 
NeiieO. has refusud to rcegist.r unt hos been grentcd exemption on 
thc ground thet its membcore :rc alrcedy mobilized. One of 

Ben Gurion's motives ics ccoid to hrvi becn «a wish to foree merbers 
of the N.inwO. to dcclire therscives by claiming cxemption on 

this ground. The Stern Grown ic allo ing its members to 


registcr os individucls. Strong mctsures ure to be token ageinst 
shirkurse She registretion of l- ter ege groups is to begin 
shortly. 

10. Negotistions with the dissidents are still going on and 


Silver is said to be urging that it is cessenticl thet an intcrin 
undcrstending be recched with the N.wO. if neccssury by the 
eStcblishment of « joint high co.mand and by the tllocation to 
the N.uw.0. of «rt of the crms reccived from cbrocd. But 
difficultics continue, cmong them dissgrecricnt on the policy 
toverds the .zrcbs end towrrds the sceurity forccs. The incident 
mentioned in pare 8 of my telez-re. undcr reference is to be the 
subject of « "public" cnquiry. 


ll. There ore cigns thet the Jewish public is becoming 
inercusingly cpprehcnsive of the outcome of the struggle with 
the aribSe The aacney still professes confidence, but enxiety 
is. menifest in the prowing urgency of the dcmend for cn 
intern:.ticnel implementing forcce. 


12. There hes been sone further improvement in thc cttendcnce 
of Peiestinicn staff «it Government offices in Jeruselem. 


13. Since this was drerted, cn unconfirmed report hes been 
reeccived th: t 900 more gucrill:rs h ve entered Pelestine from 
Trens jordan vic the Deamiveh Bridge. 


26 2.48. 
GVT. 


(COPIED) . 
(3/10u,/28) (7) 


y pee TELEG RAM / 


From ... High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 
To..British Legation, AMMAN... 





Despatched ..4e2048 (22200 bra) ow. Recd: 52048 (11,15 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








No. 286 Addressed to Secretary of State. Repeated Washington, 
United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador & 
Commander in Chief), Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, 

British Consul Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT FEBRUARY 2nd & 3rd. 


(1) At 1745 hours on 2nd a British soldier on sentry 
duty in Jaffa was shot and killed by unknown persons believed 
Jews. 


(2) Reference item (2) of my telegram 264 the casualties 
weres one killed, 21 wounded all Jews. 


(3) At 1810 hours on 3rd Arabs fired on the guards at 
Central Prison, Jerusalem, and threw a score bomb, During the 
attack two Arab prisoners escaped from the prison, 


(4) During the morning of the 3rd in Haifa a private car 
and taxi occupied by Jews drove up to an Arab building in the 
eastern quarter, the Jews in the private car alighted and 
drove off in the taxi, the private car exploded shortly afterwards 
extensively damaging the building killing 4 and wounding three 
persons all Arabs. 


(5) At 1530 hours on the 3rd a Jewish convoy passed an 
Arab Legion camp near NEVE Shanaan and according to a sentry 
shots were fired into the camp by persons in the convoy, the fire 
was returned and 2 Jews were killed, 15 wounded. 


(6) At 1555 hours on the 3rd in Haifa, armed Arabs attacked 
two British constables and attempted to steal their rifles, one 
of the attackers opened fire killing one constable and seriously 
wounding the other. 


(7) At 20.00 hours in Rehovoth on the 3rd unknown persons 
fired on three British constables killing two ani wounding one 
of them 


(8) In other incidents on the two days following 


casualties occurred: British : 4 wounded, Arabs: 5 killed, 
20 wounded, Jews: 3 killed, 11 wounded. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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Cypher y/orp 


From :tir. Trott, JEDDA, To ;—H.M.Minister, 






Received 3/2/48 (09,15) 





Despatched 2/2/48 (20,15) 






TOP SECRET. 
Your telegram No, 
I mentioned the (subject(2)) orally to the Emir Feisal this 

morning. He thought that it would be a(1) mistake(1) to 





interfere with the contracts for Egypt and Iraq, because 
(1) those arms were not for Palestine but for those two 


countries and 

(2) the Jews with their mlimited financial(1) resources 
would find the means to elude all restrictions and 
prohibitions(1) in any case. 

Cairo pass B.M.E.0, as my 19(1). 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W0053, DEsh0. SOM. ct suet 10/46 









Cypher 1p/oTp 


FILE NO.3/101,/1,8, UTELEGRAM. Yah (D 
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From:— S.OF 5, F.O. LONDON, To :— H.M.Minister, ANNAN, 


Despatched 4/2/48 (10,50) Received 4/2/48 (13.00) 









of 3rd February, 1948. 


SECRET. 


Addressed to Beirvt telegram Noe72, of February 3rd, 


Repeated for information to Calme, Baghdad, Jedda, Damascus, ‘Amman, 
B.M.E.O. and Jerusalem, / 


fon) a pi 
AW Ys . 


It is a fact that 21 AUSTER airoraft(1)heve been sold by the 
British Stores Disposal Mission in Middle East to AVIRON Palestine 
Aviation Co. 


Your telegram No.60, 


2. In answering questions on this transaction you should 
point(1) out that all(1) of these aircraft were not only unarmed 
but also unserviceable, Their sale was effected in the open 
market after invitations to tender had been sent to Arab as well 
as other purchasing concerns and the highest tender was accepted, 
No spares will be supplied for (AJSTINS - Sic ? AUSTERS intended) 
and no assistance will be given in servicing them, 


3, Although the aircraft were not classified as military material, 
and their sale was not inconsistent with our policy of denying 
military supplies to either side in Palestine, it is recognised 
that the(1) transaction will be criticized and steps have now been 
taken to prevent the transfer of any further aircraft to either 
Jews or Arabs in Felestine. 


For your ow information the Palestine Government are 
examin: the possibility of withholding flying licenses for 
AMSTINS (Sic ? AUSTERS intended). 


Cairo only pleese pess B.I,E.0. 9s my telegram 10503, 


Br, 


WSIW57, DESEO. SOM teorte). 1nd. 













oz w.sou/e, TELEGRAM. J 
Cypher 1(/OTP a W- | / 


Gear ie Lele “ 


From :— S.OF S. F.O. LONDON, To :— H.M.Minister, AMIAN. 





Despatched 5/2/48 (12,40) Received 5/2/48 (12.45) 





of 14th Popruary, 1948. 












IMMEDIATE 
Addressed to Washington telegram No.U;16 of Fe 









d, Jedda, 


Repeated to U.K, Delegation New York, Cairo, 
1) for information. 


Beirut, Demascus, Amman, B.M.E.0., Jerusal 





My immediately following telegramcontains the text of a 
question which will be put to the Minister of Defence in the House 
of Comaxia- thts afternoon Pebrumy 4th and of the Ministers acaver. 
eat once and arrange for the 


2, Please convey the text to LOVETT 


fullest possible publicity after(L) 3.30 pem. London time. 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(uDLen/ita). 
Nef 
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PILE YO.S/0/8. TRL EGRAM. ( 2D) 
Eb nar IS 


Cypher (W/2) : 
f 

Gear 

From :— U,ii,Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.OF 5, F.O, LONDON, 


Despatched 6e2e1948 (16.20)  — Received 


of Sth February, 194.8, 


Addressed to Foreign Offic 


Repeated to Jedda 
Baghdad 
Beirut 
Cairo 
Demascus 
BLM.E.O. 
Jerusalem 


SECRET, 
Jeddah telegram 5 to 








e telegram No.68 of 5th February, 


No, 2 

No,22 SAVING, 
Noe23 SAVING, 
Noe 21 SAVING, 
No,21 SAVING, 
Noe23 SAVING, 
No. 26 SAVING, 


4 


Jerusalem (of 1st February, 1948). 





King Abdullah had already been werned by the Iraqi Legation 


at Jeddah thet volunteers 
sent to Pelestine shortly, 


and arms from Saudi Arabia would be 
As these people cen only reach 


Palestine through Transjordan (mless they go round through Syria) 
the King is apprehensive that this may in fact be a preliminary 
to a Saudi invasion of the districts of Ma'an and Aqaba with 


Palestine as a pretext, 


He is definite that any such Saudi 


invasion of Transjordan territory will be resisted by force, 


(asu/el/a), 


W30057, D1350, 55M. (t sorts). 10/45. 


FRODROME, 





FILE NO,S/1014/48, 7 : TELEGRAM 
. / ¢. 
Cypher (w/r) Go 


bode — 
/ 
From :—4H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.OF S. F.0O. LONDON, 


Despatched 41.1948 (16,21) RiwehenX 





of 44th February, 1948, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.65 of 4th February. 


Repeated to Baghdad = No,20 SAVING, 
Beirut \ No, 21 SAVING, 
Cairo -) /Nogl19 SAVING, 
Damascus W- No,19 SAVING, 
Jedda XY ) Noe21 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. ,| No.22 SAVING, 
Jerusalem ay No.25 SAVING, 


Jerusalem's telegram 253 (of lst of February, 1948). 

I am still unable to confirm that any party of volunteers 
crossed Jisr Damiyeh after the original incursion, [There seems to 
be no doubt that the crossing of e second party was intended vide 
Damascus! telegram of the 30th January but the refusal of King 
Abdullah to allow the detachment to enter Transjordan seems to have 
been effective 

\ It-may be that the reports referred to by Jerusalem are echoes 
the original intention which mas not in fact given effect, 


PRODROME. 


(ask /HDLeu/H1A). 


W30057. DISSO, 55M. (5 sorts). 10/45. 


FL 10.5/100/\8e RT RGRAM. : “2 





Cypher m/oTp i 
Code. Ye 
Gear 


From :— ,éM.4mbassador, JEDDA, To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 3/2/48 (08,25) —- Received 4/2/48 (12,05) 


of ona February, 1948. 





Addressed to Jerus2lem telegram No.7 of February 2nd. 


Repeated to Foreign Office, Cairo, B.M.E.0., Amman and Saving 
Baghdad, Beirut end Damascus. 


SECRET, - | 
sBoRER fl, 
My telegram Noede : 
I have now been told by HAFEZ WAHBA that IBN SAYD hes _ 

OP pt JI 
permitted a number of NEJDI volunteers to "do or die/in Palestine, 
Apart from the supplying motor transport as fer as JAUF in the 
_Wedi STRIAN the Fing has given ho assistance, These volunteers 
have been told not to interfere with the Britishy. 


2. =I understand that they have not yet left, 


Ceiro pass Memin' as my 22, 


ona 


Wa 
a 


W357, DISSO. SOM. 64 sorte 145. 


($/1014,/48) (COPIED) 
SAOHOOANTK 


Ce spose anteaessiorieneoaced TELEG RAM 


From ...High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 





To... British Legation, AMMAN. 





ee ee ee 
Despatched 502048. (4e15 hrs) nade Reod: 52.48 (19.30 hrs) 
Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








& Commander in Chief), Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, 
British Consul, Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT FEBRUARY 4th, 


(1) During the afternoon a convoy of military vehicles 
encountered road blocks between Bethlehem & Hebron and was 
fired on by unknown persons believed Arabs. The fire was 
returned with no known results. Military casualties were 1 
British soldier killed and 4 wounded, 


(2) During the mrning traffic on the road between 
Tiberias & Metulla, under fire. Two Jews and one British 
soldier were wounded. A military platoon later went to the 
area and engaged the attackers with bren guns and mortars, 
Six Arabs in uniform surrendered to the military force and 
after questioning were found to be Syrians. One other Arab 
is believed to have been killed in the engagement. 


(3) Jewish workers leaving a quarry at Majdal Sadik, 
Ramle, were fired on by Arabs. A party of Jews proceeding to 
the soene was also fired at. Total casualties were: 1 Jew 
killed and 3 Jews injured. 


(4) In other incidents casualties were: British: 
1 wounded. Arabs: 6 killed, 3 wounded. Jews: 2 killed, 
23 wounded, 


Secretary of State No. 294. Repeated United Kingiom 
Delegate No, 307, Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador 
HIGH COMMISSIONER, 





J 2 . \ 
FILE NO.S uv { } 
0/8 & Te RLRGRAM. Ab) 
Cypher (i7/r) 
Cade : 
From:— H,l.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF 8S, F.0. LONDON, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,70 of 6th February, 


Repeated to Baghdad No,23 SAVING, 

Beirut No,25 SAVING. 
* Cairo No, 23 SAVING, 
Deme.scus i 5 No,23 SAVING, 
Jedda. { | S No, 24. SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. No.25 SAVING, 
Jerusalem No, 28 SAVING, 


My telegram 65 (of 4th February, 198) about volunteers for 
Palestine, 


1, Although I am without actual evidence I now believe that a 
perty of volunteers from Syria did pass through Trans jordan on the 
night of the 29th of January and that they left their transport 
in the Jorden valley and crossed the river in small parties over 
verious fords, Their numbers seem to have been about 200 in all 


end not 900 as originally reported, 


I tackled both the King and the Transjorden authorities about 
this informally and received a denial in both cases, As I am 
without means to substantiate any allegation I make it seems 
difficult to cerry the matter any furthere 


I did, however, read the King another lecture on the 
wickedness of creating difficulties for allies, 


FRODROME. 


(ASK/CcID/HA). 


W30057. DI350, 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


FILE 10.S/10U/.0 RT RGRAM. (4) 
Cypher ID/OTP 4 


a 





Aver 
‘From :—S.OF S. 7.0, LONDON, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 
Despatched 4/2/48 (15,06) Received 


of 3rd February, 1948, 





TOP SECRET. 
Addressed to Damascus telegram 0.58 of February 3rd, 
’ 


Repeated for informetion Bairut, Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda, immen, 
B.M.3.0. AND Jerusalem, sian 


i @ yp 
Your telegram No,61, ——~ (2 Cae 


Since the 123 Bren guns awaiting delivery to. Syrian 
Government formed part of the consignment which agreed to 
release in July and August 1947 we do not propose to interfere 
with their delivery unless a totel embargo is agreed with 
Areb Governments before they are despatched, 


2, It is important no publicity should be given to the 
arrival of this final consignment, Please therefore take all 
possible precautions to keep the matter out of the press. 


(Cairo only) Flease pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram No,10403, 


(CoB/EBA). 


W3005;, Dis5o, SoM. cteorte). 14h 


® \ 


FILE NO.S/10U,/48¢ AE GRAM. yee 
| 3 (20) 





Cypher mp/oTP 


x 4 ie 
Clear 
From :— B.U.E.O., CATRO. To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 
Despatched 4/2/88 (15.40) Received 5/2/48 (17.45) 






Addressed to Jerusalem telegram No.12 of February 3rd, 


Repeated to Foreign Office, Jedda, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, 
Amman and Washington. 


SECRET, f 
Following from CLAYTON, | 





Jedda telegram Noe5~“to wee 

Sheik HAFIZ(1) WAHBA told me that he knew a nunber of 
tribesmen were at Riyadh asking to be provided with motor 
transport to proceed to Palestine. He said nothing about arms. 


Foreign Office please pass to Washington as my telegram No.5, 


a MEMIN, 
Pa 


W087. DISS, SOM. +t wort 145. 









(9/04/48) 7ELEGRAM n 
fc 


Cypher ( ID/DTP) 
Lode 


eax 
| From :— Hele Ambassador,JEDDA 7):— Hele Minister, AMMAN. 


~ 


4/ 


Despatched 4, 2. 48 ( 10. 30) Received 4, Ss 48 ( 14. 45) 
of Ord February, 1948, 






Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.55 
of February 3rd repéated to Arab posts, Jerusalem, 





Be. MeEe Oe wy f | : 
SECRET. | 0 i ye 









Beirut j1egram No.60 to you. 


ficial in cherge of the Ministry for 
Foreign airs came to see me late on the eveningof 
February/lst. and enquired about this report which he 
come in answer to the King. He asked whether 


The 


this ant that we had abandoned our policy of neutrality. 
As I/had not at that time seen Jerusalem telegram 
No. 207 to Beirut (No.191 to Colonial Office) I said 


that I would enquire into the truth or otfherwise 
of the report. 


2. During my interview the Amir Feisal on February 
4th I gave him FACTUAL information contained in «4 
Jerusalem telegram which clea#ly could not be concealed. 
He wgs, yiously perturhed at the occurrence and not 
{MOLLIFIED by the fact that the aircraft 


are not werlike stores. 


Cairo pass Memin as my Noe 24. 


(CJB/PW/MH) 


W30057, DISKO. SAM. ct sorte) yds, 


Code, Cypher 1. Le TELEGRAM CAO. 67. 


or Clear ? 






From 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 









GPP. 91440—15,000—22,4.47 


Hee 20, SGBGRET-  J[MUEDIATE- 
Repeated Saving Secret to Cairo, Amman, Beirut, 


Your telegram No. 7+ /é 
HaJDI volunteers. 
Greet, See aay etepe take to stop departure. 















‘GAGAS) euphepal. (93) | 


Cypher LY p ge 
oaaxx 7 


ya 
‘hezxx % i 
From :— HC. JERUSALEM To :—He Me 4trhister » AMMAN. 


Received 5.2.48 (11.50) 








Despatched 4¢2.1948 (21.00) 
No. 502 of 





4th February, 1948, 





Addressed to Secretary of State No. 288 SHORE, y ) 


repeated to Caim No.34, Damascus NoeS00, Beirut 
NoeSOl, Amman No.302, Baghdad No.20, aa 
Amman telegram to Foreign Office No.5 epeated 
‘to me only. 


The incursion of armed and organised bands from 
Arab states has to be considered from three aspects ;:- 
(a) Its effect on the already difficult problem 
of maintaining law and order in Palestine; 


(b) The embarrassment caused to His Majesty's 
Government before the United Nations, 

(c) The relations of His Majesty's Government with 
the Arab world as a whole. 


2. The points (@) and (b) do not require further 
elaboration except a reminder that Sini/Alexander 
CADOGAN has promised the Commission that the Mandatory 
Power will defend the wholeJcountry against armed 
eageression. a 


3. Point (c) does not aopear to have received 
sufficient attention, It seems to me that there is a (1) 
tendency to be concenned more with precarious maintenance 
of day to day good relations with the arab Governments 
than with the prevention of events which if they continue 
may Well have disastrous results for His Majesty's 
Government's relations with the entire Arab world, 

It will surely be appreciated that in view of the 


Considerations / 


W30057, DISSO, SAM. ctsurt Hyde. 





considerations of (a) and (b) above this Government 
cannot afford to remain passive in the face of Arab 
incursions from Syria, Transjordan dnd elsewhere and 
that more drastic action may soon be unavoidable. 
Such action gould only be a large scale military 
engagement with the next band which attempts to enter, 
which hitherto has not been undertaken not because ef7y< 
security forces could not do it, but becsuse I- am unwilling 
to precipitate its consequences. Control of the 
frontiers to the extent suggested by His Majesty's 
Minister at Amman in paragraoh 2 of his telegram 
under reference would almost certainly involve just 
such an action. “he Arabs would cer‘ainly be defeated 
robably with heavy casualties. The effect of a 

? gr. omitted) against a band containing (gr. undec. ) 
from several Arab states upon British relations with 
those states and its effect in Palestine can readily 


be imagined. 


ee te 







4. I must emphasise that in this matter (1 
prevention is better, perhaps easier and cer 
(1) detrimental to good relations, thmtb 
In paragraph (1) 4 of my telegram No.17% (repeated to 

all stations & marked Important) I asked that the 
strongest possible pressure be brought on the Arab League 
and the Arab States to secure the withdrawal of the band 
which entered Palestine on January 2lst 27 This 

has not been done. In view of the Arab Higher 
Committee's inability to control this force, which is 
under the command of FAWZI KAWUKJI, who is at LOGCER fisADS 
with the MUFTI, but persone grata with certain Arab 
states, the only alternative effective action is a 
military engagement with the band. This is by now 


doubtful (1) (gr. undec.)by its dispersion and 


His / 


W387, DIS. SSM. oct sort yas 


TELEGRAM. 





His Majesty's Government are thus saddled with the 
task of explaining why no effective action was taken 
either in Palestine or elsewhere. 


5. I should (gr. undec.) wish to adopt a hostile 
attitude towards Transjordan and appreciate the King's 
difficult position But 1 must emphasise thet Trans jordan 
has recently permitted the passage through (1) its 
territory into Palestine (on what - sic) were in fact 
organised military contingents and that Trans jordan 
military (1) forces (1) have obstructed the Palestine 
Police in their efforts to close the frontier to such 
transit (1). There is now no doubt that there was a 
second incursion via DAMIYEH bridge. Such action, I 
sugeest, justifiesg the strongest possible protest 
even to a friendly Government. The question of the 
bridges is no threat but a possibility which may be 
forced on us a8 a necessary and reasonable security 


measure. 


6. I trust (1) His Majesty's Government (gr. omitted) 
taking into consideration all aspects of the problem 
wbll feel able to instruct His Majesty's Representative 
to take the strong lines repeatedly requested by me. 
There is however no doubt that the Syrian nationals are 
at the root of the trouble (1) and may well be trying 
to embabnacs Transjordan with us. Itherefore would 
suggest however the matter is dealt with in Trans jordan 
(gre undec. ? earnestly) and firm action is taken with 
the Syrian Government. Perhaps in its case there 

may be thepossibility of the threat of sanctions. 


HIGHCOMA. 


WS0085, DISKO, SOM. ct wart bya. 





(S/1014/48 ) Tigris i J 


Cypher (ID/OTP) al 
Lede 


From :— HeC. Jerusalem To:—He Me Minister, Amman. 


(20.00) 


Despatched 7th February, 1948. Received 8.2.48 (10.35) 






of 7th February, 1948. 







IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Amman No.339 repeated to 
Secretary of State No.517, masciks No. 540. 


SECRET. 
My telegram No.275 to Amman. 


The obstructions which had been placed by the 
police at the Palestine end ofSheikh Hussein and 
Damiyeh bridges in order to prevent incursion of further 
mechanised columns of Arab guerillas: were yesterday 
removed by units of Arab Legion operating from Trans- 
jordan. The officer in charge of the detachment 
ab Damiyeh has stated that they were acting under the 
orders of their KAID at Amnan. I shall be obliged if 
you will make an immediate and emphatic protest to 
the Trausjordan Government at this unwarranted and 
highly irregular interference with measures which I have 
authorised for the maintenance of security within 
Palestine. If, as I can scareely believe the action 
was ordered by a senior officer of the a=eb Legionz(1) 
Headquarters I shall of course expect to receive a 
full explanation. ” 
2. An unconfirmed report has reached me that a body 
of 1,000 Arabs entered Palestine in the early hours 
of February 5th across Seok south of Damiyeh bridge. 
In the event of my having¥confirmag this, I trust 
that immediate representations will be made to the 
Governments of Transjordan and Syria 


HIGHCOMA. 


W30087, DISS, SOM. ct aor) 14h, 
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Number of Groups 








From :— 


Despatched 6.2.48 (19.00 hrs) 





High Commissioner, To:— British Legation, 
JERUSALEM IAN. 


Received 602048 (20.30 hrs) 





Addressed to Secretary of State No. 306. Repeated to 
Washington No. 67 (Washington please pass to United 
Kingdom Delegate as my No. 323), Beirut No. 32, Amman 
No. 325, Memin No. 2h, Jedda No. 21, Aden No. 326, 
Damascus No. 327, Aleppo No. 328. 

In view of the fact that daily imcidents reports 
from here are of an anpetitive nature are not of great 
value and are extremely expensive to send telesrams 
they will henceforth be sent by telegraph to London, 
Washington and United Kingdom Delegate, New York, 
only and to all other addresses by saving. Any 
incidents of outstanding political importance will, - 


of course, continue to be notified to all by telegrams. 


, HIGH COMMISSIONER 


MH/SF 


W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE { a 


All communications to be addressed to: DEPARTMENT OF SURVEYS 


Director of Surveys, Jaffa P. O. Box 676 
Telephone 4248. Telegrams “Surveys Jaffa" 


JAFFA 





In reply please quote No............--- 


4th. February,..1948. 


N awl be < 


Mitchell ‘phoned me from Jaffa to deal with 
your request through the P.S. to H.E. for a copy of 
our Index to Villages and Settlements, Scale 1:250,000. 
He found it hard to believe that you wanted 
only a blank one, and so asked me to send also a 
copy overprinted with our interpretation (from a 


cabled description) of the U.N. Partition Plan. 


ww) yuarky 
sane éoRe 
Nia : ae 


—_ — 
oem 


Sir Alec S. Kirkbride C.M.G., 0.B.E., M.C. 
British Minister, 

Amman 

Trans jordan. 


I enclose them herewith. 


(3/1014/48) SELEGRAM. 


Cypher ( ID/OTP) 
Codx 






(w/T) 


“PT 








From :— BeMelieO., Cairo. To:—H.Me Minister, Amman, 


Received 7¢2.48 (16.00) 





Despatched 7.2. 48 (15.30) 
of 6th February, 1948, 






IMMEDIATE. 


Addressed to Amman telegram Noell of February 
6th repeated to Foreign Office, Jedda, Beirut, 
Damascus, Baghdad, Jerusalem. 


SECRET. 
Personal from Clayton. 


IKHWAN AL MUSLIMIN paper of February 6th 
carrief full page feature containing amongst: other. 
material the Arab text of an alleged top secret document 
sent by me to the Ambassador. } 






2. The alleged document is complet KiedlO 
and contains evidence of this in its #6rm of number 
date and signature and official f 
(mut. gr. - used) out here by 






oy Nevertheless cer n statements attributed to 
SAMIR PASHA bear some_résemblance to those reported 

in my telegram No.6? SAVING to Foreign Office of 
December 15th, 1947, repeated Saving to you (1). 

Other remarks of his are the distorted version of what 
he said in the course of conversation. Most of his 
alleged statements were never made to me but might well 
(1) represent his views. 


4. It seems to me therefore that some (1) 
conference between Semir and the King or someone else 
may have been partially overheard, 


5. Z do not ye: 


WS0087, DISSO, GAM. cteurte’. yah: ) { 





- Page 2 - 


5. I do not think tt likely thet the telegram 
itself was seen as it contains far more explosive 
material than the newspaper article but I am having 
the possibility of leakage investigated. 


6. Perhaos you will be able to assure Samir 
that there has been no breach of confidence on our part. 


MEMIN. 


W30057, DISKO, 55M. ctsorte. 14s. 


the position regarding the publication by the Ikieen el 
Maslimeen papas, 
2. Semie Pashe asked me to thank you for having taken 
20 mish trouble over the mtter and te say thet he quite 
understood how things were, 
3. I om sending copies of this letter to Eastern 
Department of the Pereian Office and to Jedda, Beirut, 
Demascus, Baghdad end Jeruselem, 

Yours sincerely, 


(Sed) A. S. KIRKBRIDE 


a ca 
of GRE i 
No (8/101A/48)» 
ae. Majesty's Minister at «=> uma 
his compliments tofhe Bastexm Depte, P..0, LONDON. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under- mentioned 
documents. 


British......1@@awdg.......... 





M4794 32247 (8) 
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Cypher M/OTP 
Code 


Clear 
From :— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON, To :— H.M,.Minister, AMMAN, 









6Y2/48 (18,30) 





Despatched Received 670/1,8 (19,30 






CONFIDENTIAL 


The refusal of H.M.G, to ampree to the earlier arrival of the 
U.N.Commission in Palestine before May lst has led to widespread 
accusations of obstruction and consequent loss of goodwill, 


2. The fact is thet H.M.G. have no intention of obstructing the 
comission's work and are doing their best to fit the commission's 
requirements into their plans for the withdrawal from Palestine, 


3. We are advised that the srriveal of the commission will elmost 
certainly be the signel for a general flere up of violence in 
Palestine, In this connection it might be well to recall that the 
arrival of an international commission in MOGADISHU led to serious 
trouble, The situction in falestine is infinitely more complicated 
and dangerous and whereas the commission which visited Mogadishu 
was merely on an EXPIOR.TORY mission the commission planning to go 
to Palestine will be arriving to enforce a decision which ha@ been 
rejected not only by the mejority of the inhabitants of the country 
itself but by everyone opfteighheuring countries, 


4. $It is however not necessary for the Commission itself to go to 
Falestine in order to begin its preperatory work there, The Palestine 
Government have offered to receive the members of its Secretariat at 
any time and this offer has been communicated to the Commission in 
New York by Sir A,Cadogen, It is surely better even from the 
Commission's point of view that its staff should be able to start 
work in a relatively calm atmosphere rather than to arrive with the 
Commission itself and to find the country in chaos, 


Be While this concession should be emphasised it should also be 
pointed out that H.J’.G, have consistently and publicly stated from 
the beginning that Britain could not be » party to the imposition 

of any decision on Palestine which was not acceptable to both Jews(1) 
and Arabs, It(1) follows that the Commission cannot begin ‘to 


enforce/sse2 


WS0087, DISh, SOM. ctsorts. yds. 





enforce the partition plan while the Mendatary Power is 
responsible for maintaining ordere 


6. We heve too (? gDe omitted ? much) responsibility to our 
own troops and police which we should not be ashamed to stress 
in view of the extreme reluctance which has been so far shown 
by other merbers of the U.N. to volunteers to take their places 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


d 


(CoB/HA). Copy to:- S/894/48. 


WS0057, DESO. GSM. cteorto. lye. 
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6th February, 1948. 


) 


~— 


Sir, 
(Sgd.) A. Ss. KIRTRO™ TE 


Your Exoellenay*s obedient servant, 


3483 


— ex for Palestine, , 


| 


ASK/SF 


Tore F.0. LONDON, 


PILZ §0,8/8B/A6, 
Frome |\.MJMinister, AMMAN, 


S ome (¥/2) 
aa 
helenae 


Deapatehed: 9,2,1945(11,15) 


iiss 


ia 


i $1 
el it i 
JHE al nf 


Copy to:- S/1014/48. o 






Repestsd 


Savise. 


(444) ia other insiGents casualties were 
wounded 


mre 18 Somaet 


SiS penrenry, 195. 


Pe me en ee ee ee | ee ae 


(w/T) 











(8/1014/48) ~ = ‘TELEGRAM. $3. 


Cypher ie 
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From :— HeMe Minister, AMMAN To :— FeO- LONDON. 





ReeeHeax 
9th February, 


Despatched 9+ 2.1948 (16.45) 
No. 75 of 











1948, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 75 
of February 9th repeated to 


Baghdad No.24 SAVING 
Beirut No.26 SAVING 
Cairo No.24 SAVING 
Damascus No.24 SAVING 
Jedda No.25 SAVING 
Be Me He Oe Noe26 SAVING 
Jerusalem Noe5O0 SAVING 


SECRET. 


Abdel gader Husseini end Hessen Salameh rang 
on Saturday evening from Derae asking that they should be 
permitted to visit the King at Shunet the next morning. 
They were given permission to proceed to Amman and to 
spend the night with a certein Damascene merchant. 
Enquiries early Sunday morning showed that they had 
never reached their host's house and police investigation 
ahowed that they had passed through Shunet in the early 
hours of the morning and crossed into Palestine on foot 
by e ford north of the Allenby bridge. 


The King was furious at basing tricked in this way 
and I hope that his reactions will secure e less complace 
attitude on the part of the local district authorities 
to persons passing to and fro: from Palestine. 


It appears that the two leaders were returning 
from a conference in Damascus end meade the detour in order 
to avoid crossing through the area of the Nablus district 
controlled by Fauzi's people where it is seid their 
lives might have been in danger. 


(ASK/H. D. L. M/MH. ) 


W30057, D350. 56M. «1 sorts), 10/45. 


(W/Z) | 


-_— = 


FILE N0,s/10U/48. © TELEGRAM. % 
Cypher 





be 


S “a 
M 
-_ 
From :— H.uuMinister, MAN, To:—S,0F S, FO. LONDON, 


Despatched 10/2/48 (16.42) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.8 of 10th February, 





Repeated to Damascus Noe 6 

Jerusalem No,10 

SECRET, LV ) 
ne 


Jerusalem's telegram No.339 (of 7th February, 1948) to Amman, 


I took the matter up with the Transjordan authorities as 
requested by Jerusalem and I em informed that the following is 
the position ;- 


The obstructions placed by the Falestine Police to stop the 
bridges at Sheikh Hussein ond Demiyeh are still in position 
but at each bridge an opening has been meade in the barbed 
wire lerge enough to enable a person to wriggle through. 
This was done to enzble an Areb Legion picket to be placed 
on the west end of the bridges at night time, The 
Trensjordan Government point cut that both these bridges 
which are of future potential importance to Transjordan have 
been blown up by Jews in the past and that as the Palestine 
authorities make no attempt to guard them now there is no 
reason why they should not again be demolished by Jews et 
any time wless the Arab Legion took the precautionary step 
referred to above in hours of darlmess, 


The Arab Legion state thet the local British military commanders 
were informed of and approved of their action before it was ' 
taken, 

+ 


(ASK/CIB/iA). 


W30057. Dis50. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 





FILE NO.S/10U/2B, { LLEOR AS ty Cy 


(w/t) Cypher “) re 
a lo ae 
/2 Uf 4 ¢ 
Seas it A 
From :— H.M.Minister, AMLAN, To :—S.0F S. « LONDON. 
Despatched 11/2/48 (12,35) Received 


of 10th February, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegrem No.79 of 10th Februrrye 


Repeated to Baghdad No.25 SAVING. 
Beirut No,28 SAVING, 
Cairo No,26 SAVING, 
Damascus No.26 SAVING, 
Jedda Noe27 SAVING, 
B.M.E.0. No,28 SAVING, 
Jerusalem W6e32 SAVING. 

TOP SECRET, oy 


Jerisalem's telegram No.288(of 4th February, 1948) to you. 


1. The position in the Arab areas of Palestine adjacent to 
Transjordan appears to be that the authority of the central government 
is proctically non-existent see paragreph 8 of Jeruselem's telegram 
No.252 (of 1st Februery, 1948). With this situation and an unguarded 
frontier it would be idle to hope that the Arab national organisations 
would allow a vacuum to exist, 


I doubt whether the Arab states could now secure the withdrawal 
from Palestine of the volunteer detachments even if they wished to 
and demands from Jerusalem that they should do nothing to assist 
the Arabs of Palestine so long as the Mandate exists seems to me to 
indicate that the strength of the indignation in Arab countries on 
the subject of events in Palestine is not fully appreciated. 


2, «As regerds the control of the Transjordan side of the frontier, 
it may be possible by continued pressure to prevent the crossing of 
further organised detechnents of volunteers with their transport 
but I ocn hold out no hope of checking the clandestine passage ‘of 
parties on foot across the ninety six fords which exist between the 
Sea of Galilee snd the Dead Sea, The physical means for such en 


effective blocking of the frontier ere not at age ree and 


\ j le/s. 22 
W30057, DISSO, 55M. (i xorts), 10/45. < a 





while by constant nagging I heve brought the King to issue 
stringent orders designed to check the crossing of Transjorden 
territory by volunteers for Palestine there is no doubt that the 
feeling here on the subject of Palestine is now so intense as to 
affect the efficiency and loyelty with which such orders ere 
carried out by the local officials, 


3, This is odmittedly not a satisfectory situation but it exists 
and I submit that it is not likely to be improved by bullying 
particulerly as it generally believed, doubtless without justifica- 
tion, thet the authorities in flestine are more inclined to help 
the Jews than the Arabs, I am using the methods which ny 
experience here has indicated are likely to produce the best results, 


(ASK/cIB/HA). 


W30057, Dis50, 55M. (1 sorts). 10/45. 
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AMMAN, 


From :— H.\M.lMinister, BEIRUT, 


Received 8/2/48 (19.00) 


of 6th February, 1948. 





Despatched 7/2/48 (15,50) 





Addressed to Foreign Office(1) telegram No.96 of Fehrusry 6th, 





Repeated to Jerusalem, Damascus, Ammen, Baghdad, Cairo, Jedde and 


BM.E.O. 
SECRET,(2) LIGHT. 

Jerusalen telegram No.266 to me; Falestine, 

I to-dey again stressed to the Lebanese Prime Minister the 
very grave risks involved in these large scale incursions pointing 
out not only that they would if repeated, lead to serious clashes 
with-the security forces but that the arabs would inevitably be 
the Losers . He cordially egreed and said(1) "You may be 
sure that the arabs will not give you the pleasure.of such a 
victory". 

2, I think he can be counted onlito mke this abundantly clear et 
the Areb League. . 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 336 


»” 


= H.M, MINISTER, 
HDleli/H14). 
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Code, Cypher Gear, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 


GPP. 21440—15,000—22,4.47 






No.324. IMMEDIATE 


Repeated Washington No.70 
UKDEL He.333 


Saving te: (Memin (please pass to Ambassador, C-in-C),. 


se fe 
British Consul Aleppo. — 


INCIDENT REPORT FEBRUARY 5th. 


(1) Shertly after neon Armed Arabs attacked Ottoman 
Bank messengers in Haifa and stole £ 550. One of 
the messengers, a Jew, was killed. 


(2) In other ineidents casualties were:- 


Arabs 
(Mr. ) Jews 6 killed wounded, 





(yl | 
Seeretary of State . 
nw 
CZ 
2. 
Repeated No. 72, UKDEL No. S43, 
Saving MEIN (please pass to Ambeesedor,0-in-C), 


Beirut, LDamaseus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, British 
Consul Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT FEBRUARY 7th. 


(2) Situation generally quiet apart from Jaffa/Tel Aviv shipping 
and series of minor clashes in SAFAD area of GALILEE. 


(2) Casualty figures: 
Britich 


1 wounded 
Arabs & killed 
2 wounded 
Joes oh Soaks 
wounded 
Others 1 rilied, 
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From :— H.l.iinister, AMMAN, To:—S.0F S. F.O. LONDON. 


Despatched 12.2. 1948 ( 17. 07) Received . \ 


of 32th shomanxy February, 1948, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegrem No,82 of 12th February. 


~ 





Repeated to Baghdad No.26 SAVING, 
Betrut No.29 SAVING, 
Cairo No.27 SAVING. 
Damascus No.27 SAVING, 
Jedda No,28 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. - Moe29 SAVING, 
Jerusalem No.33 SAVING, 

SECRET. 


Musa el Alemi has just arrived here from Demascus and geve me 
some interesting side lights on the politics of the Arab Stetes 
about Falestine and in particuler its Arab areas, 


2. He thought that the Syrians had definite ambitions to acquiring 
if not all Palestine, at least the Arab areas and the rift between 
the Syrian President and the Mufti arose from this fact. If 

Trans jordan intervention in Palestine became «a fuat it was probable 
in his opinion thit the President and the Mufti would sink their 
differences in order to present a common front against King Abdullah, 


The Syrisn President was however confident that H.M.G, would 
not permit the King to use the Arab Legion in Palestine. 


Musa el Alemi seid that he and his friends would welcome the 
union of Palestine and Transjordan, 


3. He had heard that it wes the Jewish intention to ocapy certain 
strategic points in the Arab areas as soonas the Menddte terminated, 
The usual excuse of it being necessary for defensive purposes would 
be used, He felt that if they did this the intervention of the 
Arsab armies would be justified, 


4. He suggested that it would be useful for detachments of the 
drab Legion in civil clothes to infiltrete into certain parts of 
Pelestine/P.T.O5+ 


W0057, D350. 55M. (5 sorts). 10/45. 


= ou 


Palestine before the end of the Mandate, When I expressed 
the view that such action wes neither practicable or 
advisable he remarked that similer action had been under- 
consideration by Syria snd the Lebanon end might already 
have been resorted to. 


( 4SK/HDLeM/HA). 


COPY NO... en O.T.4. SAT= 
pr | | 4 5) 


z Cypher Telegren Out. JJ | & 
) gogo —— 
mux ee 
from: BEIRUT 


| FORLIQN OFFICE 
Desputeheds 10.00, 7/2. 


38 of _ Sth Fetruary, 1948. 


No. 2. 
®eehingtes No. 6. (vie F.0.). 
SAVE" Dexecous No. 11. 
é4zmen No. 8. = 
Begéed No. 7. 
Ceire tic. 8. 
Jedd No. 8. 


Repeated to B.M.E.0. Ko. 35. 
Jerusalem 





\ qu or" 
My telegram Ne. 83. . } 
4rms embergeo. 
Lebenese Prime Minister, tho het been infumned ty the 


Director-General for Foreign Affairs, appeared to be impressed 
your suggestion en@ said thet he would discuss it with his eelleeguecs 


at the Aved League meeting. 











% 


oh 
Code, Creer 42 Clear TELEGRAM cs 725/2 oid 


or Clear ?.......... 






oi tT. . Seeretary of state 
HIGH { OMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 


Despatched 10/2/48. at 1300 hrs. 


7 
GPP,,#7440—10,000—22.4.47 







Wo. 3 _—_ 
j f 7 4 a” 
Repeated vashington No.78 ce ( 
a fe Z <2" 
avings (Hemin (please pass to A ; or, C-in-C) 
Beirut. ? o- 
Damascus. é 
Aman. e Pee, 
Jedda,. ie ¢ 
Aden, ‘ ‘re, 
British Consul, Aleppo a ¢ 


(1) Though there were no major incidents, 
sporadic firing and explosions took place in Jerusalen, 
and Jaffa/Tel Aviv sniping continued. 


(11) At 0820 on Manshieh quarter of Jaffa 
military blew up a Jewish owned house used as a snippers 
post. <A synagogue adjacent to demolished building was 
damaged in explosion. It had previously ben damaged 
during recent disturbances and is ne longer used as a 
Synagogue. “ilitury searched the synagogove building 
before the explosion end zuma removed 18 armed Jews, 
aten guns, magazines and gemmiuxx grenades. 


411) At 1030 on the Gaza/Beersheba road armed 
Arabs in military type uniforms held up a P,W.D. truck 
and stole a box containing. 
(iv) Casualty figures: 
Arabs 1 killed 
7 wounded 


Jews 1 killed 
412 wounded 


(ur. Hone) 


11/2 


, From: Figh Comaissioner for Palestine. LV 
+S. : o ae hoa 
oO: Secretary of State. yf Fas 
Date. -7th February, 1948. , LOF lS 
yo. 307, TOP SUORBT.: IifisDIATE. aes . 
G , 


ad * A + 
Ne 
R peated to: ‘ashington No. 68. (Please pass to UKD L 529). 
i.ill, Cairo. 
” TOP S..CRE Ambassador, Cairo. (Please passsto PiCiIE). 
3ashdad. 
3eirut. 
Jedda. 
1 SEIa8 Ne 
alta. (Please pass to O-in-C |‘iD). 
Daiwascus. 





telegram 252. ‘eekly intelligence Appreciation. 


It is now definitely established that a second guerilla 
party of some 700 of AVU<TI'S wen entered Paléstine via Damiyeh 
Bridze or 29th/30th January and was ranidly distributed among 
the Samaria villa:es. ‘here is now in that district a force 
of not less than 1,40 which though dispersed remains cohesive 
and is in fact exercising considerable adwinistrative control 
over the whole are@; so much so that it has of its own accord 
and in collaboration with the Arab National Co. ittee already 
dG. alt with local bandits ané other petty criminals, four would-be 
train robbers having bee: deported to Damascus with the evident 
intention that they be drastically dealt with. The presence 
of this force, which exhibits efsurprising degree of discipline, 
has been warmly welcomed b, the inhabitants of Samaria;" and it 
appears to be anxious to avoid becoming involved with the British, 

The secrecy which cloaked the entry of the second contingent 
is due to a deliberate and successfully imposed ploicy of silence. 


2 yt is understood that } \JUXJI has now been assigned the 

col and of the 7.iberation Army in Samaria as well as in Northern 
Palestine; evidence of a further shrinking of the influence of 
ASDUL j,ADMR and the :iUFTI'S faction in general. . HAJ AliIN'S 
visit to Da.iascus way be connected with this strugsle for control 
of the Liberation Army or, since Damascus is the Headquarters 

of that Aray, it way syoport current and widespread rumours 

tonat larze scale opcrations are to be launched in mid-February, 
a contingency which would i..zediately increase the danger of the 
develop.ients foreshadowed in paragraph 4 of :ay telegram 174. 
Alrcady in Jaffa noticcs gigned by HASSAN SALA: LH have appeared, 
calling all Arabs to register for National Service at the juote 
Leadership Office unyuote. : 


5 The wedical organisation of the Arab effort is progressing 
well throughout Palestine, thanks to the enerzetic direction of 
Dr KIiALIDI- 


4 Individual attacks by Arabs oa British troops and Police 
inercased; these are due partly to a desire to obtain arms even 
at the price of iaurder, and partly to the nervousness, particuls: i 
arly in rural areas, caused by the frequent use by Jews of British 
uniform in order to facilitate offensive action. Train robberies 
continue, though with steadily decreasing success thanks to action 
by the Army. Road travel generally is still regarded as prec- 
arious, though in many areas this is due as much to the personal 
oar. of travellers as to the actual state of security obtaining. 
The/s 





(2) 


Outstanding clash bctwccn security forecs an€ the Arabs took 
tc near TABGHA, when a military putrol wont to the rescuc 
of a Jewish truck which had becn anmbushcd by a party of Arabs. 
In the subscquent cngagcucnt the military capturcd 6 Syrians 
originating from thc Alcppo region and drove off the remaindcr. 


5 Hore scrious in its implications wus the cxplosion which 
gutted the "Palcstinc Post" building in Jcrusalem on February 

ist. The authors of this incident arc still unknown; Arabs 
“have scized on the incident as proof of the prowess of thcir 
comiando units while guote MNagana intclligcnec unguote has pro- 
duced a corcumstantial story implicating British ranks of the 
Palcstine Police. Investigations continuc. This incident has 

so alaricd the Jcws that they heave at once increased both barricrs 
and Hagana foot patrols round important Jowish areas and buildings 
in Jcrusalecn. 


6 Jewish mobilisation has occn intcnsificd, cond all males 
between the u.gcs of 17 and 23 arc now liable to be called up for 
active scrvicc. Great cfforts cre being made to rcinforce 
scttleucats with acn and metcrial, while information indicatcs 
that future inuiigrant ships will cerry a high proportion of 
youngsters destined for thc Jewish forccs. A sidelight on the 
cOuplctcnucss of their militury prograrmac is the scrics of urgent 
requcsts by verious Jewish bodics for pcrnission to usc existing 
Wilitary airstrips cad to construct others in a countrywide 
strategic wwtwork. 


7 In a spucch in Tcl Aviv, Ben Gurion is reported to have 
said that if nobody clse would tike gn the job, the Jcws were 
ready and able to defcnd the fronticrs and to wcaintain law and 
order throughout the whole of Palustince This grandiloguent 
statomcent probubly deccives nobody in Palustinc.e. He also said 
that th. Jewish Statc would heve no capiteul, as there could be 
no substitute for Jerusulcn. Reliable information hes been 
received to thu effect that Ben Gurion hus hed ore than one 
recent intervicw with King Abdullah. 


8 It is reported that the Hasena/MO negotiations have broken 

_ down, though u degree of co-opcration between the two bodics still 
cxists ia curtain localities, notably in the Old City. There 

have also bcen reports that some of the members of the NiiO0 are 

transferring thcir allcgiance to the Stern Group, doubtless owing 

to letters idcntification with Russian Coi..iunist ideals. 


9 It is said that the party with which SNEH is identified (ste 
purograph 6 of ay telcgram 174) is gaining in popularity and 
power; it now cormiands 25% of thc scats on the Elected Asscubly 
and 45, on.the Council of the HISTRADUTH. 


i0 All cyailable cvidence indicctcs that illcgal imaigration 
will not stop; possibly it will not :cvcn slow down, The account 
wil! in futurc be on able-bodie@ youth (sce paragraph 6 above). 


11 The first biteh of 750 infants cand orphans, out of appro- 
xbuatuly 7,000 to be transferrcd from Cyprus, has arrived without 
noticcablc g#raub rcuction. 





PILE NO.S/10U4/48, eae Ky ¢ 
{ { 


“Cypher ID/OTP 
Geode 


hear 
From :— Wighcom, JERUSALEM. To :— H.U.Minister, AMBAN. 










Despatched = 11/2/48 (18,55) Received 12/2/48 (10.10 
of 31th February, 1948, 
Addressed to His Majesty's Minister Amman No, 362, 






Repeated to Secretary of State No.349, Damascus No pe 


I regret thet the information given te you end reported to 
Foreign Office in your telegrem No.8 regarding the DAMIYEH end 
Sheikh Hussein bridges is incorrect. At the latter bridge the 
wire wes removed, In the circumstances steps are being taken to 
put a permenent block at Dem yeh. (1) Sheikh Hussein bridge (1) é 
will be kept open in view of King Abdulleh's personel request 
so long «s it is not misused, If it is misused(1) it will be 


blocked #150. 


GS. 
CID/HA). 


WS0057. DESGO, SOM. cteorte) 14h. 


(#/n)™ 


~ 
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FIIE NO. (1014/48) /ATELEGRAM. 
Cypher }; /orp ei 
(st 










| 
Clear 


From:— S.0F S. F.0. LONDON, To :— H.M.Minister, AMUN, 


Despatched 12/2/48 (17.15) 
No. 87 of 10th February, 198, 









Received 11/2/18 (19,00) 





IMPORTANT 
TOP SECRET, 


S99 TZ 


Addressed to dman telegram No.87 of February 10th, 


Repeated for the information of Baghdsad(1) Cairo, Jedda, Beirut, 
Damascus, B,M.E.0, and Jerusalem, . 


My telegram No.7 paragraph 4, 


I am reporting by despatch the private conversation with the | 
Transjordan Prime Minister(1) on Palestine, The Foreign Minister 
was not present, The main points were as follows 


Return of Arab Legion after(1) May 15th to the Arab areas of 
Palestine as defined by (United States - sic ? "United" intended) 
nations would be generally beneficial and likely to limit the(1) 
bloodshed and chaos, The Trensjordan Prime Minister reslised that 
if the(1) Arab (gpeundec,) Legion went(1) further than this and 
attack the civilian population or the Jewish State(TW) we should be 
much embarrassed vis-a-vis thé Tnited iNx+icne owing to our subsidy, 
He hoped the United Nations might ultimately modify(1) their 
decision in favour of the Arabs in which case the Arab Legion would eS 
be able to help enforce it, Even if the present decision was 
enforced the presence of the Arab Legion would limit the ensuing 
chaos and not increase it, TAWFIK Pasha recognised that Transjordsn 
must also be very careful not to become too much isolsted vis-e-vis 
the other irab States. : 


2.  ‘Tawfik Yasha emphasised that he did not expect eny reply(1) 
from me but if I wished to’ continue the discussion he would gladly 
do ier 


3e The opportunity wes taken in < subsequent conversation between 
Tawfik Pasha and a member of the staff of this department to convey 


W007. DESO, SM. ot eurtel. yas. to him/,..2 : 





to him the questiéns(1) suggested in yarsgraph l(c) of ny 
telegram No.559 of 197 and to mke sure that he realised that 
we should in the event of aggressive action by the Arab Legion 
be under serious pressure with regard to payment of the subsidy 
and the presence of British Officers, The Prime Minister 
said he fully appreciated(1) the position as he hed made cleer 
in his conversation with me, 5 


4. I shall be grateful for your comments particularly in relation 
to Ceiro telegram No,.175 


we ee ee eee 


i Copy to:- S/873/46. 
(HDLeM/it4). 


W30057, DISIO. BOM. cteorts  1nyas. 





TTIE N0.5/10Uy/48% TELEGRAM. (50 ) | 


a 


Gear 
Frem:— H.M.Minister, 00. Te:—S.0OF Ss F.O. LONDON. 
Despatched 13/2/18 (17.15) Received 





of 13th Pepruary, 1948. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegrom No,86 of 13th Februery. 
Repeated for information to Jeddah No. 4 
Demascus No.7 
B.H.E.O. No, 8 
Beghded No,28 SAVING, 
Beirut No,.31 SAVING, 
Cairo No.29 SAVING, 
Jerusalem No.3. SAVING, 
SECRET. 


1. The original decision to have TransJordan represented by the 
Irogi delegate on the Technical Comittee for military mtters of 
the Arab Leacue which sits ot Damsscus is considered to have been 
2 mistake-os it has resulted in the Transjorden suthorities lacking 
information as +o what is going on end in the Iraqi delegete, who 
is bedly informed about local conditions, taking the wrong lines. 


Now thet Glubb has returned the Transjordan Government have 
decided thet they shall be represe vied directly on the Committee 
by Abdel: Qader Peshs el Jundi, 


2 King .ibdulleh's resection to the expected arrival of Nejai 


volunteers wos to send « detachment of the Arab Legion to Aqaba. 


(ASK/HDLew/114). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/46. 





@ undead. 


In other incidents casualties were: 
British 2 wounded. 
Avabs 
Jews 


(3) 


(ip. Bune) 


mis 10.9/200/8, » / TELEGRAM. 
Cypher 
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From :— H.li.Minister, .0:4N. To :—S.OF S. F.0. LONDON, 





Despatched 1/2/18 (11,10) 


No. 92 of Vth Peprucry, 198. 


DMEDIATE 
Your telegrem 92, 








Following sre repetitions requested begins. 


"2, As regards the centrol of the Transjordan side of the 


<e 
frontier." 
"es to offect the efficiency and loyalty with which such 
orders ere carried out by the local officials, 
3, This is admittedly not a satisfectory situstion". 
(coB/HA). 


W30057. DI350, 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 
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11.2.8. at 1300 hrs, 


Saving te — (Please pass to Ambassador and C-ing ) 





hy telegram 3534 to Secretary of State repeated Saving. 


Please read end of paragraph 3 as follows: "A box 
containing & FOO". 


TELEGRAM, pa 
12.Clear. cote A 
f 


~ 


From: High Commissioner for Palestine. To: Secretary of State. $ 


vespelfca: 1300 hrs. 12.248. 





No. 350. 


: MEMIN (please pass to Ambassador, C-in-C). 
Beirut 





Damascus 
Amman pi 
Jedda (/A 
Aden 

British Consul, Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT FEBRUARY 11th. 
(1) Near MEKOR HAIM, Jerusalem, a Jewish bus was fired 
on by Arabs and 8 passengers were wounded. 


(2) Near BEIT DAJAN, Lydda District, a Jewish bus 
was blown up by road mines. 2 passengers were 
killed and 26 wounded. 

(3) In other incidents casualties were: ) 


British 2 wounded 


Arabs 1 killed 
 wourted 
Jews 3 killed 
11 wounded. 
(Mr. Hone). 
13502eh8.6 


(a/t) 


“a, 





mz w.s/iowyi8./ ‘TELEGRAM. ( yt) 
Cypher 





f* C 
Gate as 
I 
From — H.M.linister, ABMAN, To —_— S.OF 5. . LONDON, 
Despatched 14,/2/1,8 (11.55). Received 





of 13th February, 1948. 


IMPORTANT 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegrem No.90 of Fetrusry 13th, 


Repeated for information to Baghdad No,29 SAVING, 
Beirut No,32 SAVING, 

Cairo No,.30 SAVING. 

: Damascus No,29 SAVING, 

7 Jedda § No,.29 SAVING, 

44 BelieZe0. NOo30 SAVING, 

TOP SECRET. \ p Jerusalem No.35 SAVING. 


Your telegram 10,87 (of 10th February, 1948) about Falestine, 


1, ‘ Both the King and Tewfig Fesha sre I believe determined to 
occupy #3 much of the Areb areas as they can #s soon as the Mandote 
is terminated, For publicity purposes they sey to trebs that they 
are going to try end oempy the whole of Palestine but this is 
merely to forestall the accusetion that they are implementing 
partition, Both reslise their inability with the means at their 
disposal to achieve more than the occupation of the Areb areas and 
the King in particular is anxious to avoid any conflict with 
international authority. 


2,  Gdiven the yresence in Palestine of the detachments of 
volunteers from Syria I personally consider that Transjorden would 
be well advised to secure Iraqi azsistance before making a start, 
én agreement with Iraq would place the higher command of the 
volunteers and the Iraqi volunteers themselves on the side of 
Transjorden, _It might even bring Feuzi Kewokji over with many of 
his Syrians and Lebonese, 


Some of the Trensjordan leaders have cormenced to think along 
the same lines. és 


a eaae 


W30057, Di350, 55M. (+ sorta). 10/465. 





5g f late King Abdulieh hes been telcing loosely about 

see the duty of protecting the Holy Places in Jerusalem after 
the termination of the mand=te wmtil some other arrangerent is mede 
but this 4dea of his should not be taken sericusly if reported cs 
the strength of the lr b> Legion is qiite inadequate for such 2 

sk in adaition te other comitrents in the Arab sreas and I 


or 


cm sure thet the Prive ifinister iil] not undertake it, 


4. I will not attempt to predict the course of events vhen 


the operation sterts 2s there are so mny unpredictoble victors, 


Whe proverk ebout success ou seceding is very appliceble in the 
ixeb world and there are un Sub tedly muny elements in Palestine 





which would welcome «xy reguler Jrcb force which brought stability 
end security. 


5. Cairo telesran No.175 has not reached me but I am not 
delaying this reply sny Ipngere 


Copy tos= $/873/4E» : 


(asK/Aai/HDLe /i4). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (5 sorts). 10/45, 
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Code 
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From:— © 





To: 


1.M.-Minister, DAuASCUS, 


Despatched 10/2/48 (U,5%) Received 10/2/48 (19,00) 


of 9th Nebrusry, 1948, 


Addressea to Foreign Office No.83. 





Repeated to Jerusalen, Aimmn, Cairo, Menmin, Beghdad, Beirut, Jedda, 


SECRET. h A 
— he 

You will segW(? from omitted) the lest paragraph of Jerusalem 
telegram No.339%to Amman that the High Commissioner suggests 
thet if it shovla be found that further body(Sic) of arabs have 
crossed from(1) Trensjordean into Pelestine represent«tions should 
be concurrently made to the Syrian Government, A similer 
sugcestion is made in the last paragraph of Jerusalem telegram 
110.268(1)} +0 Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


“2, It is of course true enda(1) nothing new that these bands are 


in the lest stages trained on Syrien territory but they ere 

ecting by virtue of e decision of the Ared Leegue, a military 
committee of which so fer as I am awere directs their activities 
ond finances them from a joint fund, Consequently unless they 
violate the Syrian-Dalestine frontier by crossing airect(1) from 
the one country to the other it seems to me thet eny repre sentations 
should cither be confined to the country directly(1) violeting 

the relentine frontier (or else)2 to 211 Governments of the Areb 


Les ues 


ie 


(CIB Ate 
CJB/iLn)} « 


W30087, DISKO, SOM. ctor) gdb, 


Cmia-c ) 


Demaceus So. 385 


at 
-ashiagton la. 65 
USDEL Bon 382 
aeving WEMIN (pleaee pass to \abasrador, 


Repented to 
REPORT ¥SERUARY 12th. 


L3e2ebde at 1950 Are, ' 
No. 360 IMMEDIATS. 
INCLoSNT 
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(2) 
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at 
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in other incid«ate cusualties were 


(&) 


3 
6 
6 
42 


Britieh 2 soldiers wounded 
killed 
vounied 
killed 


_pabs 
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14/2/iibbe 
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Cypher 2 
whe ee is / / he Phy 
oleae fe : 

> af Cad 
From :— ¥.M.Minister, AMUN, To :—8,0F 8, P.O, LONDON, 
Despatched 16/2/48 (12,14) Received 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,95 of 16th February. 
for information 


Repeated /to Jeddah No, 5 
Baghdad No,30 SAVING, 

Beirut No,.33 SAVING, 

Cairo No,31 SAVING, 

Damascus No.30 SAVING, 

aes es oe 

eruse Now VING, 

CONFIDENTIAL —~ |b) 


Reference Jeddah's telegram No.7 (of 2nd February, 1948) to 
Jerusalem about Nejdi volunteers. 


1, I am informed that bedouin volunteers destined for Palestine 
are being engaged by the Saudi authorities at Hakl and Dhiba at 
two reals a day and their food, 


2. This was not denied by Saudi delegates when question was 
raised at present meeting of Council of Arab league, Ismail Safwat 
is reported to have said on that occasion with the support of the 
Transjordan delegation that that type of personnel was not 
required in Palestine as they would be more likely to plunder Arab 
villages than to fight the Jews, As a sop to the Saudis he said 
that the position would be different if trained pergonnel could 


be produced, 


(ASK/HDL¢M/HA ). 


W30057. DI350. 55M. (i sorts). 10/45. t 


Ss 








- 
(w/t) FIIE NO.S/10U/48. ) / TELEGRAM. od, (“} 
4 “ Cypher 
a ere Bb ob 
Ge eS 
From :— ¥.M.Minister, AMMAN, Te :— nigh, JERUSALEM, 


Despatched 16/2/48 (12,52) 
No. u of 46th Fetruary, 1948. 
Addressed to Jerusalem telegram No.1, of 16th February. 
Repeated ee airine NO.9be 

Following the attempt by Jews to demolish Jisr Majami King 
Abdullah pointed out to me that Jisr Demiyah would be of essential 
importance to Transjordan in the near future and as it was not 
guarded by the Palestine forces he asked that in view of the danger 
of an attempt to destroy that also the Arab Legion should be 
permitted to establish a bridge head on the Pakestine side. He 


said that this would not repeat not entail replacing the flooring 






and making the bridge fit for use by wheeled traffic, 
2, ‘This request in existing circumstances is not unreasonable and 


I trust that it will not be refused, 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (i sorta). 10/45. 
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From:— JEDDAH To :-—HeM.Minkster, AMMAN, 
Despatched 10/2/48 (20,30) Received 11/2/48 (12,45) 





12 of 20th February, 1948, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.68 of February 10th, 


Repeated for information to posts B.M.E.0,(1) and Jerusalem, 
SECRET, | 


My telegram No.7 to Jerusalem and Jerusalem telegram No.20 to 
Jedda re me to take any step possible to prevent the 
de Sic)\ (repeated Arab posts only); Movements of NEJDI 
Volunteers to Palestine, 


Although I have not yet received reports of any volunteers 
leaving Ryadh I have heard from more than one source that motor 
transport is being assembled in the capital.(1) 


I mentioned to the head representative at the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs yesterday that such rumours were current and 
reminded him of the King's promise that no military action 
would be(1) taken to embarrass us as long as we were responsible 
for lew and order in Palestine. I(1) also pointed out that the 
SAUDI volunteers might run(1) into Transjordan frontier guards 
and give rise to undesireble complications in that country. 


) 
To 


Although our informtion is entirely based on rumours I think 
it would be worth while mking a written commmication to the King 
on the whole scheme, I request authorisation to mke details of 
the commnication, I do not know whether you would like me to 
allude to the fact that the only Saudi omed ship has recently been 
taking the (King - Sic.éne change gives arms) to Egypt(1), 
according to a report from Naval Authorities(1) at Port Said(1). 


Cairo please pass to MEMIN as my telegram 28, 


Gp. 


(CoB/HA). 





WS00K7. DESEO, SoM. oct port iy gh. 
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From :— H.M,. Ambassador, JEDDAH, To :— Ol ap. e 





Despatched 4/2/48 (18,00) Received 15/2/48 (14,00) 
No. 15 of ? 13th February, 1948, 
Addressed to Amman telegram No.15 of February 1th, 






Repeated for information to Jerusal 


SBORET, GIsih i? 

My telegram No.1,“(to Amman only) regarding the entry of 
Middle East anti LOCUST unit reconnaigance parties into Transjordan 
for petrol, if) 









have found some tréce of the Nejdi volunteers referred to in my(1) 
telegram No.7 to Jerusalem, I would be grateful if you could 

is a Palestinian it may be better not to approach(1) him. Both 
parties left too early for us to contact them on this subject. They 


are unlikely to reach Amman for ten days at least, 


om). § (st ~ 


W387. DESO SOM. ct xurt yas 


(w/r) POEM. 429/seo. TELEGRAM. (tN) 
"| Cypher¥/OTP —— 

Cotte 

Chez 

From :— SOF Se F.O, LONDON. To:— W.M.Minister, ASLN, 


Despatched 20/2/48 (18.47) Received 10/2/48 (19.00) 





Ad@ressed to Cairo telegram No.22) of February 9th. 


Repeated Baghiad, Jedde, Beirut, Demscus, B.M.E.0., for information 
to Washington, Ammen(1) (qpeundec. 7 Angora). 


2. Te tof) not enpty words to say thet teas wr must show 
some sign to co-operate with us if want us to 
co-operate with We are not proposing at present to deny them 
any military politionls somenie cr tetnttvitios of the ared Sts 


sHhadi staparenai tesa: 

aes jan 
: eee ae lla ny 
st) | Bly ith Mao eatdss 
| saad Pa eile 
nie nes apeeds 
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Copy to:- S/885/46 
S/1014/48. 


DISS, SoM. 


(HDLa/HA), 


Woog7. 


(w/t) POEM. 429/seo. TELEGRAM. rh 

Cypher 4/OTP — 
Cle 
Clear 


From :— 5O0F Se FeO. LONDON. To:— H.M,Minister, AGLIN, 


Despatched 20/2/48 (18,47) Received 10/2/48 (19,00) 





Ad@ressed to Cairo telegram No.22) of February 9th. 


Repeated Baghdad, Jedda, Beirut, Demscus, B.M.E.0,, for information 
to Washington, Ammn(1) (qpemdec, ? Angora). ij 


such parts as seems arpropriate of my telegram No.135 to Baghdad 
and of following considerations, 


2. Sel) ek a ree tee et are must show 
som sign to ao-operate with us if want us to 
co-operate with We are not proposing at present to deny then 
ony militery polit eomanic or technical assistance 

give but recent activities of the Areb States, 


should otherwise 
(3) including particularly the rejection by Ireq(1) of 
bends 









FIL wn429/Se0, == TELEGRAM. (42 
Cypher M/OTP 


From :— Mack, BAGHDAD, T¢ 2-— H.M.Minister, AMIAN, 





Despatched 13/2/48 (16.55) Received 13/2/48 (19.00) 
No. ee of 12th February, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Nio,186 of 12th February. 
Repeated to Cairo, Beirut, Demscus, Jedday B.M.E.Oo, iuman Washingt 


8 


wl L 


_ Your telegram No,.22h to Cairo: Interview with the Iraqi Prime 
Minister. 


I called on the Prime Minister this mornings Re received m 
with great cardiality and(2 spoke repeetedly of “national ond 
traditional"(1) friendship Great Britein end Iraqi This 
gave me en oppartunity to mke the points in munggindichoqaee 
peragraph 2 in your telegram Hoe133 and in your telegram under 
reference to Celro(i)e I read cut the last pert of paregraph 5 of 
this letter telegrem which refers to strong tendencies in favor 


Wo008;. DIShO, SoM, rant yah 


TELEGRAM. 





generel terms ani the Prime Minister assented(1) vigorously. 


c in 

5. _I(1) toak the oppartimity to urge that suitable publicity be 

given to the arrival of the vheat(1) ship ob Suapheeek axa 
Prime ine 


telegrom No,155 and I am reporting the : Minister's remarks 
telegrem, 


Foreign Office please pass to Washington as uy telegrem No.15, 


Copy to:— 5/885/46 
aE is §$/1014/48. 


(HDLesM/HA). 


WSOOK7, DESI SAM. oct ert ey th. 








Mew; te 
Lr tck ¢ | 


En clair 








By confidential bag. 
Confidential - 
FOREIGN ICE TO HIS MAJESTY'S REPRESEN i= 
Addis Ababa Cairo {Bei ti sh Middle 
East Office) 
Geneva (United Kingdom 
Delegation) 
Holy See 
Rengoom 
Mexico 
Montevideo 
Oscow _— 
Nanking 
i slo p= 
Panama fAm~/ 
Berne Paris — f 
Bogota Prague ria 
Bucharest Quito a 
Budapest Rabat 
Buenos Aires Rio de Janeiro ‘ 
Brussels Rome c 
Cairo Saigon 
Caracas Santiago 
Copenhagen Shanghai ( weesea) 
Damascus Singapore (Specia 
Guatemala Commissioner, South 
The Hague East Asia) 
Havana Sofia 
Helsingfors Stockholm 
Jedda Tangier 
Khartoun Tehran 
Lea Poz Tetuan 
Lima Tokyo 
Lisbon Vienna 
Madrid . Warsaw 
Manila Washington 
No, 41 INTEL 
January 26th,1948, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Palestine. 


My telegram No. 11 Intel, not to all addressees. 


United Nations Commission have asked, with regard to 
immigration, what are the plens of the Mandatory Power with 
regard to recommendation in peragraph A.2 of part I of the 
Assembly's resolution which states that the Mandatory 
Power should endeavour to evacuate a seaport not: later than 
February ist 148 so as to provide facilities for substantial 
immigration. 


2 United Kingdom Permanent Representative at United 
Nations has, on instructions, replied to effect that United 
Kingdom Government aeye repeatedly made it clear that, so 
long as mandatory régime is maintained, they must retain 
undivided control over Palestine, For this reason it is 


/impossible 


Ch fet, dffouhys 


«9- 


impossible for United Kingdom-.Government to comply with 
recommendation concerning evacuation of Jewish port and 
hinterland so long as mandate continues. 


5. Our inability to comply hes already been 
stated in Commons on December 12th,1947, when Secretary 
of State said, "I cannot agree to open a port until we 
lay down the mandate. We cannot have two administrae 
tions at one time", Minister of State for Colonics 
in Lords on 20th January, after ayossag Mre Bevin, added 
that "we cannot take the risk of the widespread conflict 
between Jews and Arabs which would certainly result from 
this concession, Of course, we do not under-estimaote 
the importance attached by the Jews to this facility, 
There ore however only a few months to pass before we 
lay down the mandate and I would ask those concerned to 
exercise paticnce and restraint for a little longer", 


sSSSS 


A | 
a AmmpN (by 
Zutcl §2 9 


{This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 


En Clair by Confidential Bag. 


Secret. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFIcs TO HIS MAJESTY'S REPRESENTATIVES AT: 


ADDIS ABABA B.M.E.0, CATRO 

ALGIERS GENEVA (U.K. DELEGATION) 
AMMAN HOLY Sz 

ANGORA RANGOON 

ASUNCION MEXICO 

BAGDAD Woeesy . 

BANGKOK N NIN 


ANKING 
NE\ YORK (U.K, DELEGATION) 
OSLO 


PANAMA 

PARTS Vs YY - 
PORT-AU-PRINCE 

PRAGUE 


u 


QUITO / 2 

REVE J AVIK 

RIO DE JANEIRO fie - 
ROME B\ itl 
SAIGON 

SAN JOSE 

SAN SALVADOR 

SANTT.AGO 


EOUL 

SHANGHAT (Embassy 

SINGAPORE (Special Commissioner 
South East Asia) 





SOFIA 
KABUL STOCKHOLM 
KATMANDU TANGIER 
KHARTOUM TEGUCIGALPA 
LA PAZ TEHRAN 
LIMA TETU AN 
LISBON TOKYO (U.K. Liaison Mission) 
MADRID VIENNA 
MANAGUA WARSAW 
MANILA WASHINGTON 
No, 55 INTEL, 
Slst January 1948, bs 
SECRET, 





My telegram No, 41° INTEL. 
PALESTINE, 
General Situation. 
The withdrawal is proceeding scoeeding to 
plan, with troops and stores already leaving the 
country, The civil administration is working with 


staffs 


Ch Lda: Spal - “i 





staffs reducec and under great difficulties wane 
to fear of violence against Jews in Arab districts 
and vice versa, Our Forces and Police are doing 
their best to damp down the conflict between the 
two communities, and have seen ny been 
involved in clashes with both Jews and Arabs, 
Despite these incidents, the Arab population are 
still reasonably, friendly, and one or two members 
of the Arab High Executive have been trying to 
reduce disorder, 


2. External Support for Arabs and Jews, 


Irregular Arab srooee both Palestinians 
and Nationals of the Arab States, are being 
trained in Syria for service in Palestine, ‘Two 
bands have ee entered Palestine, one 

ee ta, across the Syrian frontier anc the 
other through Transjordan, 


On the other side, the Government of 
the United States is under great pressure to lift 
in favour of the Jews the embargo which it 
imposed last December on shipment of arms to the 
Middle Bast. One of the arguments which is 
being used by the Zionists anc their supporters 
in Washington is that His Majesty's Government 
ae arms and equipment to the Arab 

ates, 


The position, in fact, is that We are 
not permitting the export of any warlike 
material to the Middle East except under 
existing contracts Which We have undertaken by 
virtue of our treaties with certain Arab States. 
We cannot repudiate these oe and we 
should not wish even to delay delivery without 
the aecoerne of the Governments concerned, 
Consideration is, however, being given to the 

roblem created by this Zionist pressure in 
ashington. 


5, The United Nations, 


The United Nations Commission has been 
obtaining information from Sir Alexander 
Cadogan, and also from the Jewish Agency. It 
will present the Security Council on the lst 
February with the first of the monthly reports 
which it is obliged to make to that Body. It 
proposes to give the Security Council a 
sary acer report on the lOth February 
dealing With the question whether the General 
Assembly's decision on Palestine should be 
imposed by force, It is possible, therefore, 
that the Palestine question may be debated by the 
Security Council next month, 


The 


— a 


The Foreign Secretary has made it clear 
that British Forces will not participate in any 
mil stary action which the Security Council may 
decide to take, 


Je should regard international asa! | 
intervention in Palestine with grave apprehens on, 
The attitude of our delegation in the pocuree! 

Council, however, cannot be finally determine until 
we know in precisely what form the issue will arise, 


Meanwhile, a statute for Jerusalem is being 
drafted oy a Committee of the Trusteeship Council 
and this Will be submitted to the srustoesaD 
Council at its Session due to vege® on the 9th 
February. The Trusteeship Council will also appoint 
a Governor for Jerusalem, 


WeWswsvsW 


COPIED) fst 
com mer | ese: ee = ce 
= TELEGRAM 7 2 


High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 
Dn age eee eae oe To... British Legation, AMMAN, 





RMA CE ; 
Despatched ..16.2.48.( 1015 hours)............. Reod: 16.2648 (17.30 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








No. 4043 


At midnight February 14th an armoured vehicle believed 
Jewish approached frontier Bridge Sheikh Hussein from 
Palestine side. It was challenged several times by Arab 
Legion guard but continued towards Bridge head where it 
stopped and a man believed Jewish was seen to jump from 
vehicle and run away southward. Mortar and. maciiine gun fire 
was opened on Bridge Guard by occupants of a truck which 
had accompanied the armoured car to a point short of the 
Bridge, This fire was returned by the guards. Shortly 
afterwards the armoured car blew up causing superficial 
damage to the Bridge but cratering the road at head of the 
Bridge. Early on 15th a seriously wounded Jew was found 
on Jordan Bank and was removed to Arab Legion post. He 
subsequently died. At scene of the attack a Colt automatic, 
hand grenades, mortar bombs and 303 ammmitions were 
found and removed by Arab Legion. 


Secretary of State No. 379. Repeated Amman No, 301, 
Beirut No. 402, Damascus No. 403, United Kingdom Delegate 
HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


ye ByeD 
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(8/10%4/,8)« 18th February, 1948, 


Your Excellency, 

_ I have the honour to attach a translation of a 
note addressed to this Legation by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, I would be grateful if you would 
eneble me to reply in due course, 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Exoellenqy's obedient Servant, 


Gel) CM. Pikic- CORDON 
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LU SP 
From :— ¥,M.Minister, DAMASCUS, To :— wxeodted Maun. 


Despatched 13/2/48 (18,25) Received 13/2/48 (19,00) 
20 of 13th February, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.81, 





Repeated to Cairo, M.E,Minister, Amman and to Jerusalem, Baghdad, 
Jedda and Beirut SAVING, 


SECRET. 


In conversation with the Oriental Secretary yesterday the Syrian 
Minister of Defence when tackled about the dangers of the Arab 
irregulers clashing with British troops in Pelestine replied that 
all Arab ‘irregulers have received repeated instructions to avoid 
action against British troops. The most recent orders were that 
no operation should be underteken against the Jews which would 
last more than half an hour and from which the irregulars cannot 
be totally disengaged in two hours (the estimated time of arrival 
of British troops), The MOJD added that the Jews were frequently 
using British army mrkings on their uniforms so as to deceive the 
Arabs and had (but this - Sic ? by this intended) means inflicted 
casualties on the Arabs. 


2. He stated that increased activity against(1) Jews could be 
expected before the (end = Sic) of the month, 


(Cairo only) Please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 32, 
K (Amman only) Please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram 5 Saving. 


Xx 4 oT bn 
(CoB/HA). / ‘ 


a 
WOKS. Desi SOME tthe Hoyas 


(¥/r) 


ra mW, UARLEGRAM. (Vig? | (4) 
Cypher ID/OTP rE ) / 45G \ 
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€ode Ce 


Crear "| Dake 


From :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS. To :— H.M.Minister, ° 





Despatched 14/2/48 (12,45) Received 14/2/48 (12.45) 


No. 21 of 13th February, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office 90, 


Repeated Jerusalem, Beirut, Amman, B.M.E.O. 
skCkeT, 
The following points may be of interest. 


(1)(1) An official of the Syrian SURETE informed(1) the Oriental 
Secretary today that FAWZI(1) KAWAKJI would be moving very soon 
to his "battle H.Q," a house within 500 yards of the lebanese .- , 
Palestine Frontier, (\Pry 


Jay 
2, Schmidt a special(1) correspondent of the New York Tixes }! 
interviewed F.K,(1) yesterday and was told that a "big +” 
would take place during the sécond(1) half of this mon (I 
assume that this is what the Minister for Foreign Affairs had in 
mind in the conversation reported in my telegram No.62)(1). 
Schmidt asked whether Fawzi Kawakji had considered(1) the risk 

of a serious conflict with the British, Fawzi Kawakji replied 
thet while he knew the British would intervene in small affairs 
they would not do so this time as the operations would be on 

such a large scale, 


ee er ee 


7 ff 


(HDLeM/HA). 


WOK), Dish. SoM, oa yt 


Prout: The liigh Comiissioncr for Palestine. ! fe 
& : jeuretary of State. Ve 


os ie 4 : 
Detre 14-24 

10. S72. TOF SUGRET. Defi Dist. 
Sa ene nee cemeee Se 4s een rime: crane = Aen 





~epeated to jashington lio. S38. 


achuad. 
\e2rute > 
Te dda. 
seh INe 
»6Lts Plea.c¢ pess to C~in-C iD). 


Du a ade 


{ 7 

toaedteding YO ro 
| A’bassador, Jairo. (Please pass to P.3.%). 
J 


f 





e6kly jatelligcace Apprecistion 


There Wes 8 stoucg influx of ered Arab.:voluntecrs Guving the 


Hooks Th. Larsest single incursion reported forded the Jordan 
south ov Jisr Nuwisch, and is said to have awabered 1,000 - 2,000 


reiacipell: irrians and I.cbanese. These are believed to have 
moved to tha Jcerusulea area; 4rab cueards in the O14 City are now 

loz ely 3 idens. (30 iwehk for th. efrect of neprescatations that 

‘hs fujusty's tovernucnt sould tate @ serious viey of these 

LbyesuLye 3 11S) 

is it is said thut a fingl wcccinusg, to organize Palestine Field 
3) unds, Jas held in Dé iescus on sth Pebruary under the Shair.an- 
shin ov the Srrien president. Anon those present were the Mufti, 
AbGul scadir “tiv6lni and tassa.. Salauich. It was repertedly decided 


69 Givicu Palestine into four .1.litary zones: 
(a) LJorther. tulestine including Soweria under Pauzi avakji; 


i) fopuselau:: uuder Avdul jadir ttusseini (who is to be siven 





Specicl pour). 
(sc) Lyddu Gistriet under Tevgaa 3aleaeh (though local iafor- 
tion is that @.. Traci Jolonel aamed Addul ‘ehab Bey 





has take. over a5 «wilitery; covernor of Jaffa). 

(a) 3outheru Pulctstisc, vorwried for e. uunaued Deyptian 
COwkiauder (lahuoud Taois is reported ct Khen Yunis with a 
nusiocr of voluutccrs of the Dsyptian ioslem brotherhood). 


Ov.rall comand is said to be vested in 18... SAF WT with TANER 
sil, 7 ASHI. as Inspector General. A4ddul 3 vaci:s Husseini and Hassan 
Saleach hove aprarcutly returied to Palestine via Trausjordan, 
while tic ‘.ufti exd other wbers of the Arab Hischer Comasaittee 
have sone to Céiro. 

5 hile the situation in Samaria remains quict, elsewhere in the { 
country it has dutcriorutcd. Ia Sawaria the Liberation saray is ; 





exereisine strict control over the Arab arcas and has so far £ 
refruincd frou attactts on colonics. The Tagana in this district 7 
hes also so far refrauincd frow orovocati LG action, and in conseg~ 4 
ucuce this usually troublesoue Gistrict offers a refreshing contrast : 
to the rest of the country. i. ‘taifa cleushes between Jews and 4 
\rabs have DG.i continuous. lui Tcrusalem the position in the 01d 
Jib, re.wins unchensed, with negotiations for a truce in abeyance 3 
Owing; to the refusal of the Suprene Moslem Souneil to comiit then=- PA 
sc¢lvces without the arorovel, so far witheld, of the !iufti. Both 4 


ethane Mat i 





: (2). 


sides are incrcasing thcir armaments and intensifying their 
organisation, and everything indicates that clashes in Jerusalem 

ill be inercasingly severe. Symptometic was an cngagenent 
Dutween Arads attempting to occupy the ¥-.min tHoshe, and its Regane 
defenders. The action, within 200 yards of Govermnent and 
military headquarters, lasted five hours, and was only brought to .-. v< 
an oad whe. secubity forces occupicd the disputed area. A more 
or less static front has develoned eround Jaffa, whcre shooting 
persists de; and night. Jn Geliles attacks on treffic by both 
sides have »e62 numerous, and on scveral occasions the Army hes 
hed to catzace Ara’ irregular forces. 


4. Gach of these clashes draws on our stock of Arab goodwill; 

the Aray is accused by the arabs of disproportionate activity 
ayoinst thea; for they xecl that the efforts wade by their own 
Liberation forces to evoid incidents with the British ere not 
reelprocated. This fceling is supported by the nature of Magana 
tuctics which are usually of the hit-and-run variety and provide ves 
for cusy Giscagagenent on intervention by the British forces, with 
consegucnt reduction os Jewish césualtics. 


5 The Hagena is inte..sifyin; its policy of reprisals, and aow 
scarcely troubles to conceal its iudifference to casualties 
thereby caused to non-colibatantse 


6 Soatrary to carlier information recorded in paragraph 8 of 
uy tele:ran vo. 307 nu .sobiations for an agreement betwcen Hagana 


and the i]...0. are now reported to havc reached an advanced stage 
following Giscussion betwccn 3én Gurion and Sanhir (the Mayor of 
Petan ciuva). It is oace wore believed that the N.#.0. will 
remain autonomous but come undcr a joint high comuand. The ];.!!.0. 
is said to be locking ground owing to the Hagana's increasingly 
virile role in dcefeading the vishuv, which has enabled it to gain 
suprort both in Palestine a:d in the U.S.A., where the Bergson 
croun is reportedly in decline. 


T Th: Gtern Gems has attcmpted to clear itself of accusations 
of subsurvience to comuunism b a statement that its pro-Russian 
orientation arises our.ly from cxpcdieney, and that it would not 
ecguiesee in the replacement of Britain by Russia in Palestine. 
-oshe Sueh has post:oncd his pro-Russian ca:paign as a r.sult of 
silver’. warning of the ill cffects of such a move ou the State 
Denartiuc ate 5 


& tha Vishuv sceas inerecusinzly apprehensive that the United 
ations will not provide effective cans of establishing a 

Jevish State, und that the absence of international action will 
uot be codpensated by adc ete Aucricaa or other aid, It is 
thought, richtly or vron-ly, thet the control. of Anerican policy 
on the Palestine is.ue hus aow reverted from ‘residential lcvels 

where the Zionist influence was cffective, to the permanent staff 
of the State and Dbefcuce Departments which, wore or less inm.une 

to electoral considerations, are primarily concerned with the need 

Tor good Arab rélations. 


9 The Jews find it inercasingly difvicult to maintain supplies 
for their urban centres, aid scarcity of several comioditices 
(particularly iwicat and egos) is already acute. 


10. A suall illegal iiaigront ship ex Italy with 680 passengers 
was intercepted on iith February. Deportation to Cyprus was 
effected without incidcit. 





16.24%. at 1500 Ars. 
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Noe 377. epented bashiaeton Nos WW, VERE Yoo 59%, benoit 4599, 
eeving is (please pans to wheseador, C-in-<, 
Beiruts Ameen, Jedda, den, Britich consul, Aleppo. 


Iscips .DO8? PF BRUARY 1Ibth, 


(1) Sm apey truce waa flred on by rads moar KAMLS in the 
aftermoon snd tro Sritieh aoldiers were wounded. 


(2); weriag the moming in GOLCILYA Semarie vietPhet a military 
truek was held up by -rabs. ‘vo Mauritian soldiers in the 
vohiole sliegedly opence fire <illing one Arab «nd wounding 
another, rove theo retaliate« killing the reuritiane and 
two other ocecupantes of the truck. 


(3) Capaalties in other incidestes: 
rounded 


Eritich 1 
rabe & willed 16 wounded 
Jewe 1 killed 6 wounded 


Others l ktiled, 


(Mr. Hone} 16/2/46 


d2e 





HooST3Se LiBliillTie 7 yy 


vepectod: ann 89 fo Se LSD 


Demaseus 395 i 
uewing: (pleese pees tu ’, 


“set x 
Gmine-c)e yrs 

Beirat UL & r 

Fedcia 

den 

British consul, . leppo 

INOIDANT REPORT PEBRG AY 135th. 

(1) Beat afafe red village necor Jerussien 
wes cttceked in early hours by Jew delieved aoe 
Pour housee vere blown up, 1 red wre Kalied » 

6 wounded, 

(2) feb vilegore working in flelde neo (1/5 6 4 
Lemeria wore fired an by Jews in militery uniform 
who were pessing in « teuek. 1 rd wo killed 
ami 3 wounded. 

(3) Y¥..0) eb village domle wee ottocked by 
egmed Jews between midnight «diidcom,. Three 
houses were blown up, 1 .reb wee Eilied amd 10 
wrebs wounded, 

(4) In Jatfe/Tel -viv loud explosions end firing 
occurred in serly hours. © ab eehool and house 
were blown up ond following esenclties vere caused 
in the 3 webe 5 Killed 12 wounded: Jews 
& Killeé © wounded. 

(5) Im other incidente following casualties reeulted:- 
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beeen dient 
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idm Boe 415 4 3 

oonerear de 4ly ot Lg 47 
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Unban’ | 

beirut 
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Jdedda 

den 


Sritish Gonpal leppo 

INCioaa#? Kay C8kT FABRUSEY 15th, 

(1, “iping oceurred in deffa/Tei viv ares, 

2 Jaring the eveniay two Sritinh soldicre were shot by 

‘*/ Guimemn perecns bolicved srebe ia jlaifa, une sas cilled 
the other wounded, 

(3, ia a@@4tion to incident at Ji#8 HLiAN HUSKAIN (separstely 
reperted not te ell, unknom persons believed Jews blew up 
roed bridges near MTUiss and /J20URA in northern Caillee. 

(&) casing SAGA WARNE eatneme, pereee” canal chases 
catered aAgab villi @alfiee amd placed charges 
whieh exploded «illing 11 Arabe and wounding 3. 

(5) mm othr ineidents cacuslties were: 

British 3 wounded 


rabs 2 killed 
15 wounded 


dews 14 wounded 
Others 1 wounded 


(i. fone; 
17/2/ibe 











Wis - 
Code, Cyph W/435 
ie, er 
or Clear ? 6 1% at fot I 
From B a M 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 


Despatched 1602048 at 2100 hours. 











oe 387- | 
Repested#teshington for UKDEL Noe 417 Amaen & 


Tne Britieh statement to the Palestine Commission on 
pebeusry 11th repneding the sttection tn Suerte es 
appears to have to a belief thet Government 
SS oo has ceased. This is not repeat 

€ CaS. 


2. The district commissioner continues to reside st Nablus 
end his headquarters end ee offices are func 


the supervision ami control of Britich officers. Im 
eddition « company of the Welsh Guards s stationed in 
Beblus end military petrole operate from time to time in 
the district. 


30 Contingents of the so-called sreb iiberstionarmy which 
entered Samaria ere now dispersed emong the villeges of the 
aistrict. They heve so fer undertaken no repest no 
offensive operations against Jews ami have been careful not 
to come into conflict with the security forees. j= Ao 
not interfering with the ectivities of the civil tion. 
Thue the quote considereble cdministrative control te 
memebenat SS peccerene 2 ot Sy oo Cems onireieen to to 
UKDEL a8 Hoe is not repeat not being exercised in 

tion to or in substitution for the British Administration, 
bu is © supplemmntary system of commmel orgenisetion not 
unlike thet existing the Jews in the MISHWAX area, which 
is no more emi no less British control than the Senaria 


District. 


lee The fect that Jews in Semaria District have so far been 
aAveb attack then those in any other district 
t omy rate the present state of affairs 


is not without itsadventages. 
Se If you see no objection I shell be grateful of eo at 


sea to the U.N. Commission, 
given the seme publicity os the statemmt referred to in 


17 2e4Se 
GVT. 


(W/r) 
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From :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, To :— H.M. 8 AMMAN, 


Received 18/2/48 (11,15) 






Despatched 18/2/48 (11,05) 


No. 22 of 17th February, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office No,.101, 






Repeated Jerusalem, Amman, Cairo, Jedda and B.M.E.0. 
CONFIDENTIAL, . 


The Syrian Minister of Defence sent for the Oriental 
Secretary today end told him that 


(A) The Jews were smuggling arms(1) into Palestine from 
Italy and the Dodecanese by small ships through 
NATHANYA and TEL AVIV 


(3) the Jews had bought in Australia ’3 Catalina flying boats. 
The Arab Governments hope to intercept them before they 
reach Palestine where they would be of assistance -in 


arms smuggling. 
(c) ABDEL QADER Pasha JUNDI (Ammen telegram No.8 to you) 
had arrived at Demascus to(1) represent fransjordan 


on the Arab Military committee and would be returning 

to Ammen of February 19th to report to the Kinge r 
(D) Syria on the Military Committee was (visibly (Sic) - one 

change gives "not") representing Egypt(1) and Saudi 

Arabia but the representatives of these two countries 

probably would be appointed shortly. 


Cairo only: Please pass to MEMIN as my telegram 38, 


(HDLeM/HaA), 


W30057. DISGO, SOM. taunt. mya 





ras 10.9/0Wi, “TELEGRAM. awn , 
Cypher 1D/oTP : —p { 
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Sede 
H.M.Ambassador, JEDDA, [y:— H.M.Ministep, fais. 


From :— 


Despatched 17/2/48 (12,00) Received 17/2/48 (11.00) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.75 of February 16th, 


Repeated for informtion to Ammen, Baghdad, Beirut, B.M.E.0., 
Damascus, Ceiro, Jerusalem, ii 
/ 
—— 


United Nations Organisati 
My telegram No.68;~Nejdi volunteers(1) for Palestine, 
Official of the Minister for Foreign Affeirs inform me 


¢ 


that rumours I have heard about volunteers going to Palestine 
‘ from the Neja via Trensjordan are(1) untrue, As I heard the 
a 7 | oniginal story freh Sheikh HAFEZ WAHBA T' feel sure it juecctomudic 
a was true and therefore I assume the King has thought better of it 
owing to my reminder about his promise not to embarrass us, 


W30057, DISKO 55M. cheorte.  1nygs. 


(w/t) 


FIIE 0.9/10U/48.  /TRTRGRAM. 
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From:— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. To :— HMM 





Despatched 18/2/48 (18,58) Received 18/2/48 (19.00) 















SECRET, (1) 
Addressed to Jedda telegram No.1) 11, of 18th February. 


Repeated for information Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, 


Ammen, B.M.E.O, and Jerusalem, 
Your telegram No.68, 
I agree that you should make representations in writing on 

the reports that Saudi Arabian volunteers are being allowed to 

go to Palestine.(1) It would be better not to mention your 

knowledge of the shipment of arms to Egypt. 

2. Although I hope your note will help to(1) avoid e clash 

on the(1) Transjordan frontier, I think it would be(1) inadvisable 

to suggest that this is its object. Please therefore emphasise 

the danger(1) of a clash with British Forces in Palestine and not 


with Transjordan forces on the way(1) there. 


Ger 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W307, DISS, SOM. ctor) 41a 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.OF S, F.0. LONDOR. (7 


Despatched 19/2/48 (16,45) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.99 of 19th February. 
‘or information 


Repeated /to Jeddah Noe 6 
Baghdad No,31 SAVING, 
Beirut No,34 SAVING, 
Cairo No,32 SAVING. 
Damascus { Ss No,31 SAVING, 
BMEO. | ‘0 "-No,32 SAVING. 
Jerusalem No.37 SAVING, 


Jeddah's telegram No.75 to you (of the 16th February, 1948) about 


Nejdi volunteers. 
The latest news from Ma'tan and Adaba seems to confirm that 


activity connected with the volunteers has died down. 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


~— 
. , 
W30057, Di350. 55M. (i sorts). 10/46. 
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ee Code 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.OF S. F.0. a 


(W/t) 


Despatched 19/2/48 (16,35) “Received 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,102 of 19th February. 
for information 


Repeated/ to Damascus es 
Baghdad _ No.32 SAVING, 
Beirut _ -\No.35 SAVING. 
Cairo f No.33 SAVING, 
Jeddah i aX / No.30 SAVING. 
B.M.E.O, / W033 SAVING. 
Jerusalem, =i No,.38 SA é 


My telegram No.79 (of 10th February, 1948). 

During action in Beisan district on the 17th instant, 
nine truck loads of Arab volunteers from Syria attempting to 
reinforce Arab partisans in Palestine were turned back by Irbid 
police, This is a direct result of the earlier instructions 
issued by King Abdullah on the subject of preventing the 
passage of detachments through Transjordan. 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


W30057, DI350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 
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From :— High Commissioner, JERUSALEM To :— HM > AMMAN, 





Despatched 20/2/48 (13440) Received 20/2/B (16,20) 
20th February, 1948. 





No. 44,3 of 






Addressed to His Majesty's Minister Amman, 
Repeated to Secretary of State No.42i,, 
Arab Legion guard on JISR DAMIYEH, 
No repeat no objection on the understanding that the 
bridge is not repeat not made fit for pod use by wheeled traffic. 


ae. 


‘(caB/HA). 


alu of Mn fev - 


W30087, Din, SIM. «ct sort 1th. 
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ks , / E UA e, 
From:— S.0F S. F.0. LONDON. To:— H.M.Mingfster, AMMAN, 


Despatched 21/2/48 (10,58) Received 21/2/48 (11.15) 





SECRET. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No,288 of February 20th and to 
Baghdad, Beirut(1) Demescus, Jedda and Amman. 


Repeated for information to es East Office and 
Washington, 


My telegram No.166, nat / a3 ope 

The United States Government have decided against our 
suggestion that they should approach the Arab States on this 
question, 
2. You should therefore not take the initiative in raising 
the question again with the Government to which you are accredited 
and you should refer to me if it is raised with you. 


WS0087, DIS50, GOM. cteort’) 1y4dh. 
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Gear ag "hy 
From ;—High Commbssioner JERUSALEM. To:— HMMindfter, AMUN, 


Despatched 21/2/48 (20.45) Received 22/2/48 (08,25) 





Addressed to Cairo No.39 
Baghdad 


No,.23 
Beirut Noo45k. 
Damascus No,455 
Jedda - NOe 22 


Ammen Noel56 
British V Consul Aleppo No.k57 


(Damascus please pass to Aleppo) repeated to Secretary of State 
No.435. 


SECRET, 


You should know that the Arab Higher Committee is contemplating 
"reporting to the appropriate authorities in the Moslem World" 
the Jewish acts of Vandalism on December 22nd(1) in o small 
mosque situated in a Jewish quarter of Jerusalem, Superficial 
damage was caused to the mosque, which contained the tombs of 
the prophets compenion UKASHAH and certain Moslem MARTYRS and 
copies of the KORAN were torn up, This was an isolated act of 
the (gp, undec, ? Jews) and HAGANAH is reported to have posted 
later notices forbidding entrance to the Mosque itself(1) 
saying that it was holy ground, 


Ay 
(CIB/HA). 


WS0U57. DISS, SOM. Steorto yas 
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From:— JEDDA (Trott) /2 Ki 
a) 


Despatched 21/2/48 (12,00) : 











Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,83 of February 21st, 


Repeated for information to Cairo, Baghdad(1) sate” oe Beirut, 
Damascus, Amman and Jerusalem, 





SECRET, ( } + <a u 

Your telegram Nose HEIDE Volunteers for Palestine,(1) 

Since, as reported in my telegram No.1, I have been assured 
categorically by an official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
that no volunteers are going to Palestine I feel in spite of Amman 
telegram No.95 to Foreign Office unless and until I receive 
further definite evidence that such volunteers are in fact going 
“to Palestine it would be unwise to reise the mtter again. 

Cairo please pass to Memin as my telegram No.36, 
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From .High Commissioner,JERUSALEM 


BROODS XK ESKODEOOTK 
Despatched .....22.20h8(Ue30.brs)....... | Reeds 22.248 (17.00 hrs) 


To...British Legation, AMMAN, 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 


No. 460 Immediate addressed to Secretary of sce 








436. Repeated Washington 113, United Kingdom Delegate 463, 
Damascus 458, Beirut 459 Amman, Memin 29 (Please pass to 
Ambassador & Commander in Chief),Jedda, 23, Aden 461, British 
Consul Aleppo 4.62, 

At 0605 on February 22nd a convoy of three military 
type trucks and one police type armoured car were observed 
travelling towards the centre of Jerusalem, Occupants wore 
military and police uniforms, the three trucks parked in 
Ben Yehuda street at approximately 0625 a heavy explosion 
occurred which completely demolished buildings on both sides 
of the street . Casualty figures so far available are 27 killed, 
32 seriously injured, 48 slightly injured. Shortly after the 
explosion had taken place the police type armoured car was 
observed leaving Jerusalem along the Jaffa Road at great 
speed. This vehicle bore an identification number of which 
there is no trace in police records. Both military trucks 
and police armoured cars have been stolen in recent 


disturbances. Iinvestigations continue. 


HIGH COMMISSI ONER. 


Carre IW (0) 
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FROw: CAIRO DESP : 2130 hrs. 7.2.48 
TO ; FOREIGN OFFIC# 
NO; 175 DATED; 7.2.48 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram 'fo.175 of the 
7th February repeated Saving for information to Jedda No.1l, 
Amman No.11, Bagdad No.11, Demascus No.10, Beirut No.1l, 
Jerusalem No.& and U.k.Delegation New York No.l. 


LIGHT. 
TOP SECR«aT. 
LvitDIATé. 


Sheikh Hafiz Jdahba, Saudi Arabian Ambassador in 
London, who is passing through Cairo en route to his post, 
told His .ajesty’s Minister last night that .ing Ibn Saud 
had several tines last week at Riyadh mentioned to him 
reports thet wore reaching hin. that sting Abdullah of 
Trans jordan was intending on the withdrawal of British 
forces to try and seize and occupy in his own name the 
Arab parts of ralestinc. hing Ibn Saud did not know 
whether or not the British wore behind such a plan. He 
suspected they might be. He was very uneasy indecd about 
it all. Shcikh Hafiz said it was a very scorious matter, 
for Ibn Saud would never agree to such an errangement and 
would do everything in his powcr, cvuen in the lest resort, 
go to wer, to prevent it. If it should eppcar that Britain 
was in fact backing thc schcme Ibn Saud’s confidences in us 
would suffer a fetal blow. Shcikh Hafiz had been turning 
things over in his mind and had resolved to mention them to 
you on his arrivel in London but only that dey he had 
reccived uncxpoctcad confirmetion of the reports about King 
Abdulleh’s intentions for it cpprersd that Doctor Mulki, 
the former Trensjordanian j.inistcr here who recently left 
to teke up ¢ ministerial cappointacnt at Ammen, hed told 
MreIrclend of the United Statcs wmbassy nere about thom 
adding that wing Abdullch in fect wmede no sceret of these 
intcntions when talking to his intimates. 


S- Shcikh Hafiz may slso have been prompted to spcak by & 
so-celled journelistic scoop spleshed over the front page of 
"Al-Ikhwon Al-huslimcen", the imoslom Brothsrhood Deily, on 

the 6th Februery. This wes a trenslation of whet purported 

to be & top-scerct report dated 14th December last by Brigadicr 
Cleyton to mc on his talks with leaders of member countrics of 
tho Arcb Leaguc. The greater . part of this "report" is 
confirmation of the very mettcr that is worrying Ibn Saud. 
"Report" is of course & complete febrication and I have issued 
fe stetement seying so but it is clever pices of work and many 
will doubtless still believe it to be genuinc. 


CAMPBELL. 


. 


- . 


Copy to: B.M.#.0. (2) 
lur. Troutbeck,B.ii.d.0. 
Brig.Clayton. 
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From :— Jedda 


Despatched ggg February 2nd Received 
No. 6 of February ist 


Addressed to the Forvign Office telegram No.46 of 
‘February lst repeated Cairo 9, BMEO 17 (Cairo please pass) 
Jerusalem 6 and saving to: 

Bel rut..cccccccceDaVing NO. 
Damascus .....cc- Saving Ho. 
Bagdad. ....0.+2+ Saving No. 7 
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es é 
@ To: Secretary of State. lr] 


Date. 25rd February, 1948, a / ~~ 


NO. 432. TOP SECRET IdMEDIATE. 
Repeated to Washington No. 111. (Please pass to 
MEMIN, Cairo. 


Ambassador, Cairo. (Please pass to PICME). 
TOP SECRET. Baghdad. 


Beirut, 
SAVING. Jedda. 
. a Aula ne 
Malta. (Please-pess to Crin-C MED). 
Danascuse = x 


telegréim No. 372% Weekly Intelligence Appreciation. 





iyo large incursion of foreign guerillas has taken Place during 
the week. One source states that in order to avoid friction with 
His ‘ajesty's Government it has been decided that further re-infor- 
ceuents should cross the frontier in small groups and with greater 
SECreCY. A report that a motorized detachmeat of armed Egyptian 
volunteers had entered the Gaza: district is probably tncorrect 

and say arise from confusion with a Red Crescent unit, whose 
admission received the consent of this Government. The number 

and disposition of foreign zucrilla forces is believed to be 
somewhat as follows:- 


(a8) Galilee, 1000 in groups of 50-100 under a central comaand. 
(b) Haifa, about 2007300, 

(c) Samaria, 3-4000, 

(d) Jerusalem town, some hundreds. 

(e) Jerusalem district, perhaps 500. 

(f) Jaffa town, 200 odd. 

(g) Gaza district, some Egyptians, perhaps 100. 


2 The main event of the week hes been an attack on Tirat Zvh 

by elements of the Arab Liberation army based on Jenin sub-district, 
Although it appears that the main attack never developed owing to 
the intervention of British forces the preliminary encounter cost 
the Arats 44 known dead and about as many wounded, Jewish losses 
were 1 dead and one wounded. This reverse will however be less 
disheartening in its effects than might be supposed owing to the 
aendacity of the Arab press which claims a great victory with 

Tirat Zvi completely occupied and 200 Jews dead. Such distortion 
of the truth by both Jewish -and:Avab press is now the rule, though 
the former is rather more artistic in its manipulation of the facts. 


3 A notable casualty of the week is Sheikh Nimr el Katib of 
Haifa, who was dangerously wounded when his taxi was fired on by 
Jews = this was a planned attack. Sheikh Mimr is a leader of 
the Qessemites in Northern Palestine, and on the Arab side is 
probably in large measure responsible for disorders in Palestine. 


4 The Hagana has let it be known that it is going over to 
offensive. This development may be due to a realization that 
Arab strength is steadily growing and to hope that the Liberation. 
Arny/ 

elec 


a 


26o 


Army may be provoked into large scale actions which will invo]ve 
it in clashes with the Aray. With the evident intentions of 
disrupting the flow of Arab reinforceicnts the Hagana attempted 
to blow up Sheikh Hussein bridge and destroyed some road culverts 
near lictulla and blew up a number of houses (with their oc:up- 
ants) in Sasa village, a nodal point for entry from the Lebanon. 


5 From Galilee come disquieting reports of Meteriorating 
relations between the Army and the Arabs, largely owing to continual 
firing on the Aray b, Arab gangs mistaking them for Yews and the 
resultant infliction of casualties on the attackers. In Jerusalem 
there have been further cases of British soldiers and police shot 

by Arabs with the object of stealing their arms, acts which have 
been repudiated by the Arab Higher Comiittee, but which nevertheless 
are likely to continue. In the Lydda district a soldier who went 
to investigate firing in an Arab village was shot dead, and the 
Aray opening fire on the village killed two villagers and seriously 
wounded three others, one of whom was a policeman. 


6 The 1.Z.l. has resuiacd its attacks on British soldiers and 
police, three of whoa were shot in Jerusalem on February 19th. The 
reason given by the-I.Z.L. was the destruction of Jewish property 
in Jerusalem b, the Army - the military comsander has ordered 3 
houses at /ickor Haim, used as firing points by the Hagana in 
attacks on Beit Safefa, to be demolished. The Haganah has ° 
instructed its patrols to prevent further dissident attacks on 

the security forces. 


7 Jn Jerusale’ feeling has run high against the Army following 

a report that 4 Hagana men arrested by the Army had been handed 
over’ to Arabs with their arms and subsequently murdered. The 
natter is still under investigation bi the facts are believed to be 
that the 4 men in question were released with their arms in the 
no~wands land of Sheikh Jarrah, whence they could have found their 
way in safety to their own lines. Instead they chose a more 
hazardous route and were captured by the Arab National Guard and 
executed. In consequence of this incident the Jerusalem commander 
of the Hagana has ordered his men to resist errest by the security 
forees unless the latter are accompanied by a Jewish policeman. 
This unfortunate development has so far not led to any clashes; it 
is hoped that when the facts are established the order will be 
rescinded. 


8. In Haifa Jewish bitterness against the Arab Legion is steadily 
mounting following a series of incidents in which Jews have been 
killed by Legionarics. It appears however that all these incidents 
have had their origin in attacks by Je.s on Arab Legion posts. 

As howcver the the Arab Legion company concerned has been put in an 
impossible position; it is now being moved from Haifa. 


9 There have been some iainor incidents in the Old city of 
Jerusalem in which Jews were the aggressors, but generally the 
situation there continucs quiet, with negotiations for a truce 
continuing at a slow tempo. The formation of Jewish and Arab 
contingents of the Jerusalem aunicipal police is making good progresse 


10. Jcwish expectation of the ultimate aaterialization of an 
international force is subsiding but the Yishuv's confidence is 
buoyed up by the Asency stutements that the Haganah can hold its 
own unaided. Ben Gurion while emphasising that Jewish potential 
could match that of the Arabs, warned his hearers that a severer 
phase of the strugzle had bven opened with the abtack on Tirat Zvi, 
and that the intervention of Arab armies might follow. Jewish 
mobilization is proceeding and registration has been extended to 
Jews abroad in the age groups 17 to 25. Strenuous efforts are 
being made to prevent departures from Palestine, though it is 
believed/ 


Se 


belicved that Polish and Austrian Jews who have registered with 
I.Bs0. for transfer to Durope will not be stopped by the Haganah. 
They are however liable to the attcntions of the dissidents. 

The Haganah is reported to have been allocated 7% of all foodstuffs 
imported by Jews or produced by the Yishuv. 

a2 The payment of LP300,000 to the S.ii.c. in fulfilwent of 
Gove nacnt's old agreement to adjust the payment wade in lieu 

of tithe oeslgned to the Awqaf has been the subject of bitter 
comment at a Yewish Agengy press conference and has started a 
renewed campaign b, the Jews against the ilufti, who is described 
as the last of the Nozis- 


12. A further illegal imaigrants ship carrying some 700 illegal 
inuigrants has been intercepted and brought into Haifa. Its 
passengers are being deported to Cyprus. The fact -that its 
arrival passed almost unnoticed is an indication of the extent 

to which other watters monopolize the attention of the Yishuv. 


13. Pressure by various Fewish bodics and individuals to 
secure the early return to Palestine of the detainecs now in 
Kenya continues and has increased in the last fortnight. 





(yr os 729/2 <i 


12, Clear = \ . , as 
} ) we 
_ } Hes veereteary of State. 


23e Bele ot 1300 hive, af ZL 








ema 
INCL @A REPORT PSBAUARY 22 acl 22, 


(1) Gatrage in Sen Yehuda (treet Jerusales hae been separately 
reported. 


(2) sarly on the 2lst « tritieh soldier sss found ehot dead in 
MiIPae His sten mm had been stolen, 


(3; Im other incidents exsuaities wore: 


paba & killed 
20 wounded 
Jews & killed 
21 sounded, 


(mr. Home) 24/2/46 





¢ 
: 
i 


rede 


lf 
be 
Fege 


: 
F 
i 


(3) Om Jeffe-Caga road arab bus and Arab 
taxi were fired om it is believed ia 
Jewish convoy. Four were and nine 

(&) Im other incidente casualties were 

Britieh 1 wounded 
Apabe & killed 

h wounded 
Jews 5 wounded, 


(me. Home) 25/2/48. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


9th February, 1948. 


CONFIDENT IAL 
c : Ut 
Gok) 
; yy” , ?{~ 
Dear Chancery, a\jr \ “He cf 


i oy 
wy 
me. 


% Oy 
’ A yy 


The Chancery, 





and military equipment to the Arab § es were due to the 
long delay which frequently intervefied between approval of 
the release of a particular cons ment and its actual 
delivery. A case in point is at of the ammunition convoy 
which arrived in Syria on 25th October, 1947, as reported 
in Damascus telegram Noe 470. The release of these supplies 
was authorised at the beginning of July and we had not 
realised that delivery would be so long delayed. As it was, 
delivery took place during the United Nations discussions on 
Palestine and created a certain stir (New York telegram 

No. 3085 refers). Since that date the intensity of the 
publicity devoted to British supplies of arms and equipment 
to the Arab States has increased still further and we 
accordingly asked the War Office whether it would be possible 
to devise some means of ensuring that we would not, in the 
future, be taken by surprise, when consignments of arms and 
equipment were delivered some months after their release had 
been authorised. 


2. In their reply the War Office have explained that 
there is little hope of eliminating the time lag between 
the release of such arms and equipment and their actual 
delivery. The minimum time lag, in the case of supplies from 
Army stocks in the Middle East, is two months and may average 
as much as four months. In order to ensure that His Majesty's 
Representatives concerned do at least have some advance of 
the date of delivery, the War Office are asking General 
Head Quarters, Middle East Land Forces to keep the British 
Middle East Office in Cairo informed. This should cover the 
bulk of the arms supplied to Arab States. Where arms and 
equipment are supplied from stocks in the United Kingdom, 
the War Office will inform us and we will in turn inform you 
as and when the stores are called forward for shipment. This 
will give roughly 10 to 14 days notice, which should just be 
sufficient. This arrangement will, of course, only apply 
to special issues of lethal weapons and ammunition and not 
to ordinary day to day replacement maintenance issues. 


3. While this arrangement will not, of course, affect 
the main question of the supply of arms to the Arab States, 
it should at least, by giving His Majesty's Representatives 
abroad advance warning of the delivery of arms and equipment 
whose release has already been authorised, enable them to 
counteract hostile reactions by explaining that these 
deliveries only represent supplies emerging from the 
"pipe-line" after a lengthy passage. We should be grateful, 
therefore, if the British Middle East Office, Cairo would 


/keep 







British Legation, * 
Amman. 








keep His Majesty's Representatives at Arab posts, His 

Majesty's Embassy in Washington and the United Kin 

Delegation to the United Nations in New York inforfed of 

impending deliveries notified to them by Gener Headquarters, 

Middle East Land Forces. A case in point is at of the 

123 bren guns mentioned in Kae Noe to Damascus. 
Ye, - 


We are addressing a similar letter to the Chanceries 
at Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Demascus, Jedda, Washington, to 
the British Middle East brrice, Cairo, and to the United 
Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations in New York. 


Yours ever, 


EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


OS oe 


abe 


a 
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TO: Chancery 





AMMAN 
WirTH THE CoMPLIMENTS 
sal EMBASSY 


His Brrrannio Maszesty’s LEGATION, 
JEDDA. 


4th February aos 0 





f A>: 
mt British Rubasay, 


Jedite 
Noe 392/ 2/48. uth Pebruary 1948. 


Dear Department, 


f ™~, Please refer to our letter %0.5i4/423/47 
of the 17th Decerber 1947. 
—— 


Je enclose a cOpy of a telegram from the state 
Department in Washington to the United states 
Legation here which the Ambassador has reccived 
from the United States Minister. 

2. We are soniing copies of this letter 
to Chanceries at Ciro, Bagiad, Damascus, 
Beirut and Amman, the British Middie fast 
Off ice,—ant—te the tnttes tinct Seregetrun , 
ew-Yorks— 

Yours ever, 


J2DDA CHANCSRY. 


The Eastern Department, 
Por sIGN OF “ICE. 


| | 


—— 


\* 


: Mo.omce in Jetda letter (ge ) | | 


sory 
gory 


R@TIL TBD. \Y 
(etd | 
J.muary 19th 19iBe | 


HG TIM 
TIA 


Telegram received by ashing, ton of ice “2 » reads 
in part (UCTS American Minister oni Brit \mbansador both 
advising respective national iocal representatives that poil- . 
tical conmotatione attending contribution to wab “aie 
ian couse moxe contribution in say form untenable, UN 


in regard to question of wmerican compssies or indie 
Viduels in Jeudi \rabis contributing funds for uwnab activity 
in alestine, 2st feels foliowing genePal priccip.es should 
De obnerveds 


fe American companies should not contribute to such 
rab funite 


2e Americam individusle in Jssudi webla sbould ve ade 
Viced that such funds aay be used to prevent by Corce the 
implementetion of United Nations decision rogariing « elestine 
ani therefore con'rilations to such .rob Sunde may lesd 
inter to great personal erbarrasanenite 


There principles shold not be interoroted as preciat]- 
ing Jonstions br eompanies or iniividuale to vona-"ide 
cheritedle orgsnisatione euch a» ‘he («3 Croscente 


Bx wnaiL 


= 
Co we own Y ( q j 


e ' [This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on} 


Cypher/OT. ‘yh 
= | 


E, 1537/1017/65, 


Secret, [2 | 35" 
{ 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD . | ANG 
Le- 
No, 171. nf 
D. 5.15 pem. 11th February, 1948, 


llth February, 1948, 


Repeated to Washington No, 1699 
British Middle East Office Cairo No.40 Saving, 
Amman No.6 Saving, 
Beirut No.8 Saving, 
Damascus No.7 Saving, 
Jedda No.7 Saving, 
Cairo No.13 Saving. 






IMPORTANT. 
SECRET. 





Addressed to Bagdad telegram No.171 of 11th February, 
repeated for information to Washington and oer to Amman, 
Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, British iiiddle East Office Cairo, 
and Calro. 1A ne 

Ni gt 

oa telegram No.141 [of 31st January: American 

arms embargoJe 


Please telegraph your cogei dered appre station of 


the effect on feeling in the Iraqi arm e Iraqi ~ 
Government decided in favour of the embargo, : h / 
{ 
106 


Y) 4 and, 












FEE W.5/0W/AE. | EERGRAM. | wy 4 


Cypher ID/OTP _— a 
Goede ly 2 g 


leat Ar z 
Zynl ler 
From :— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


26/2/48 (11.50) Received 26/2/48 (11.50) 





Despatched 





of 25th February, 1948, 







Addressed to Cairo telegram No.307 of February 25th, Baghdad, 
Jedda, Beirut, Damascus and Amman, 


Repeated for information to B.M.E.0., UK Del. New York, Washington 
end Jerusalem, 


Cadogen is forwarding to you two copies each of the doctments 
which he has presented to the U.N, Palestine Commission in New York. 


2, These documents should not be commmicated to the ARAB Govern= 
ments but should be of assistance to you in your contacts concerning 
Palestine(1) with the Government to which you are accredited, In 
conversation you my if the necessity arises make use of the 
information contained in any of these documents with certain 
exceptions, (1 Aipe plan of military withdrawal in the document 
No.(1) P (N(I) x) Wythe confidential commnication to the commission 
in p (NY) 16 are authorised for your om information only, The 
last sentence of P(NY)1, is obviously unsuitable for compunication 
to the Arab Governments, Otherwise (useful - sig ?’use intended) 
discretion to draw if necessary on the material in Nos.P(NY)1(1) 

to P(NY)17 (top - Sic 1 change gives'in toto). You should 

aweit instructions before making any similar use of later 

numbers in the series. : 


W367, Diss, GAM. ot sort Woy as, 


(ws) "| PELE NO. S/10U4/48. )/ TELEGRAM. / 9 


~ > 

te Lode 
Clear 
From :— H.M.Mynister, AMMAN, To :— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT. 
Despatched 25/2/48 (12,40) Received 





Your telegram No.23 to mee 


Please recypher your telegrem under reference in 
M cypher. We do not hold K cypher. 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057. DIs50. 55M. «4 sorta), 10/45. 
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Cypher M/OTP 
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From:— U.li.Minister, BEIRUT. To: fy pos AMMAN, 








Despatched Received 
23 of 2h.th’ Aeprusry, 1948, 





Your telegram No.6,« Following is(1) recypherment Begins - 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.136 of February 24th, 


Repeated to Damascus, Amman, Baghdad, Cairo, Jedda, B.M.E.O(1) 
Washington. ; 


SECRET, } 
Your telegram No,288 to Cairo - Arms embargo. 


a 


Director General for(1) (gpeundec,) told me on Februery 
17th that the Arab League hed decided(1) against your suggestion, 
2. Your paragraph 2 noted. 


Poreign Office please pass to Washington as my 
telegram No.7. Cairo please pass to Memin as my telegra 
No. 42. 


(up medt/114). he 


) 


W006. DISS, SOM. ccteurt) 1d. 


oe 








Received 











Despatched = 28/2/48 (19,20 
No. 52h of 28th February, 1948, 














SECRET, 





Addressed to Damascus 523, 
Repeated to Amman 524, Beirut 5 


My telegram No.2 ‘ Secretary of State for the Colonies 
repeated to Damascus 300, Beirut 301, Amman 302, 


Incursion of armed bands from Arab States. 


Consideration has been given to the question of action against 
such bands on or after entry into Palestine and the following 
summary of the conclusions reached is transmitted for your informa- 
tion. The security forces are in a position to watch the main 
routes across the frontiers and should they encounter armed bands 
attempting to enter, such bands would be turned back or engaged and 
disarmed, Similarly they are engaged if, having crossed the 
frontier, they concentrate for attacks on villages or settlements(1),. 
Plans of the local military commanders have been put into operation 
immediately whenever such attacks have made it necessary. 


2, It is however not feasible for the seourity forces particulerly 
with their diminishing strength to locate or operate against the 
armed bends INFILTRATING across the frontiers away from the main 
routes, Nor is it’feasible for them to isolate and engege such 
bends once they heve entwpred Palestine and dispersed into the hills 
and villegese This could be done only as an operation of war, 
with greatly increased forces and at considerable cost to the 
programme of evacuation and to our goodwill emongst the Arebs of 
Palestine and probebly of the Arab States. 


ei =3 


(HDLeM/HA). 


WSOO87, DESO SOM, ot nort nya, 







G ypher 
° ear ? 7 leBe 


From 


: To 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR '? sary oF | State. 
Despatched ~, y 4 
m , . ns ; be ® A GPP. 27440—10,000—22.4.47 
OT~"T han 
ar () 
(7 aT 
lige bhZe 5° CHET LBM Dj be y 
YL - 


Repeated teehingtom Noe 115 (ls tons to 
URDEL Noe 469) Beirut, 470, Demescus &71, VA 72, semin 
50 (plecec pase to aAmbsssedor, C.<-in-C.) Seving to 

een, deGda, Aleppoe 


uy especial incident t lcgrem Noe 436 Sen Yeluds street 
explosiomes 


aS & Pesult of incident, Jewish feeling in 
Jerusalem yesterday beceme incressingly bitter egeinst sritish 
whem the Jewish publie defini aceuse of responsi ility for 
the cutragee Latest Jewish ty figures sre reported to 
ve 44 dead 132 wounded of are detained in hospitele 
fension resulted im several further incidents in Jerucelem, 
of which following were most important t- 


e) British army cheplein wes shot end wounded and 
his Sritieh driver killed. 


>) Two ReAcBe mem were killed neer dcwith Ageney 
building whem the truck im which they were trevelling wes fired 


epoRe 


ec) Five British soldiers were killed and six injured 
when their lorry vss blown up by road mins. ‘Troops opening 
fire killed 2 Jews emi wounded one. 


4) Two itieh scldiers who hed been 
whem their vehicle sirack o rosd mime were deliberately shot 
while receiving trestment in s Jewish hospitele. me wes kilied 
the other seriously wounded. 


e) ume Britioh policeman wes dengerously wounded in 
heavy firing directed et a pclice billet. 


2e #eeling todey continues to be very bitter, «nm: militery 
end police remoim withdrewn ‘rom purely Jewish arces of 
Jerusalem. ifforte to relieve tension have resulted in the 
fescue by Jewish Agency of om eppeel to Hageme repeat ne 
to exercise diseretion and reetraint.e A Hagens brosdese 


action. ageney profess to be completely umeble to control 
a@iseidents ( whom they bDleme for yesterday!s retslietory ine 
cidents) end it is reperteé thet [ZL have issued « statement 
to the effect thet any British troepe or police found in 
Jewish eress henceforth will be sumasrily executede 


4) 


“ae r T E a. EG R A M C.8.0. 67. 


From 







To 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 





Despatched 


GPP. 27440—10,000—22.4.47 


Ve For-. trengwayse 


a 


[05 


42 Clear 0.9-725/2 


ecretary of State 


26/2/h8 at 1600 bre. 


Noek73 Imnediate - 
hepreted Washington 126 
UKE 50+ 





' BECOHT PABAUATY 25th, 





(4) Dering the mormine @ comvoy of Jevleh trveks wae 
atteecked br arebs on derusule Jarfa ronde Two Jers 
were kBlled cna 11 wounded. 


(2) vertag afternoon armed Jews attecced wilit @ urt 
building in Jeruselem ne Arab guard -ae kilicc snd 
enother sertously wounded. Jews guined aegeas to 
building end placed incendiary Se they thea 
withdree omer covering fire. explicced cavetng 
omly slight damege end no casutl ties. Operation 
believed enrriec out by Stern group as reprivel for 
sentences of 10 years injriseanent pesped on four 
@oliengucs st "ilttery Court ‘ebreary the 


(3) Ghote were fired ut Kereis vehicles fror ean orsnge 
grove on .vtakfrts of « Jewich Colony on Lydda/Petah 
Teqvah road. Me cAcP. we Fas clirhtiy wounded, 
wilitary errived twedinteliy aftervaris and ere aliezed 
to have Cived on dews working in the grove. Cne Jew 
was slightly voen@ed. “Owe others vere arrested und § 
sten guns, 6 wmgerines, 6 grenedes end o pletel vere 
coni leceted. 


(4) A Brittich ofvilfen ses weonded in Nalifa in riring 
“bich broke out folloring the berbing by Jewr of sn 
vnoeeupled reb bourne. 


(5) im other ineldente euscolties vere: 
Britizh 1 wounded 
Arabs 6 killed 
17 wounded 


dews t Mees 


“wom? Gime, - TELEGRAM sama = 7") 
Seeretary of State. (| () 


From 
. : 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE, 


at 1300 hrs. 





Despatched 


GPP, 91981—10.000—26.2.45 


He 
. W 





Aden 
British Consul Aleppe. 


INCIDENT REPORT FEBRUARY 2th. 


(1) Attacks en read transpert were general and caused 
Casualties te beth Arabs and Jews. 


(2) Jerusalem was seene of shooting and bembing throughout 


— ae ate. The last wounded 3 Arabs. Firing became 
general in the evening between Yemen Moshe and 014 City, 
alse in Prineess Mary Avenue ~- Memiliah read area. 

Pelics headquarters and pelice billets, and District 
Commissioner's effices came under fire which was returned. 
Saeed Gaaeakter Shauwes Gos ust Gok quadianie. wan 4 20 
known that 1 Jew was killed and 3 wounded. In Sheikh 
Jarrah quarter a British constable on escort duty 
was shot and seriously wounded. 

(3) During the morning | on Nazareth-Tiberias road near 
ere tone ewish traffie came ugder heavy fire. 
Pelice went te seene and engaged Arab attackers. 
oe were Jews 2 killed 3 wounded Arabs 1 killed 


British 2 wounded 


Arebs 6 killed 
13 weunded 


Jews — 


| 
| 
(4) In other incidents casualties were:- 


(mr. Hone) 
26th Pebruary,194,8. 


Teele ot 1So2 






Bae GER LAM dike 
aepented te achingtam Wwe. 127 
@ns 
SHIUR 
eving: Foun ipa 
och aw Cle AT egeyARy ~6tite 
j 

(2) . 0330 wehbe opened fire on Mmieerean cepitel Jeruruie se) 
dees counterentiaezed on «reb viliege «soi Jo. with 
hOrtare, fare wus piven from gPoandie of Yel: uw 
imiversity ond Gaede ech, 53 wad CRLidren & re Lilies, 
two mb ween oad teo .fub oon *oumled, five houses 
vere dumped, fo dewink cneunities reportede 

(2) At G0 apced Jere attacked & house in Bi dally igdis | 
Wetriet sith sortarse grenades wml sutaleticon; 4 mabe 
were killed «a2 5 seriously sounded, 

(3, t ig? ia * «68iV © clase ocourred octween Mayme 4 
tee Oe CHO CEPO GriewVoUring to “ame 6 & 
Tiseh bos wee throw: by Sagane shich exploded +i igtitiy 
eoundia. 15 Jere, 

(&, st A180 im sedfe on amy trues or blow up by «© Proud | 
oime, f Gritieh selviere were slightly eousieq. i6 
the eftemoca eo second omg vehicle was aiaei and 1 
Gritish soidier wes sLightiy wounded. third omy 
vehicio eae «ined i: smife ietrict bat ao catuscitics j 
Pes. tetle 

(5, ia other iwdveote euuualtice verere 

Bpitish 1 voundes f 
ribo 6 “Blicd j 
25 equmied i 
JOS A Kilied | 
9 wounie4, i 
(=r. Uome) 


e. 


16th Feb: 





No, 199 


Cypher. 


DLB/ 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, LONDON. 


16th February, 1948. 


199 1115 17/2/48. 


SECRET 


addressed eon éign Office, telegram No.199 
> of 16th February. 
Repeated to 33.M.5.0., telegram No.67. 
Washington, telegram No.16. 


am No. ING. 
Beirut, ao No.37, “ 
Damascus, telegram No.4," 
Jedda, telegram No.27, ° 
Cairo, telegram No.80, " 


Your telegram No.171. Vv 
local 
Given the mentality and/outlook of Iraqi army 
officers it would in the opinion of General Kenton be 
quite impossible to convince them that it would be to 
their own advantage that an embargo should be imposed. 


- General Renton considers that the vast majority only 


have sentimental interest in Palestine and are not 
prepared to sacrifice what they regard as the 
interests of their country for it. This applies 
particularly to non Arab officers. General Renton 
considers it would be impossible for Regent and 
Government to convince majority of younger officers 
that embargo would be in interests of Iraq. Their 
whole attitude is coloured by fear that the army will 
be short of equipment in any operations in Kurdistan 
this year and this would in General Renton's opinion 
be the case if embargo were imposed and operations were 
to occur before equipment already promised to Iragis 
hed arrived. General Renton does not exclude 
possibility of military coup d'etat. 


2. Much will in practice depend on how much of this 
financial year's military equipment remains to be 
shipped. If quantity actually blocked by embargo is 
small it might in Renton's opinion be possible for 

Iraqi Government to explain to Iraqi officers 

advantages which would accrue to Arab cause in Palestine. 
eisteney Mission will of course assist as mech as they 
are abie. 


3. First step in General Renton's view is to 
ascertain what is present position and forecast of 
sailing dates of equipment from United Kingdon. 

Secondly would United Kingdom embargo cover deliveries 
from Mid Kast and elsewhere (e.g. Far East). 


4. . I do not know what Arab League Council has 
decided in Cairo. Initial reactions to proposal of 
Regent and Minister for Foreign Affairs were 
favourable but before raising matter with them again 


/ I should 


I should be grateful for urgent answers to questions 
in preceding paragraph. 


5. It will of course be essential, if Great Britain 
is not to be attacked in press, that announcement of 
embargo should be made here, preferably before it is 
made London, in Iraqi Government communique which 
would make it plain that step was being taken with 
entire eement of Arab Goyernments and that embargo 
would only be continued so long as United States 
embargo was in force. 


MACK. 


ae 


ee eee 


@ or" aArarrT | 4 J 
é. raul 165. , aap 
THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compli-~ 


ments to His Majesty's Representative at Ayan. 
and transmits herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper. 





Foreign Office, 


JL. to ,19 48 — 


Reference to previous correspondence : 





Ie e 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


che a eras 
Pe 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


A similar despatch has been addressed to H.M. cee 


Aaa Guide, ai recs <a hex. 


9 ‘Wt. 25886 /723 6m 10/88 17063—07 F.O.P. 


it lll 


— 


hah 


euaslGn UF lve, ve het. / (6 


|2 february, 1948. 


Oe 
(a 1241/1 1/65) 


Secret 


wll, 


in tie Course of their visit, the .reety 

velegetion frow ira, discussed tie Ssituetion 

ih in Fulestine with the -olo ial ~ecretary «ond 
; myselt. i enclose » copy of the record taken 


at this weeting. 


2. di em sendin, coples of this despatch, 
with ite enclosures, to Xia Me jesty « 
nepresentatives in veiro, vedds, beirut, 
Jemsescus, “aukG end sastington, edd to the 
eritish aiddle west -itfice. 


i om, With ,rest truth, 
wir, 
Your obedient ~-ervent, 


= the x of state) 


Su. bal, 
—z- 


Q. N. /nack 
Dre eee’. K Ue n, 
etc. , StCu, StC., 
bagdad. 


S FOREIGE OFVIOE, 
Pe.t. | [6 bf ey 
and Senuary, 1948, 


Deer Watson, 
I enclose « record of the discussions 

whieh took place on the 21et January 
‘petween the Pereign Secretary and Colonial 
Secretary and the Iraqi Delegation, on the 
subject of Palestines. 

ft You may eare to show this to Er. Creech 
Jones. 

Youre sines@rely, 


ASee.) hn. wv. UC. MCALPINE 


B.D. Reqs, 


Pare re 





SECRET 


A meeting took place in Claridges Hotel at 12 pm on the 
2lst January between the Secretary of State and the Colonial 
Secretary and three members of the Iraqi Delegation (the Prime 
Minister, the Foreign Minister and Nuri Pasha). Also present 
were Sir Henry Mack, Mr. Wright and Mr. Beeley. 

The Secretary of State enquired about the demonstrations 
against the new treaty which were reported from Bagdad. 

Sayyid Saleh Jabr said that these were due to the agitation 
of two small minorities, the Independence Party which contained 
@ number of people who had been pro-Nazi during the war, and a 
left-wing group which had Soviet sympathies. Neither of these 
has Succeeded in winning a seat in Parliament, and the 
demonstrations were to some extent directed against the present 
Parliament as well as against Great Britain and the treaty. 

The Secretary of State then introduced the subject of 
Palestine. / 

Muri Pasha said that they wanted us to end the mandate 
earlier than the 15th of May, and to control the petrol 


* supplies from Haifa in such @ way as to prevent the Jews from 


using ay in operations against the Arabs. 

The Colonial Secretary thought that there was already a 4 
shortage of petrol in Palestine and pointed out that to cut off 
supplies completely would bring industry to a standstill. 
Dealing next with the date for terminating the mandate, he 
explained the reasons for the desire of the military that the 
civil administration should stay antil the middle of May. 

The Secretary of State added that if the military could 
accelerate their withdrawal the mandate could be ended sooner. 
He observed that the Jews also wanted the mandate to be brought 
to an end earlier, in order to gain control of a port through 


/which... 


a 


aa 





RECEIVED INO. 2. 





he 
‘® 


27 JM 
SENT TO D 
VW" 

‘which could ‘Omit tmmigrants. On this question at 
ee 


least he had succeeded in uniting Arabs and Jews. 


‘Sayyid Saleh Jabr said that he was in entire agreement 


with Neri Pasha concerning the importance of the stoppage 






of petrol supplies to the Jews. From the point of view of 
Iragi public opinion, it was intolerable that Iraqi petrol should 


be used to enable Jews to kill Arabs in Palestine, 


The Secretary of State conceded that this was a strong 
argument. Continuing, Sayyid Sajeh Jabr said that since the 
Jews Could not fight without petrol they might reconsider their 


attitude if they were deprived of it. He requested that this 
vital matter should be given careful consideration. He would 
not mind if supplies of petrol had to be cut off from the Arabs 
as well as the Jews, nor did he care if Palestine's industry came 
to a standstill for the time being. 

Dr. Jemali said that Palestine was a part of the general 
Situation in the Myddie East, and its future should be settled 
finally to the mutual advantage of Great Britain and the Arab 
States. No matter how many treaties were made between them, 
this problem would always be an irritant unless it was settled. 

He wished to put forward certain considerations relating both to 
our policy before diteicure’t and to our policy after withdrawal. 
In the first period he endorsed the proposal that the supply of 
Petrol from Haifa to Palestine consumers should be cut off. He 
also drew attention to the clashes which had occurred between 
Arabs and British forces, some of which seemed to him to be 
unnecessary. ; 

Zhe Colonial Secretary explained that the blowing up of 
houses, which Dr. Jamali mentioned as an example of these cleshes, 
had been carried out impartially at the expense of Jews as well as 
Arabs, 8nd that houses were only destroyed when it was established 
that they had been used for sniping. 


/The Secretary of State... 


The Secretary of State suggested that if Dr. Jamali 


had specific cases on Which he wished to make complaints, 
he should put ‘tome in Writing to Mr. Wright. 

De. Jamaji asked that isolated Arab villages should be 
given as much protection as was given to Jewish settlements. 
The Cofonial Secretary replied that the High Commissioner 
had been asked about this, and had reported that no distinction 
whatever was made. Purthermore, arms were being issued in 
some Arab areas, as had been done in Jewish settlements during 
the troubles of 1936-1939. 

Dr. Jamali then turned to the period after the termination 
of the mandate. The Arabs would then want our help on the 
Security Council, our good offices with the United States, and 
our co-operation if the Russians were in any way to enter 
Palestine. It would not be advantageous from the point of 
view of international peace if the Security Council were to send 
@ force to Palestine. He hoped the Secretary of State would 
continue to impress the dangers of this pespeeiediy on Mr. Marshall. 


The Secretary of State said that he supposed Dr. Jamali 


knew as well as he did that the State Department were not 
responsible for American policy in relation to Palestine. It 
was a White House policy. Mr, Wright added that the State 
Department had succeeded in securing an embargo on shipments 
of arms to the Near East, including Palestine, and suggested 
that this was a satisfactory development. 

The Secretary of State said that we would never have been 
faced with the partition plan if the Arabs had accepted his 
latest proposals at the London Conference in February, 1947. 

It was true that the Russians were showing interest in Palestine. 
Mr. Molotov had on several occasions raised with him the question 
of Russian property in Palestine. 


/Ox. Jamali... 





Ma 


. z 

Dr. Jamali asked whether any form of Russian penetration 
into Palestine would not affect the mutual defence problems 
of Great Britain and Irag If the Jews obtained arms from 
Russia, would Great Britain help the Arabs? 

The Secretary of State said that if any members of the 
United Nations began to arm either side in Palestine, a new 
issue would have arisen and we should have to consider it. 

The Colonial Secretary remarked that failure to obtain 
the support they expected in the West might drive the Zionists 
towards Russia. Nuri Pasha commented that the Zionists had 

' first sought to carry out their policy under British protection; 
they had now transferred their hopes from London to Washington, 
and if they were disappointed there they would certainly turn to 
Moscow, 

When Dy, Jamali again raised the question of the date, the 
Secretary of State replied that he had the plans for withdrawal 
under constant review, but that he could not give an answer now, 
He reminded the Iraqi delegates that we had succeeded in preventing 
a great deal of illegal immigration, and that our determination 
on’ this issue had involved us in a great deal of trouble with 
the United States and with France. He still thought that, if 
in the end partition proved a failure, they would have to go back 
to‘the "Bevin Plan". 

Dy. Jamali said that the internal situation in Irag would 
be directly affected by what happened in Palestine. The Iragis 
were being diverted from constructive tasks by the necessity of 
concentrating on the Palestine problem. When the United Kingdom 
was freed from her pressing responsibilities in Palestine, could 
Irag rely on her help? 


The Secretary of State said that he could not anewer 
hypothetical questions. 


/Sayvxia Saleh Jabs... 


Sayyid Saleh Jabr said that he would like to add 


one final word. He hoped to see the formation of a 
single bloc} of peace loving states, including Great 
Britain, the United States and their friends throughout 
the world, It was sad to see Some of the other states 
which might form part of this bloc} taking a position 
on Palestine which might adversely affect the interests 
not only of the Arabs but also of Great Britain. The 
British Government had the right to warn the Americans 
of the complications which their policy was causing. 


Hb e L. ay 
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HIS Mejesty's Mgnister 
presents his compliments to H.M. an Amman 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


19th. Februazy,.... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Deacription of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 
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AMMAN. 
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Damascus despatch No.15¥ of 15.12.47 


Description of Enclosure. 








Yor / (RS. 
Lespatch No.85 


bated: 12.2.46 


vopies to: baghdad, 
B.M.B.0. 


d8," 


-The Hight onourable 
ernest Sevin, wets, 


THIS IS A COPY 
1E ORIGINAL HAS BEEN RETAINED 
\ THE DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT ~ 


OALVISH ux bsost, qi 


VALAIG. 
NO.bS ints tebruery, 1946 
(1-9/10/ac) 
dir, 


with reference to -aasscus despates Xo, lS] of. 
leta vecember, 1 have tie nonour ty enclose a eopy 
of a report 
attecpts whion seve so far been wade in uzypt to 
es3ist the Arab cause in jalestine. 


Ze it will be secon from this report tuat, spsrt 
frow sympathy, tue -elestine Arabe have not received 
mucn practical help from egypt. he aost important 
contribution so fer avpears to be the fifty or more 
szyptien Army cffloers who nave gone to eyria to 
train Arab forces there. Tne first batoh of 
volunteers from the Young igypt .arty to reach 
~yvia le reporteu to :ave nundered only forty-nine. 
4 smaller party 1s said to have follawec tiene 


4 am sending copies of this despateon to ‘iis 
+ejeaty’s Kepreseatatives et Amman, -acndad, Jeirut, 
Denaesocus end Jedda, to the british viddle .xst Office 
bad to the Higu vomiiasioner et Jerusalea. 


1 have the honour to be 
“ith the nignest respect, 
sir, 
Your aost obedient, n humble Servant, 


(Sgd.) RONALD  AMPBELL 


Yoreizgn Office, 
london, 3.4.1. 
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Ue SECRET 
a? BGYPTIAN ALD TO THE "LIBERATION OF PALES TINe* / ib 
eee ewww ee ewe meee mmo ewww eno enn ne ene neers = |] 


Following the recommendations of the UNU Comiigsion 
on veaiestine to pertition thal country, the Glamour in “gypt 
wuien resuitec from it brought about tne formation of e number 
of organisations and comuittees - most of them innocuous - 
connected with the ceneral Arab movement towards the "Liberation 
of islestine". , 


dhe dmmeGiate reaction in thie country was a greet 
show of exhibitionism on the part of the younger elements 
who vociferated the demand thet they be permitted to volunteer 
for the army of !elestine Liberation. ‘The Ikhwan el “uslimeen 
and other organisations set up recruiting offices were the 
current dewend coulée be satisfied, but it was founa thet in 
‘spite of ell the displeys, very few hec any intention of taking 
part in ectuel combat. All those who volunteered by subscribing 
their names - anc there have been meny - cié so on the essumption 
that tneir duties in the newly-formed army would not only permit 
them to remain in Sgypt, but carry on with their everyday jobs 
as well. 


._ This was followed by # wave of campeigns for the 
collection of gubscriptions which were to be donated to the 
Arab cause, end the sums collected have been put into account 
with the /vab bank. in Alexandria, the ittihad el Arabi, 
under SAYED BL WANAS, was largely instrumental in prowoting 
the collections of money - and where the campsign was airectea 
towards foreigners, a certain amount of intimidation was 
noticeable. ‘the official Government circular authorising 
the deduction of e swall percentage from the wages of 
Government employees, is also mentioned. whe :ress announcement 

hat censtore snd Leputies of the igyptian :arliament were to 
subscribe the juarter of a year’s salary, as misleading. 
This wes only e suggestion, anc one whic aid not meet with 
varliementery approvel. ost of thea refused. 


vuring the past few weeks, however, on increase in 
serious atteupts at forming battalions for ralestine has 
texen place. Armwhi Uvoseil, leader of the Young ugypt sarty, 
was the first of the political leaders to leave Lgypt for 
Damascus, and he was joined by sale WAa5 resha, of the YiuiA. 
they are now said to be awaiting instructions from the Arab 
Higher Committee. lie total number of Sayptian volunteers 
who have actually left to join the Areb ranks cennot be fully 
assessed. fo date, 49 of ALL (USSS1N’s party ere with hin, 
and « smaller number are with HAS Yesna. So far, none of 
the hoslem Brethren have left Egypt - although HASSAN EL BANNA 
hag stated that he hes several battelions undergoing training - 
ané it ie not considered likely that many will cdo so. 


On the other hand, the ikhwen in syria and the Lebanon 
nave received instructions from the Cairo Ueadquerters to 
participate in Arsh attacks without waiting for further help 
from igypt. the lenwen’s activities ina igypt are a source 
of mucn speculation, for, although it is not expected that 
many of the Brethren will "do their bit for the Crescent" 
outside of Sgypt, just what action they do intend taking 
remains obscure. it is certain toat HASSAN bi SANNA does 
command a number of young men with arms anc warlike intentions, 
but whether he is walting for the full-seale Arab-attack on 
yelestine to begin, vefore sending them, rewains to be seen, 
Sertainly, few have any inclinations to leeve igypt, although 
the Ikhwan "Army" wears a uniform and receives pay (uz.3 per month). 


; - 


‘aree camps have been set up in Egypt for the training 
cf locai elements of the "“ialestine Liberation Army", and envear 
to being made use of largely by kKisr el Fattat members. These 
camps are situated at (i) Alexandria, (ii) “erga Liatruh, and 
(411) Huckstep Camp, near Ceiro. From a rress photograph 
publisted recently, it van be noticed that the types of young 
men taxing part in the training are of the better-class 
effendi type. <A number of young Army Cfficers have been 
directing the traiulng of the youths, and it is also reported 
thet the Linistry of Lefence nes graated aluost indefinite 
leave to eli officers wishing tu proceed to Syria. There are 
inceed at lJeest Sv of tnen already there. 


dit hes been reportec that toe treiaing of fighting 

erceups in ralestine enc Syria is being assisted by the advice 
of e Somali number of German PCs who have escaped from the 
orison campa in ugypt. Laganai sources confirmed this report 
when they snnounced thet two Germans, one of them an officer, 
haa been killed during a dewish attack. Germans who are able 
to escape receive special fecilities for crossing the border 
into Palestine. 


from the foregoing it wey thersfore be deduced that 
sgyptien aid to the Palestine cause, unofficial even though 
it is, is - at time of writing - comparsetively negligivle. 
iné most important informetion is that concerning the presence 
of sgyptian iray. Officers in syria, for those officers may be 
able to train lerger numters of Arab forces. The other 
volunteer forces, even though they sey be sble to carry out 
some uite remarkable exploits of their own, hardly warrant 
consiceration as « serious invading force. 


“ing EANCUK, to express Lis solidarity with the 
arabs of Yalestine, hes ordered that his birthday this year will 
not be marked by eny celebrations. ; 


At the present time, tue szyptiaa sovernent itself is 
placed in a difficult position. aturally enough, it syupathises 
with the Arat cause, but for obvious reasons it cannot be 
expected to give active and open aupport to what appeera to 
be developing into e minor war. dowever,'in spite of this, 
there are indications thet it is unofficially ccmonstrating 
its solidarity with the salestinians, particularly in connection 
with the trafficking of arms. itis office hes lately received 
reports mentioning numerous instences where arms dealings, 
hitherto dealt with most severely, has not only been over- 
looked, but aliost officially condoned. Deals in arms and 
awaunition of ail kinds are ignored on utterance of the pass- 
words “intended for Jalestine". Une of the latest reports 
was actually mentioned in the Press, and stated that a large 
quantity of arms wiich had been seized from bedouins, would 
be handed over to the Arab League for disposal. ‘The lolice 
ere only interested in arms dealings where it is thought that 
the arms might Lave been bought by sionists (from Arabs) at 
higher prices than are usually paid by :alestinians. 


26th January, 1946, 
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FROM :- MINEAST 
To: MILPAL 
INFO 24 HM MINISTER AMYAN i , 
INED 34 

8T ers 


SECRET CC.) 59424 SNIB C.) WARNING OPMEP C.) SIBUECT 1S PRESENT 





POLICY ON SUPPLY OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO ARAB CONNTRIES C.) 


ONE C€.) SUPPLIES OVE INNER EXISTING AGREEMENTS WITH REGARN TO 
ONTETANNING MAINTENANCE CAPITAL SQNIPMENT ANN SUPPLE MEYTARY 
TEMAINS TO CONNTRIES TO WHOM WE HAVE TREATY OBLIGATIONS VIZ 
EGYPT IRAQ TRAVSUVORNAN WILL IN GENERAL 
N90 7 BE SNBUEYT TO ANY =™BARGO C.D 


TWO CC.) ALL OTHE? CYPPLIZTS TO COUNTRIES IN PAPA ONE 

ABOVE AND TO -L-E Yo NOT OST A Pe Ss - Ta ReeyY- TRAN 
AIN SANDI ARABIA ARE SUBJECT TO MINISTERIAL 
CLEARANCE ON LONTON ANN INCLINES STOPES OF LETHAL NATIME 

0? WHICH MIGHT BE CONSINEREN AS AFFECTING THE MILITARY 1esTe 


BETWEEN ARABS ANN JEWS ¢.) 


THREE ¢€.) SUBJECT TO EYCEPTIONAS PARA TWO ABOVE ON- LETHAL 
ITEMS MAY CONTINUE TO BE ISSUED WITHOUT PP1OR CLEARANCE IN 
LONDON ¢.) 

FOUR €.) MINISTRY OF SUPPLY ARE CONFORMING To GENERAL 
PRINCIPLES PARAS TWO AND THREE Ab ABOVE IN REGAPD 
TO DISPOSALS POM CIVILIAN AGENCIES C€.) 


FIVE €.) WLLER NETAILS FOLLOW SQONEST ¢.> ALL INFM 
8T 2612208 


PILE NO. §/1014/48, ie caa WY 


M. PT / 
Cypher ID/OTP ae Ss 
| pee ats 


Yo 


Pa 


Do LIVE _id 
From:— S,0F Ss F.0.. LONDONS” To;— Holts oo AMMAN, 


(w/t) 












Received 






Despatched 








of 





27th February, 194.8. 





SECRET. 
Addressed to Baghdad telecrem 0.206 of Februery 27th. 


Repeated for information to B.)M!.E.0., Amman, Beirut, it \ 
¢ py 
{yA 


Jedda, Jerusalem and Saving Weshington, UK Del, New York, 
Your telegram No.216, 


I agree in general with the line taken by Sir 3(1)campbell(1) 
as reported in 3rd paragreph of his telegram No, » but I should 
much prefer not to be drawn into any further expression of opinion 
on this thorny subject at this stage when (gp. undec.) Security 
Council on Palestine are still uncertain, It would also be . 
preferable to wait until we see what kind of regime emerges from 
the elections in Iraq (if they are held) and whether our efforts 
to reconcile with Ibn Saud and King Abdullah have any effect. 


2. Principal considerations at present appear to me to be as 
follows - 


1) Action by Iraq forces in conjunction with the Arab Legion 
would do nothing to remove Ibn Saud's hostility to King 
Abdulleh, 


2) On the(1) contrary he would probebly be even more alarmed 
by@) EPe wndec,) Iraq forces would probably find it more 
ifficult than the Arab “egion to remain in the Arab areas 
of Palestine «s defined by the United Nations, There 
would be more likelihood of their going imeymni(1) beyond 
these bounderies and attacking the Jewish state, 


3) On the otherhend an Iraq force in conjunction with(2) the 
frab Legion would have(TW) a(1) better chence of mintai- 
“ning order in Arab areas and of preventing forcibly a 
MUFTI regime there. 


3. I should be greteful for any comments which you (gp.undec, ?or 
any of the) posts to whom I have repeated this telegram may wish to 


WS0057, DEN SSM. cree any as, makes 


Cairo only: Please pass to B.M.H.O. 1827. 


|e 
(HDLet/HA). 


FILE NO.S/10UWi8. | > RLEGRAM. He Px 
4 (f/ s/ 
Cypher ID/OTP - 7: Pie os ~ 
oe +) (| 16 
From:— H,M.aAtbassador, BAGHDAD, To:— HM. her, AMMAN. 








2 


Despatched 2/3/48 (18,00) Received 2/3/48 (19,00) 


of ist March, 1918. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,.232 of 1st March. 

Repeated for information to 3,M.E.0,, Amen, Beirut, Cairo,Demascus, 
Jedda, Jerusalem, UXDEL New York and-¥ashingtone 
SECRET. Uf ) ‘ 
Your telegram 10.206, ——=| {! 

Iraci Minister for Foreign iffeirs returned my call this after- 
noon, He expressed horror et the ettack on the military train in 
Palestine end his symp:thy with the victims. i 
N.P.(1) 2. He raised the subj2ct of 2 combined force from Trens*/ 
jorden «nd Iraq intervening in Palestine. He(2 gps. dupliceted) 
went further then the proposel he.made to His Wajesty's Ambassador 
in Ceiro and reported in parsgreph 3 of Cairo telegram No,200,. This 
idea was for the forces of King (Abdulish)(2) (? 2 gpseomitted) 
those of Ireq to enter Palestine forthwith snd to establish them- 
selves not only in Arab rlestine but even in those parts of 
Yelestine assigned by the gener2l assembly(1) to(1) the Jewish stzte. 
3. He expressed the opinion that unless a move of this kind was 
made the situation in Palestine would deteriorate to such a degree 
that the whole of the Middle Exst would become involved in conflict. 
He claimed that it was necessary to confront the U.S.A. and the 


Zionists with a fait accompli ani he believed that if this were done 
both would aowufysce end the peace of the Middle East would be 

saved, A further advantage would be that the position of King 
Abdullah who was a well tried friend of H.M.G, would be strengthened, 


he  Beering in mind paragraph 1 of your telegram under reference I 
aid not express any opinion except to (pointed out ) Sic) thet His 
Excellency's scheme appeared likely to lead to clashes between the 
British and Arab forces which he agreed would be undesirsble(1), I 
seid also that the question of Palestine was before the Security 
Council and that you would certainly not wish to consider(1) eny 
proposals until the views of the Council were known, The Minister 


for Foreign/..2 


WSOOKT. DE SOM, ct eet yah 





for Foreign Affeirs clearly expected this answer, 


Be My comments on your telegram No,206 will follow. 


Foreign Office pleese pass to UKDEL New York and 
Washington as my telegrams 4 and 18 respectively, 


HDLeu/HA). 


WuOUKT, DISKO, SOM. crete. 178s. 





Cypher/OTP 
BE. 1180/4/31 
CONFIDEN LL 


FROM PORFIGN OFFICE TO WN}! YORK 
(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


No. 691 
14th February, 1948. D. 12-45 p.m. 15th February, 1948, 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
\fashington No. 1878 
Cairo No. 16 : 
Bagdad No. 5 ee 
Beirut ilo. 10 ) re 
Jedéa No. 10 ) SaVING ' 
Damascus No. 9 ; es / 

) 


«almman No. 8 
B.M.E.O. No. 48 


CONFIDENTL.L 


’ ssed_ to United Kingdom Delegation New ne telegram 
No. 691 of Febru 14th repeated for information to 
erusalem and ‘fashington and Saving to Cairo, Bagdad, Beirut, 
Jedda, Damascus, .mman and B.M.E.0. 


Your telegram No. 166 paragraph 5 [of 22nd January: 
documents given to U.N. Palestine Commission], and my 
telegram Wo. 359, paragraph 4. 


We think there vould be advantage in giving the rab 
Governnents Sone of the documents which you are at present 
communicating to the delegations of the United States and 
the English-speaking Dominions. 


2. Unless you see strong objection, please therefore 
send copies of both vast and future documents to which you 
ve any circulation beyond the Commission itself to: Cairo, 
agdad, Jedda, Buirut, Damascus and ..mman. 
5. This will entail giving the documents also to 
Pakistan and India. You would presumably do this through 
the delegations in New York. 


0000 


(w/t) 


TIE Wo.S/0U/M8./ TELEGRAM. I?) 
Cypher es : 
se / 

From:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— SOF S. F.0, LONDON, 


Despatched 4e5- 1948 (13. 25) 






Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.136 of 4th March, 
Repeated for informetion to Baghdad No, 18 
Washington No. 7 (Please pass to 
UKDEL New York as 
my telegram No.5) 
Beirut No. 42 SAVING. 
Cairo No. 40 SAVING, 
Damascus No. 38 SAVING, 
Jeddah No. 36 SAVING. 
B.M.E.O. No. 38 SAVING, 


Jerusalep 45 SAVING, 
US 
Baghdad 


_—~ Noe 
SECRET, ZEO 
Your telegram No. 206 (of 27th February, 1948) and 


Baghdad's Noe232 1st March, 1948) about Palestine, 

When he visits Baghdad I hope that the Prime Minister of 
Transjordan will be able to correct the ideas of the Iraqi ministers 
as to what action will be possible im Palestine after the end of 
the mandate. 

Foreign Office please pass Washington and UKDEL New York as my 
telegrams Nos.7 and 3 respectively. 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Diéé4. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Repeated to Vjashinjtona. oO. 130. (Please pass to UI 


Oe. a ¢ 


TOP SHORHT( MniiIN, Cairo. 
Ambaé:.nador, Sairoe 

SaViic. Basha de 

( cirute 

{ Seddae 

( Alhkuaile 

Wolta (please pass to G~in-3 1 ED). 
NBWIESCU"» 


. My telerraia fo. 258. weekly Intelligence Appreciation. 


The Ben Yehude Strecat explosion, which has been reported in 
iy telesrau 1.0 456 und co.nected co.iunications was the out- 
stucdint event of the week avd overshadowed everything else in 
Talestine. This outraze, vhich was i.u.:cdiutely attributed to 

tc iritish security forces, aroused the Jews to a pitch of 

Lsaterza whieh had to be seen to be DOlieved. The intacdiate 

us uaption b’ the mob that the Sritish were responsible was a direct 
rosult of the calculated propeganda which followed the Polestine 
Post explosion: it was scdulously fostcred by the Agency which, 

oo the rift betwec. itself and the British widens, centres its 

hopes increasingly on Lake 3uccess. Any previous desire which 

slay have existed aaoug the Jews that the British should prolong 
tucir tenure of the iiandate in order to facilitete the inauguration 
of the Jewish stutc haus vanished: and press and public alike 

nov clauour for the ‘curliest possible British withdraval. This 

is partly duc to the realisation that the .aisuse of British uniforms 
is a game that two can play. ‘ 


w he Jews whose first reactions even included an enraged 

refusal to uccept ull offers of British assistance in rescue and 
salavage operations, h.vi aow hardened into a mood of stubborn 

hatred, in which no as istance whatever is offered in the of-icial 
investigations. , purely Jewish enguiry is to be held in public 

b; three »rouwinent Jewish lawyers whose terms of reference are to 
"“enjuire into the background and circuastaices of the bombing". 

Those terus heve elcarly been drafted in a wanner wide enough to 
eneble fiaGings to lay a maxinua of blame on the Governnent irress &* 
psetive of the stecngth of cvidence implicating British individ- 
uals. The Jewish leaders fear the effect on the yishuv should it 
become known that the Arabs are capable of oarrying out such 
see so the findings of the enquiry are herdly likely to be 
unbiassed. , 


3 The cneourascement afforded to dissident methods by the first 
outburst of Juwish feeling was exemplified in the murder of a 
wounded Pritish soldier in a Jewish hospital, where he had been 
talon for treatient, and in other unprovoked attacks resulting in 
the dcath of 8 British servicenien. It quickly becaisze cvident to 
that 4 eney that the dissidents were gaining too much sy:apathy 

bad that the resultant wave of reprisals would le.d to open war 
with the British, who might even ultimately be driven to side with 
the Arabs in repulsing Jewish attacks. Orders were consequently 
civen to the Naganah to counter dissident attacks on the British 
where possible, while Jcwish resentment is now being directed by 
the A\geney and the Jewish press not against the eecurity forces as a 
whole, a ucéinst an alleged and so-called quote ARRAN GROUP 
uncuote : : 


eeeleee 2 


—@ (<) 


‘ 


Lr.uote vithia those forces. 


& The outrase wa the subject of such favourable co..ent in 
Sra) circles whieh fult thet et last the Juvs had not only been 
Given a teste of their own wcdicine but hud ben shown that the 
Arabs were capable of fighting an undefground var. Arabic 
leeflets wore circul&ted is: Jcrusalea on the e3rd/24th Pebruary, 
ecleiling, over the sigusturce of aBDUL ADER EBS .DINI, that the 
Operetion hed bern carvricd out by Arabs in reprisel for a Jewish 


PO1D I Qh by xs Phe Arab Vigher jJomuwittee has dcaicd all know- 
leds. of the incident, but could aot well do less. iost Arab's 


however buolieve that the attack was the work of the Arab cowiando 
orjanisétion waich is ranoured ty includc.a auabcr of Buropeaas, 
wi; the. Sritish. 


De Police investigations have been gravely handicapped by the 
Jivish attitude, but have shown that the first accusations against 
the secirity forces are unfounded. 

6 Tonsion induced by the Ben Yehuda Strect outrage has increased 
the auuber and gravity of iacideats throughout the country. In the 
three imain towns the sound on intercomunal strife hus become Te 
the recognised buci:zround to daily life, end there has becn a 
Jarked tendency to resort to the use of heavier weapons such as 
Mortars. Rd incidents have .ultiplied. 


7 fhile the Jc.vs tend inercasingly to reject every form of 
British control and advicce, the Arabs display an encouraging 

measere of restraint and iatcrnal discipline which is being directed 
to the avoidance of clashes with the British, with a consequent 
wuiateninee of r.asonably zood rclations. The SHEIKH of AL HARAM 
ASH UNARIF hes been at soue pains to disprove a Jcwish allegation 
tuat the sacred precincts were being used as an-arecnal, by a special 
iavitation to a British Police officcr and a number of forcign oress 
correspondents, to come and sce for themselves that the story was 
Vithout foundation ¥or their part the Jews say that the explosives 
aud warlike storis were especially raaoved for the occasion. 


3” lo further reports of large scale arab infiltrations bave 

becca received, but it is belicved that the policy now is fér volunt— 
curs to be sent into the country in siuall parties, As fur as is 
known the general position remains tauch as describcd in paragraph 

1 on uy telcsrain under refcrence, and there have be.n no sajor 


clashes betvcen Arab bunds°and the security forees during the week. 


9 ‘A break-out, in which 12 inportant convicted Jvusish terrorists 
escuped through a tusiel frou the Ceatral Prison, Jerusalen, 
occurred on the 2ist Pcbruary. 


10 While the finaicial lveders of the yishuv have beca successful 
in their eivorts to avert nanic. following the -nnouncement of 
Pelestine's departure from the 3t.rling Area, this development 

has becn widely rvpr.scated in the J.wish press as a calculated 
step in is ijajesty's covermacnt's policy of deliberately 
increasing the @ifficultics of the Jews. 


‘eereteary of State 
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Incicent hepart February 25th. 


(1) at 1995 in Naifs on Vebruery 23th a private eer owned by 
sred Chief Clerk Helfa “enisipelity wee drives by him to 
prep .srage ehere he cowplained of 4ifriculty im com trolling 
che Vehielee A fe* morenta Later ihe car blew up deatroxicg 
2 welldings sm esuaing extensive carnge to other bellidings 
in vicl@itve It le belleved car wes tampered sith ehtie 
perked mesr Nenlelpslity Sulicia end that boot wea fl led 

with explosives, Following easvalties ore repentedi- 


& Arvebs Filled 
44 Arabs wounded 
2 Britic& eonstables elichtly tajered 


(2) \wring woraing of 28th en Are ‘oxl proeeediag from 
Tulkare to Beirs «oe fired st omé two Areab@ zmm vere 
wounded. wmour wepresd in area thet Jews vere attecr ing 
en Arpad village en 6 large eroe of Arsbs fron Tvikurs 
Jenle ond Malis gethered near Ferkur. Am ettsek vor 
lewnehe< by the rebe (enic to aonber S3ame 1900) on 
Je-ien eolomy of Meanit. 1° “ee repreleved by f 
Sth Airborne Division eeing ertillery. & Arube ( Lewd 
Iraqis) snc tvo deer «ore wounded, 


ili ld. ARMM se 5 il 


bila lie iRise: 


(3) Cagusition in other tneidentsre 


arabs killed 6 
econ ed 14 


dere kLiled z 
v-wuacad 5 


(at. Hone) 








Le Selitis at 1800 


#0. 512. repested teshingtos (o oes - Sp oumeneus fae 537 
s : Beirut, man, Joi a, den, eh omrul lepio. 
$a-10eN REPORT PHBRUARY 29th. 


(1) “wenty armed Jews broxe émto )...5. workshop® duriag the sor~ 
ging, held up the etazi aw removed « quantity of goode fron the 
yard, theme iatluded electrie cable, petrol sad <iectric notora, 
motor perts ana five new notor cycles. Leader of the party stated 
thoy were 1.1.1. mu hati cowe to ‘coufiseate’ Govermient property. 
> Cheaaltice. 
¢ #iring took place in various parte of Jerpussias throiwhout the 

but csrutitios were few 

(3) & @lready reported separate .y (not @o all) Kamtara to Haifa 

r was blow up by wines sear Gai V+ & Casualties, all pbritin«h 
@érvice percomnei, were 27 Kilied 35 wounded. Seeporsibility wae i 
subsequentiz claimed by tern Ceng. 
{4} There wae heavy firing curia; the day in Joffe/Tel aviv barcer © 
area, Casualty figures se isecladed tm paragraph (5 ice 4 
(5) Cmewalticn 4 911 incidents except (5) above: : 





Britieh § wounded 
vebs 5 killed 4 
7 wounded 
Jews 22 killed 
25 wounded. 4 
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(3) Caguelties in other incidents were:- 


2 (1 British Jew) wounded. 


British 
Arabs 
Jens 
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Despatched 4/3/48 (16.45) Received 4/3/48 (18,00) 





SECRET, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram aye March 3rd. 
Repeated to Cairo, Jedda, a, 3 Baghdad and B.M.E.O. 


Your telegram No,(1) 206 to Baghdad - Palestine, 

Not having yet seen Cairo and Baghdad telegrams referred to, 

following is based on the assumption that my comments are invited 
on an Iraqi proposal for the accupation and internal security of 
the United Nations Organisation Ared State in Palestine. 
2. It would be inconsistent with their hostile attitude hitherto) 
for the Arab States to acquiesce in any measure military or { ! 
political which even feintly implied(1) de facto reeogniti¢ > 
partition (compare my telegram No.91 7 to you). spt a 

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0O. as my telegram 47. ° 


fos 
(HDLeM/HA). 


a 


W30087, Diba, SOM. Thert. 18s 








EN CLAIR, = 7 2 pes 
No, EB 2519/11/6& je AG 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO JEDD [ 2 ff iz 
No, 122. - 
Rat one D. 11,7 p.m 25th February 1948, 


25th February 1948, 


agdad, No.7 Saving; 

BW, 0. Cairo No.6? Saving; 
Beirut, No, 14 Seving; ~ 
Damascus, NoO.13 Saving. — 
Ammen, No.12 Saving; gs ) 


Repeated to; Cairo No.20 Saving; 


Jerusalem, 








25th Feb ‘ ore ed for in on Savin 
yalro, ad, B.M,E.O, Cairo, Beirut, Damascus 
_ Amman, Jerusalem, 


Your oe No [of 2lst February: 


volunteers for Palestine). 
I agree, 
[Copy sent to Middle Rast Secretariat. ] 


WsWsW WW 


inv 
from: @ Coomissioner for Jo: Secretary of ‘tate. 
ralestine, 
J@Sp: 0 5045. at 1500 hrs. } 
“ tty & 
Mo. 533 IMMADIATA. ‘ os 


Repeated \ashington Jo. 145 UKvu. Noe 557 Damascus No, 
556 ~aving: WMI‘ (please pase to ‘mbusrador, C-in-(), Beirut, 
aman, Jedia, Aden, British Consul Aleppo. 


INCIUENT REPORT BARCH 3rd. 

(1) HIYA outrage in which amy tgpe truck blew up killing 
ll .rabs and wounding 27 has been separately reported 
(not toail}. tern Gang have claimed responsibility. 


(2) Casualties in other ineidents were 





.pabe 3 «xilled 
12 wounded 


Jows 3 killed 
14 wounded, 


(ur. Hone | 4/3/45 
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Cleer. nate 





aden 
INCIDENT REPOLT MARCH 3rd. 


kill seriously injured, sl 
a ae oe wane ctehen by 
armed before the incident. 


(3) Im other incidents casualties were:- 
arebs 2 killed 
1 wounded 


Jews 7 wounded. 
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addresnec to Yoreign orfiee telepran ie.72 of 
Vebruary Iith repse tec for information to Jerusalen 
NOeiS and Saving to te 


feivuts NOeF SaVinis 
Lame Cus: NOed Snvins, 
Cq_ikos : Roe? Savin; 2 
Witlsh Wedile Teal 
Thee, N@e7 Savin , 
cae |} 4 81 NGeS UpViring 
p Meg seeds ROed Savin, eo 
ih 
; exe mp per cnt A 
— oe —— 
Your telep,ran Jo.72 to Teiret of the Sm ig Puary: 
Auster Airczeart. , 


in & convarsution on Yebruary Uto with the offices 41 
tonocoramly in caarge of the Sintstry of J oreigs Aisi lis 
t preferred to these Auster alreract an€ informed iim evhat 
hey were ueerviceable ami timt Sie “vernmont of 
pdevbine were provii in, no fecllitios for tuelr repoir 





+ (4051) Wt. 38938-1215 40,000 (2sorts) 11/44 G.S.St. Gp. 620. 








Received 645.48 (12.35) 
1948, 


Despatched 6.5.6 48 ( 12.30 ) 
of 5th March, 
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No. 127 
» Memin, Jedda, 





Addressed to Foreign Office 
repeated to Baghdad, Amman, Bei 
Jerusalem, Washington, Ukdel 





Your telegram No.206 to Baghdad. 


SECRET. 


Suggested action would also tend to increase 

Syrian suspicions of King Abdullah and might have 
unfortunate repercussions on our own relations with Syria. 
- Indeed, if and when combined Iraqi and Arab Legion forces 
were to enter Palestine it is quite on the cards that 

the Syrians might send their own forces in too. 

This could lead to a very wekward situation. think 
that it is not an unreasonable assumption that one reason 
why the Syrians have facilitated the training of: 
volunteers on Syrian territory is that#)they wanted 

to forestall the sweepinguactionimow suggested. 


(London only) please pass to Washington and 
Ukdel New York as my telegrams 5 and 4 respectively. 


He Me MINISTER. 


: Copy to:- S/873/46. 
A/a 
(CJB/MH). 


W057. DIShO, BOM. tect’ Ines: 


=—_— 


Cnn enn Los tt 


Jew nr 
[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] (”) 





her/OTP 
OOO O17/65 A 
Secret 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD 
No. 205 
February 24th,1948, D. 1.05 pm. February 25th,19%68, 
Repeated to British Middle East Office Cairo No. 54 Saving 
Amman No. 11 Saving 
Beirut No. 13 omnes 
Damascus No, 12 Saving a0 
Jedda No, 14 Saving v 
Cairo No. 19 Saving } JApe. 
Weshington No. 269 Saving p 7 
SECRET LrtG 


ddressed to Bagdad telegram No, 203 of the 4 
February, repeated for information Saving to Rritish ididdle 
Bast Office, Amman, Beirut, Coiro, Demascus, Jedda, Washington 


Your telegrem No. 199 [of_16th February: possible 
embargo on arms to Arab States]. 


You will_now have seen from my telegram No. 195 [of 
20th February] that the possibility of our im aging 8 
eons. embargo on the supply of arms to all Arab States 
s suspended. 


2. You may however, like to have the following 
information in reply to the questions in paragraph 3 of your 
telegram under reply. 


3. We understand that 1947/48 maintenance requirements 
of the Iraqi Army sailed a day or two ago. Practically 
none of the 1947/48 capital equipment has yet left although 
4t should have done so before the end of March. The first 
four Furies leave this week, leaving thirty to be delivered 
over the next six months. There is a quantity of 
miscellaneous stores for the Iraqi Air Force outstanding 
ia three Bellman hangars, Anson spares, W.T, spares 
eto, 


4. If we were to impose a ponoret embargo it would 
certainly cover delivcvies from the Middle East and elsewhere. 





" [This telegrem is of partic 
retained by the authorised 


En Clair (by confidential beg) 
SECRET 


ular secrecy and should be 
recipient and not passed on). 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE 10 HIS M.JBSTY'S REPRESENTATIVES aT ;~ 
ALGIERS Lé PaZ 4 ce 
AMMAN LISBON ft 
ANGORA MaDRID a 
«THENS MéNTLa / Oo} jo 
BaGDaD BM, E. 0. ae 
BEIRUT HOLY SEE Kec : 
BELGRADE MOSCOW POO i aien 
BERLIN OSLO pe 
BERNE PaNabla \ '- 
BUCHAREST PaRIS Se 
BUDAPEST PRAGUE (AUS! Kk 
BUENOS aIRES RaBaT { ' ‘i 
BRUSSELS RIO DE JéNEIRO 
CxaIRO ROME 
COPENH«GEN SINGAPORE (S.C,S,. EB. a 
DAMASCUS SOF La 
THE HAGUE STOCKHOLM 
HELSINGFORS T,.NGIER 
JEDDA VIENNa 
KHARTOUM WaRSaW 

No, 83, INTEL 

a De 25th Februery 

25th February 1918. 194.8, 

SECRET 

Palestine, 


His Majesty's Government have now epproved a scheme, 
proposed by the High Commissioner for Pelestine, whereby 
children and compassionate cases emongst the illegal 
immigrants at present encemped et Cyprus may be sdmitted 
sage Palestine forthwith to the number of spproximetely 


2, Since the entry of these compassionate cases 
into Palestine is being carried out over and ebove the 
normel immigration quote, we may expect areb criticism | 
if the scheme is publicised, It would appear thet the 
Zionists sre keeping quiet about it for the moment and 
we ourselves should prefer to put nothing out about it, | 
in the hope thet it will pass comparatively unnoticed, 

On the other hand, if publicity should occur you may 
explain our ection on the following lines, The Cyprus 
camps are very crowded owing to the wey in which the 
{llegel immigrant traffic hes bem pressed, end they 


fy ftw: Spy. 


=2— 


have to be olesred in any case after May 15th, when 
His Majesty's Government, ceases to be responsible 

for the Government of Palestine and inter alia the 
administration of immigration, There is always e risk 
of an epidemic in these conditions, We therefore 
consider we are justified in putting forwerd the 
departure of these women, children and old people from 
Cyprus who can in no sense be understood as swelling 
the Jewish militery potentiel, 


3. The sbove information has been communicated 
to the United Nations Commission upon whom the 
importance has been impressed of avoiding publicity 
in the matter, as it would only exacerbate arab 
resentment, 


aob508 


Orns AU 


En Clair by 
Confidential Bag. 


FROM HOREIGN OFFICE TO HIS iiaJeSTY'S 











Ce 
SLGTERS GENEVA he K, DELEGATION) 
AMMAN HOLY SEE 
ANGORA RANGOON 
aSUNCION MEXICO 
ATHENS MONTEVIDi0 
BaGDaD MOSCOW 
BANGKOK NANKING 
BaTaVIa NeW YORK (U.K, DELEGATION) 
BeIRUT OSLO 
BuLGRADE P.NaMa 
BERLIN PRIS 
BERNE PORT-U-PRINCE 
BOGOT. PRAGUE 
BUCH. REST QUITO 
BUDAPEST RaBaT 
BUENOS .iIRES REYKJ.\VIK 
BRUSSELS RIO DE JANEIRO 
CaIRO ROMS 
CaRaCaS SAIGON 
CIUDAD TRUJILLO SaN JOSE 
COPENH: GEN SaN SALVADOR 
DaMaSCus SaNTL.5GO 
GU.\TEMALA SEOUL | 
THE HAGUE SHsNGH:I (uMBASSY) 
HaVaNa SINGAPORE (SPECIAL COMMISSIONER - 
HELSINGFORS IN SOUTH EaST ASIA) 
JEDDA SOFIA 
KaBUL STOCKHOLM 
KaTMaNDU ° TANGIER | 
KHARTOUM TEGUCIGALPA 
LA. PAL TEHRAN 
LIMA TETUAN 
LISBON TOKYO 
MADRID VIENNA 
KaNaGua WaRSaW 
MANILA WASHIW GON, 


NO, 81 INTL, 
February 24th, 1918, 


My No. 60 Intel, 

PaLESTING, 

United Nations Commission presented its first 
/nonthly 








hh Sf tif 
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aii 


monthly report to Security Council on lst February. 
This‘ was immediately put on Council's agenda. 


2, On 10th February Chairman of Security Council 
read letter from Chairman of Palestine Commission 
suggesting that consideration of first report should 
be deferred until receipt of special report (see my 
No, 53 Intel paragraph 3). Latter would contain 
recommendations for action by the Council and Chairman 
proposed that this course should be followed, 


3. Commission's first special report to the 
Security Council was circulated on 16th February, 
following is summary. 


4. Report opens with statement of main 
considerations 


(a) Grave and worséning situation in Palestine, 
Not only future well-being of people of Palestine but 
also authority of Unitcd Nations are deeply involved, 


(b) Commission will be unable to establish 
security and maintcin law and order, without which 
implementation of General assembly's resolution is 
impossible, unless military forc¢s are available to 
Commission when it assumes responsibility. 


(c) Powerful arab interests are engaged in 
deliberate effort to alter by force settlement envisaged 
by General assembly. 


>, For these reasons Commiscion refers security 
aspect to Security. Council but will continue with such 
other preparatory work essential to implementation of 
— Fe as is possible without assistance of Security 
ouncil, 


6. Section II of the report deals with security 
Situation to-day, Main factors governing this are 


(a) Organised efforts by arab elements inside and 
outside Palestine to prevent implementation of plan and 
thwart its objectives by threats ..d acts of violence 
{ncluding armed incursions into Palestine territory. 


(b) Irresponsible acts of violence by certain 
Jewish elements despite general support for plan of 
Jewish comunity. 


/(c) 


-3- 


(c) Complications arising from fact that Mandatory 
Power, which retains responsibility for law and order 
until termination of Mandate, is engaged in 

‘liquidating its administration and preparing for 
military evacuation, ; 


7. Section III, dealing with security situation 
on termination of Mandate, summarises policy 
announced by Mandatory Power of 


(a) Exclusive responsibility for law and order 
and defence against aggression until termination of 


Mandate. 


(b) No military equipment to be supplied to any 
individual or organisation in Palestine except certain 


Police Forces. 


(c) No formation of militias as envisaged in 
assembly resolution to be allowed before termination 
of Mandate, 


(d) Intentions of Mandatory Power as announced to 
Commission in respect of existing security forces, 


8. Section IV covers problem of security with 
specinl reference to militias, 


(a) Commission is determined to make every effort 
to seek co-operation of Palestine arabs but attitude 
of arab Higher Committce must be faced and Commission 
would be unable in practice to set up provisional 
councils of government in Arab state or establish 
areb militia, 


(b) Unless Comission can go to Palestine well in 
advance of termination of Mandate "possibility of 
exhausting cvery effort to consult with Arabs will be 


~ lost", 


(c) Though Jewish agency claim Jewish militia 
could be formed before termination of Mandate, refusal 
of Mendatory Power to allow this will entail delay in - 
implementation of plan and renders problem of security 
of Jewish State efter May 15th more difficult, 


(d) It will be contrary to United Nations plan 
for Commission to use Jewish militia for action beyond 
border of Jewish State, 


/(e) 


-).- 


(e) If power in arab area should be seized by 
hostile forces provisions of plan in regard to both 
Arab State and economic union will be unfulfilled and 
establishment of Jewish State and of Jerusalem 
international regime gravely jeopardised, 


(f) If exercise of Commission's authority cannot 
extend to areas of both States and Jerusalem, an 
entirely new situation arises to which Commission 
draws attention of the Security Council. 


9, Section V on city of Jerusalem stresses 


(a) Impossibility of defending area if British 
Security Forces are not replaced by another non- 
Palestinian force. 


(b) World-wide repercussions of comiunal strife 
in Jerusalem, 


(c) Bffect on United Nations prestige of failure 
to preserve peace. 


(d) Invitation to militias of cither side to 
defend Jerusalem would be contrary to United Nations 
plan and might provoke religious war. 


10, Section VI on provisions of plan which 
cannot be fulfilled without assistance of «armed force 
refers to impossibility of delimiting boundaries in 
face of refusal of protection by British Security Force 
on ground that such protection would be tantamount to 
implementation of plan. Commission could not consider 
delimitation relying on Security Force of one party 
only nor could its other work and freedom of action of 
its staff depend exclusively on protection by one side, 


ll, Section VII deals with implications for 
Commission of the security problem on termination of 
the Mandate. Except in areas under British Military 
occupation, there will be no legal armed forces other 
than inadequate local arab or Jewish Police for 
maintenance of law and order. If Mandatory Power 
continues to refuse permission for formation of militias, 
both communities will continue to recruit armed 
organisations wiich will emerge as Security Forces on 
termination of Mandate and will probably be arrayed 
against each other, 


12. Schedule for evacuation of British troops is 


/enother 


-5- 


another vital factor in security problem, Commission 
feel evacuation should take place in such a manner as 
to ensure that substantial areas in both drab and Jewish 
zones will be free of British armed Forces on 
termination of the Mandate, as far as possible treating 
Arab and Jewish zones alike, 


15. Section VIII, the conclusion, sums up 
Commission's position, For reasons set out above 
Commissicn has decided to refer to Security Council 
"problem of providing armed assistance which would alone 
enable Commission to discharge its responsibilities on 
termination of Mandate because it is convinced that 
there is no step which it can take under resolution of 
Assembly to improve security situation in Palestine 
between now and termination of Mandate", "A basic 
issue of international order is involved, a4 
dangerous and tragic precedent will have been 
established if force or threat of force is to prove 
an effective deterrent to the will of the United 
Nations." Commission considers that Security Forces 
of Mandatory Power must, on withdrawal, be replaced by an 
adequate non-Palestinian force which will assist law- 
abiding clements in both arab and Jewish communities in 
maintaining security and thereby enabling Commission to 
carry out recommendations of General Assembly, Without 
this assistancve, the Commission is firmly convinced it 
cannot discharge thu responsibility entrusted to it 
by the assembly. 
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Despatched 


Papert Seating 300 ee ee te mene k 

MEMIN ease pass to Ambassader, C-in-C). Beirut, Amman, 

Jedda, Aden, British Consul Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT MARCH 4th. 

i the ef armed Jews ambushed an Arab 

bus necr BELTUNTA, Same!lah, but failed to inflict oe ae ae 
sualtie earing Arab turne 

cabusbed the Jous an they tise poieine. 17 Jews were killed, 


A police party arrived as the engagenent was ending. 
2) nua NaTing,oftermecn tre Anny trucks were attacked by Arabs on 
road. Military returned the fire and 


La 
during the engagement ens British soldier was killed and one 
two rifles were stelen by 


B) Outside Gaza an Arab convey was being followed by a 
military seout plane. 4mall arms fire was direeted at the machine 
frem the convoy and its petrol 


tank was 
lended safely and there were no casualties. 
) Im other ineidents casualties were:- 


Arabs 2 killed 


Jews 3 killed 
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(1) AS midmicht 4tO/5th &@ poet office van wie ehxl cuged of 
a dewloh ron’ chee’ in Haifa, The driver, ea Arch, Jucped out 
and stiewied to eseepe, He oof shot ond Filled by u military 
sentry foo 6 nerpoy berreckits he veht«cle ~hich bed been stole 
on Carch bth ses found to contein 8 quantity of explosives. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office 132, 
Repeated to Jerusalem, Amman, Beirut, MEMIN, Jedda, Baghdad, Cairo, 


CONFIDENTIAL, 


De (1) of PAWZI KAWAKJI for Palestine as reported by 
A.P, Special(1) correspondent in Damascus on February 4th has 
resulted in increased enthusiasm in Syria for taking part in the 
activities of volunteers in Palestine. Rumours of impending 
action are current, the blowing up of RUTTENBURG generating station 
and the isolation of the area north of GALILEE are freely spoken of. 


2,  SHAKIB WAHHAB an ex commandant of the GROUPEMENT Druse is 
being pressed to take five hundred Druse into Palestine without 
further delay. © Although the ATTRASH family are unwilling to 
encourage their followers to join this party, poverty and the 
lack of food resulting from last years bad harvest in the Jebel 
are likely to force SOLTAN Pasha's hand, 


Cairo only please pess to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 52, 
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TELEG. ADDRESS: BRITISH LEGATION, — 
gs PRODROME AMMAN. AMMAN. 
llth March, 1918, 






REFERONCE NO, (3/loU4/r8). (7 ) 
id \ 


receyxVve a reply to their communication No. VOWw/AB 
Petewrye8 on the subject of Military training by Jews ct the 


settlements of Messada and Sheir Hacolan, 
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Since the birth of this planet such an event has not happened. In 
the name and for the sake of Democracy they plunged the world in a 
war in which millions wrished and hundreds of cities were laid waste. 
And now when victory is won they have declared an “underground” war 
against the Jews who fought on the side of the inglish and lost mil- 
lions in this war for Democrecy. Now the Jew is Enemy No.l. He is 
Capitalist, the Communist, the malefactor. Such is the mania which 
has gone into the head of men in London, who want to break the power 
of the Jews by force (and if necessary by crime). 


Unfortunately in this war against the Jews they are using the 
wrong weapon. hey have to use a more lethal srm than force (and 
crime) in this war against the Jews: They have to ‘riumph in matters 
of the Spirit and the Intelleet, and thus face the Jew in the strong- 
hold where he is most fortified. If the Jew can control Capital 
they have to fight and control more capital. If the Jew can create 
Communism, they have to meditate and create something higher and 
better than Communism, and so this is the eternal Battle in Life ana 
the source of all progress for mankind  ... Survival of the Fittest 
being the ultimate object of nature in this Battle for kxistence. He 
in whom the beity has put the greatest Trust comes foremost in the 
rank, and in this battle of Survival (which is the source of all prog- 
ress) nature does not know the boundaries of hace, Colour and Creed. 
It is a silent and deally war in which nature at times ignores the 
bonds of brotherhood oce 


What has made Britain great and Iritannia rule the world? That 
secret can be summed up in two words o » 1.¢€.3 "FAIR PLAY". It 
is just by this Law and in this Battle that Britons fought (under 
equal conditions) won, and spread the Union Jack over all Lands and 
all Seas. and now fools want to reverse the Laws which govern Sur- 
vival and Frogress and achieve by force and crime what their brothers 
only yesterday achieved by the rst at the Tatelicst. These are 
the traitors of their Conscience and the betrayers of the Sacred 
Trust which God and ingland have put in their hearts. Herein lies 
the Secret of the Kise and Jecline of the Pritish Empire ! 


The Jews were and remain the eternal friends of Lngland. fhis 
friendship is based on reactions of heart and mind in the daily 
struggle for Lxistence, consequently a mutual loyalty having been 
estublished and history proves that. 


At this late minute we write to true britons to meditate whither | 
all this will lead ! A group of men (fascists in London) have gone 
on a satanic mission to destroy the very Light end Beauty given unto 
them by instinct and Love. And now ... in hopeless confusion 
and disorder they are seeking more disaster and bloodhsed. The a 
remedy is not far to seek, and lies in the hearts of all True Men 
not to be swayed by evil and temptation. 


Jerusalem. 25.35.1948. 2 
5000 Copies circulated. “D- 4 
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Your Excellency, 
I have the honour to 

Letter No.8/2/82) dated kth March, 1948, on the subject 

of military training by Jews at the settlements of om 

Massada ond Shair Hacolen, which hes been referred to (Ge 

the High Comissioner for Palestine, A further : 

communication will be addressed to yo as som as his 








reply is received, 
Please accept, Your Exeesllency, the assurance 
of my highest consideretion, 


Gel) C. mM. PRT - G0RDOF 


Dep teael Tess aa uel (ov 
fy Os. hae, 
% ea Jerusalem 
(4, March 26, 1948 


Following is text of statement released by President 
Truman March 25, 1948: 


"It is vital that American people have clear understand- 
ing of position of U.S. in U.N. re Palestine. This country 
vigorously supported plan for partition with economic unity 
recommended by UNSCOP and by G.A. We have explored every 
possibility consistent with basic principles of Charter for 
giving effect to that solution. Unfortunately it has become 
Clear that Partition Plan cannot be carried out at this time 
by peaceful means. We could not undertake to impose this 
solution on people of Palestine by use of American troops 
both on Charter grounds and as matter of national policy. 

U.K. has announced its firm intention to abandon its Mandate 
in Palestine on May 15. Unless emergency action is taken 
there will be no public authority in Palestine on that date 
capable of preserving law and order. Violence and bloodshed 
will descend upon the | Land; large scale fighting among 
people of that country will be inevitable. Result such fight- 
ing would infect entire Middle East and could lead to con- 
sequences of gravest sort involving peace of this nation and 
of world. These dangers are imminent. itesponsible Governments 
in U.N. cannot face this prospect without acting promptly 

to prevent it. U.S. has proposed to S.C. a temporary U.N. 
Trusteeship for Palestine to provide a government to keep peace. 
Such trusteeship was proposed only after we had exhausted 
every effort to find way to carry out partition by peaceful 
means. Trusteeship is not proposed as substitute for Partition 
Plan but as effort to fill vacuum soon to be created by ter- 
mination of Mandate on May 15. Trusteeship does not prejudice 
character of final political settlement. It would establish 
conditions of order which are essential to peaceful solution 
if we are to avert tragedy in Palestine. Immediate truce 

must be reached between Arabs and Jews of that country. I am 
instructing Ambassador Austin to urge upon SC in strongest 
terms that representatives of Arabs and Jews be called at 

once to council table to arrange such a truce. U.S. is pre- 
pared to lend every appropriate assistance to U.N. in pre- 
venting bloodshed and in reaching peaceful settlement. If 
U.N. agrees to ees trusteeship, we must take our share 
of necessary responsibility. Our regard for U.N., for peace 
of world and for our own self-interest does not permit us to 
do less. With such truce and such trusteeship, peaceful 
settlement is yet possible. Without them, open warfare is 
just over horizon. American policy in this emergency period 
is based squarely upon recognition of this inescapable fact." 


